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TO 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 



THE EARL OF ****** 



My Lord, 

We have received your lordship's let- 
ter, together with the manuscript of 
our history, and beg to return you 
many thanks for the few alterations 
which your lordship has done us the 
honour to suggest : your being present 
at certain passages and transactions 
gave your k)rdship an advantage over 
us, and we take it very kind in you 
thus to have given us the benefit of it. 
Notwithstanding, however, your lord- 
ship'a communications, there still re- 
Ml019i3 main 
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main some gaps in our history, which 
we hope, in some future edition of it, 
to have it in our power to fill up. 

Your lordship has done us the ho- 
nour to say in your letter, that you 
^Vnot only give us your permission, 
but very much wish that the work be 
dedicated to you;" and that for this 
reason, viz. " You would be glad to 
give your countenance to every repri- 
mand on great people who set the 
world an ill example-" Your lordship 
must just permit us to say, that thists 
very noble in you, and we have not 
gone so far as to name your name, lest 
you should feel yourself too much 
pliaised in public by this quotation 
fr6m your letter: now in regard to 
praise we very well know that your 
lordship will be far better pleaded with 
vs if we tell you of your faults, and, 
to show how readily we would do any 
thing that were like to please you, we 
will name one in your lordship, you 

are 
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are too milqb ashamed of domg a good 
thing, for when you happen to be de- 
tected in doing one you are sure to be 
put out of countenance. — You do ill, 
my lord, in taking so much pains to 
hide youfeelfc we may spdak ttie more 
boldly since we name not yorfr name 
— and, in order to it^ we shall add, that 
it is a fault in your lordship to show 
the world so little of your example : 
you do not do your duty by yourself 
in thinking so meanly of yourself, nor 
by your neighbour in withholding any 
good thing from him. Your lordship 
says in your letter that " Nothing is 
more wanted than severe reproof and 
good example amongst great folks,'* 
and, that, " Old Crab should be 
brought to London and made to preach 
at St. James's.' —you have it in your 
power, my lord, to do more good than 
any pulpit though planted all round 
with Old Crab's artillery, you mix very 
much with great folks when you come 

to 
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lo town, which lio man can A> by going . 
to church in it.. 

We have the honour to subscribe 
ourselves, 

My Lord, 
Notwithstanding all your faults, 
Nevertheless, your lordship's 
Very humble servants, 

John Mathers, 
and 
The Solid Gentlemax. 



HISTOIIY, &c^ 



CHAPTER L 



llow Mr. Dtcastro had a great Fortune^ but io9 
little Money, 

If Mr. Decastro's w^nts were his mas* 
ters he made but a very bad servant. 
It hath been said to be no easy matter 
for one man to serve two, how could 
Mr. Decastro be expected then tq 
serve two thousandT^ He did his best, 
however, for some time, but soon got 
0ut at heel and out at elbow. This 
jcomes of letting mad folks go loose in 
the world. Mr. Decastro, however, 
had now and then a lucid interval, and 
by the light of one of these said lucid 
iBtervals he saw one day this thing: 
VOL. I. B viz. 
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viz. that although he had a great for* 
tune he had too little money. Now 
his brother Bartholomew, a man of a 
sour turn, and upon that account cal- 
ledJ0LD Cn^^fi; :\aas one of another 
^ kjdnpv; beJialdiKjtlsfQrtune and too 
V 4[AiiChy;a5Q;th3&y_did'|beir best to keep 
up that variety which makes this world 
so very pleasant. Now be it known, 
that Old Crab took his brother's relets 
and paid his bills for him as far as mo- 
ney went, and no further, and that for 
a very good reason. '* Brother John,'* 
quoth Old Crab one day to him, in a 
loud voice, " thou'rt outrunning the 
constable." ^* Outrunning the devil I 
brother Bat," quoth he. '' No," quoth 
Old Crab, *' not the devil, but the 
constable: to outrun the devil will be 
no such easy matter: you will get hist 
claws on your back one day, if you 
have not a care: you and your gatig 
have been kicking up a fine dust here 
in London, this last year, with yoiir 
^alls, cards; and fiddles, and the devif 

* kil6w$ 



C * ) 

knows what — I can't pisiy your bilb.*^'' 
« Can't pay rafy bills, brother Bat !'• 
said Mr. Decastro, with a great stare. 
" No,'' quoth Old Crab, rising iipoa 
his toes, as hfs manner was,' as if he 
would fly at a man, ** I can^ pay youf 
bills, I say ; art deaf, John ?'' ^* Bet-^ y 
ter be deaf than hear bad newfe,"quoth 
he. "How stands the accpnnt, bro* 
ther Bat?'' *^ Five thousand pounds 
upon the wrong side, brother John." 
Upon which Mr. I>ecastro doubled his 
fist, gave a great knock upon the ta- 
ble, and swore seven great oaths that 
came out of his mouth as if he had ta- 
*ken an emetic: we would set the oaths 
down if we were not afraid to raise the 
devil, and frighten the old ladies. 
" Don't you swear sometimes, brother 
John?" quoth Old Crab. ** 1 never 
3w6re an oath in my life, brother Bat.'* 
" No !" quoth Old Crab, '* what d^ye 
call G — d — my blood ?*' " An un- 
guarded expression," quoth Mr. De- 
castro, and fell to swearing again worse 
B 2 tha«L 
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tban before. " Brother John," quotfi 
Old Crab, CQWiing in between the 
claps of thunder, " hard words pay no 
biUs; it were well if ypu could swear 
yourself out of debt, but that is no 
such easy matter: a word with ypu by 
and by upon sweariiag : in the mean 
time, a word upon your worldly mat*- 
ters; you have an income of twenty 
thousand pounds a year, and cannot 
make both ends meet; the devil is in 
it if this be not enough to buy meat, 
drink, and cloth, for a man's family if 
he had a wife that bred like a rabbit : — 
you have only two children, brother 
John, and have got some gravel in 
your shoes already; yon will get into 
jail, you blockhead." Mr. Decastro 
asked him, with an oath, if he got all 
the rents paid in the north, where hiS 
estates, lay. " Never made a better 
gathering, John," quoth Old Grab; 
" there was a little behind last time, 
but all's paid up to a penny, and that*s 
more than your tradesmen can sa.y, 

the 
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the worse luck for them, brother 
John." "You look at me at if I 
could help it, brother Bat; if there'a 
no more money the rascals must wait.** 
<^>But they will not wait," quoth Old 
Crab; " they say you're a young man, 
aiid it will do you good to stop you in 
time." " They're devilish kind when 
their own interest lies in the way to 
aerve a man; they will arrest me?'' 
" iliere are three of them that only 
ir^eto see me again, brother John, 
and if I come empty-handed they will 
put executions mto your house, they 
bade me tell you so." " A civil mes- 
sage!", said Mr. Decastro. ** A civil 
fool's head!" quoth CMd Crab; ^' I tell 
yjou I have got no more money, what 
mm I to do? drive the disease from 
€me joint to another, borrow?" " What's 
five thousand pounds to a man of my 
property?" said Mr. Decastro; "it is 
but the prick of a pin, thougli it smart- 
ed a little at first; borrow the moneys 
br^other Bat, and pay the scoundrels 
B 3 directly." 
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^directly." '' I have ^one it,'' quoth 
dd Craby ** it wj^ but to retura it if 
you did not agree to it" " Why 
didn't you tell n>e so," said Mr, Deoaa- 
tro; " wtot is the good of making a 
maftt fr^?" " Sorae bad liqnors get 
better by fretting; I bad a mind to^ry 
the experin^nt upon your constitu- 
tioB," quoth Old Crab. '' Now, lool^ 
you, brother Jobn^ I have pi^omised to 
pay this money back again next year 
with five per cent iaterestj w tfaatw^iH 
ipome upoti the shoulders of the oeiet 
year, it wilt add to the wei^ of iHn 
next year's expenfles—-thi$ by way of 
memorandum^ be fr-ugah" Old Crab 
ilras a parson, so a little preaching 
came wry well in character. ^' Brother 
John," siud he, " you have, got i, sad 
trick of s<u^earing, liCKive itofF^ it is vui^ 
gar and wicked." ^^ It miy be vulgar,'' 
said Mr. Oecastto^ '^ but it gives a 
mat! ease, and many other vulgar 
things do the like: but as to beihg 
wicked, nobody kno\(^s what that word 

means 
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means but you parsons." *^ Dost 
know the reason ?" quoth Old Crab. 
"No," said Mr. Dccastro, " what is 
it?" " Because, brother John, thou 
art an a$s." ^' You parsons," said 
Mr. Dccaitro, ** tcU tnett they are wick- 
ed, as doctors tell men they are sick, 
and sell as much nauseous stuff for the 
soul as they do for the body, to answer 
the same end, videlicet, to pick peo- 
ple's pockets." " The more fool you, 
l>rother John," quoth Old Crab, '' to 
call iu both the physician and the par*;* 
)6on when you lay sick of a fever: but 
fnore of this another time. I leave 
liQndoQ to-morrow for the norths so 
give us th'me hand, brother John : be 
caseAil; — and remember these words i** 
^on wjiiioh Old Crab took a bit of' 
chalk out of his pockety and wtote th« 
following short sentence upon a large 
pnabqgany door, in letters big enough 
for a man to creep through, 
; /S Be Frugal," 

and, shaking hands \vdth his brother 
John, left the room. 

B 4 CHAP- 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Swo Mrs. Decastro cdOtd the Butkr to get tMe 

' Chalk wiped cff the Door— some Account of Old 

Crab — how Mrs. Decastro laced him as the De?3if 

loves holy, Water — what happened when Old Crab 

came to Town the next Tear, 

As soon as' Old Crab was gone out of 
the room Mrs. Decastro came into it, 
for she heard him go, and so might 
any wh6 could hear a clap of thunder ; 
for his loud vorce, his thick boots, and 
his heavy oaken towel, made altogether 
a monstrous nobe. " What is this?^* 
said she, looking at the chalk on the 
door. Upon which Mr. Decastro ex* 
plained matters. " What a, vulgar 
beast it is," said she, which compliment 
Vas meant for Old Crab. " I wish, 
my dear, you would get something in 
the likeness of a human being to do 
your business for you, and turn this 
huge bear out of the house." Old Crab 

was 
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was aman of vast stature. " Can you 
find aa honest .man, my dear/' said 
Mr. Decastro, " that will take all the 
trouble for nothing as brother Bat 
does?" " Well," said she, '' I. bad 
rather pay and be cheated than be 
plagued with that great bear. Petti- 
craft the attorney offered his services 
when we began house-keeping, take 
Mr. Petticraft and turn Old Crab 
eut." *' We had best not be more 
nice than wise," said Mr. Decastro, ta- 
king his. wife by the chin, as his cus- 
tom was. " Brother Bat is a littte 
. rougb, but he has our interest at heart, 
and is an honest man ; he lives; amongst 
tmy teoant^v too, knows all the customs 
.and rule% of the estat^es, their value, 
their boundaries, the laws of all the 
manorjs, and of all landed property; is 
an excellent farmer, aijd has an eye to 
the management of my lands; all my 
tenants respect and fear him, and dai;e 
as soon eat their fingers as use me or 
my property ill while be looks after i^ : 
B S —turn 
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^(^tuni brbtlicr Bat out ! — I shall tuta 
myself out if I do» He takes all the 
trouble for nothing, will not take otie 
|>enny for his pains ; think of that, my 
dear.'' " I hate Old Crab as b^ as 
tfie detiV said she; " he never comes 
into the house but be sets all our teeth 
on edge for a month ! railing and 
scolditig and calling to order^ as if he 
was father of us all. Your father ne- 
ver could abide him, or he would not 
have disinherited him, and gave all 
to you, my dear." *' It was a rash act 
in my father," said Mr. Decastrd^ 
" though we come in for the advan- 
tage of it ; my father was hot, and Bat 
would speak his mind. No man could 
do more to be revenged on a son th^Lsx 
disinherit him; but no man could feel 
it less than brother Bat. He is content 
to live upon a little, and even finds that 
.'ittle too much; he rents a good farm 
of me it is true, biit, besides that, he 
has nothing but the small rectory of 
Oaken Grove which I gave hi|n, and 

he 
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he puts by a peitny for his daughter 
every year, notwithstandiog." " Aye," 
said Mrs* Decastro, *^ stich a pinch* 
back would live upon a flint and save 
indney by skinnifigit at the year's end; 
that it is which sets him a inarling at 
tis that \iv6 iti the w6rld like other 
fdlks. Mr. Perrings/' said she, calling 
to the butlef who was in the next 
room, ^^ sent) a hous^-maid with some 
soap and water to wash this door, here 
is storoe filtli or other upon it." The 
butler looked at the door and left the 
room with a smile. A few words more 
upon Old Crab. He was the eldest 
son of old Mr. Decastro by a former 
wife, and thou^ be was, from the 
harshness of his manners and the hard 
favour of his visage, called Old Crab, he 
was not at this period more than five- 
and-forty. His humour was to abuse 
a man to his face and do him a good 
turh behind his back. He was disin- 
heritcd'by his father, as hath been said, 
upon a quarrel, and sent to be educa- 
b6 ted 
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ted at Gottingeii in Germany; in 
which university he became so great 
a scholar that many whose reputation^ 
lay thatway could \\Kve found in their 
hearts t to have ciit his thro.at. But 
such was his cast of temper that be was 
as much feared as admired. He stood 
in awe of none, bold in speech, and laid 
about him if any gainsaid him, without 
respect of persons. All allOM^ed that 
he was a great ornament to the univer- 
sity, but many secretly wished, him 
•hanged with all their souls. He got 
expelled from this place for a satire 
written in the Latin tongue upon some 
•of the ruling men in the university. 
On his arrival in England he found his 
&ther and mother both deacj. His fa^- 
ther's .fine feelings for the dignity of 
the family made him a good allowance 
abroad, out of which he had, in the 
course of a few years, saved enough to 
stock a farm which be took of his bro- 
ther at Oaken Grove in Cumberland, 
•where much of the family possessions 

lay. 
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lay. He had written several books ta 
tbe Latin and German languages, 
.which, having been translated and pub- 
lished in England, had gained him 
much repute before he came back to 
his native country: one, a tract in 
divinity, took the attention of tlie bi- 
shop of — -, who gave him a hint by 
means of a friend, that if he would take 
orders he would get his brother to 
give him the living of Oaken Gr6ve. 
His rude and savage manners offended 
most people who did not know him, 
and some who did ; but he was a nian 
that abounded in good qualities, and 
was of great service to many both in 
his own family and out of it. He 
brought home with him a Swiss lady, 
whom he had married, ist very excel- 
lent woman, by whom he had teii chil- 
dren, one of which only, and that the 
youngest, lived, her name was Julia, 
who far excelled her very handsome 
mother in beauty, of whom we shall 
have something more to say, Bartho- 
lomew 
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lomew Dccastro, alias Old Crab, was 
a very strict and good divine, but 
preached rather satires than semiofis, 
and would scold his congregation. Iti 
addition to his learning, which was ad- 
mirable, he had great store of useM 
knowledge in all worldly noatters, and 
«6rtainly saved his brother John, and 
his brother-in-law the Earl of Bude- 
mere, from ruin. Old Crab would lie 
as much out of hufl)oar with himself 
as with others, if not more so; he used 
to say, the man that pteaseth himself 
pleaseth a fool. No man held money 
in more contempt than he; it gathered 
about him, however, as if in spite of 
him, such was the economy, such thfe 
frugality of him and his excellenft 
wife. Fortunq put some temptation 
in his way, but Old Crab growled at 
her whenever she held ojut her favours. 
He was a good farmer, and made a 
great deeil of money of the land which 
he. rented 'of his brother John. His 
farm was as neat as a garden, and his 

house 
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house as clean as a peony ; for \vhat 
he was abroad his wife was at home, 
who was. almost the oaly person whom 
he never quarrelled with. She was as 
sweet as sugar, he as sour as vinegar; 
and, odd as it may look, they were a 
v^ry affectionate couple. One thing 
morq : — oh new-yearV day Old Crab 
held what he called his Guinea Feast. 
Every farthrng which be owed in the 
world was punctually paid before the 
31st of December, and on the Ist of 
January he alwdys invited his frierids 
to dine with him, when there arose a 
Kttle erebtfon in the middle of the ta- 
ble with a small stage at the top of it 
made of glass, upon which a golden 
guinea was mounted in the sight of all, 
with ^ little label put round it, on 
which wa;s written, in letters of gold, 

*' This GuiN^KA is my own !" . 

At Lady-da:y Old Crab always came 
.t<y London to pay his brother's bills, 
mranage hif aunt Biddy's money mat- 
ters, ami a variety of other business. 

A year 
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. A year had now passed since he had 
seen his brother John, and when ^e 
came to London he found him a thing 
a great deal more worth looking at 
than he w^as a year agoj for he looked 
a great deal more like a fooH and that's 
a thing which is not seen above once 
in an hundred years. When Old 
Crab came to London he always put 
up at the Old Hummums in Covent 
Garden, a place wherea mai^ may have 
what sleep he likes but no. victuals. 
How came this when^hb brother had a 
house in town? Mr. Decastro's hours 
did not at all suit Old Crab. How 
came this when Old Crab's brother-ins- 
law, the Earl of Budemere, had a house 
in town ? Lord Budemefe's hours did 
not suit Old Crab, neither was t^r 
company much to his liking. Now if 
Mr. Decastro had played the devilthe , 
year before, he had played tlie devil 
and his dam in the last, that is to say 
he and his wife together, who, instead 
of making the memorable sentence 

which 
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which CM Crab chalked up on the 
drawing-room door the rule of therr 
conduct,, and a better was not to be 
seen upon the door at Delphos, had 
squirted mdney. away like kennel 
water. Old Crab soon found how 
inatters liad gone, on, so he put his 
brother's money into the banker's 
bands, and, having done what be had 
to do, he left London and. his brother 
John to settle their accounts as well as 
they could. Petticraft the lawyer was 
tht first ma9 to^ smell a rat, who ran. to 
Mr. Decastro'is house with an empty 
bagcin his hand to fetch the five thou- 
sand poui\ds iit^hich had been borrowed 
of him, and five per cent, now gcowing 
thereupon*. After Petticraft had got 
wj^d, fi>P he had run himself out of 
breath, Mr. Decastra and he thus 
talked together, videlicet : 

Mr. Decastro. — " What dy'e want, 
Mr; Petticraft?" 

Petticraft.—" I want my money,^ 



sir.'^ 



Mr. 
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Mr. D. -- " What's that to nie ? go 
to my brother." 

Pet. — ^** Go to the devil ! your bro- 
ther will not pay any more bills." 

Mr. D.: — *' Not pay any more bills 1" 

Pet. — " Not pay any more biljs." 

Mr. D.~ " Who put that into your 
head?" 

Pet-^" He did, he told me so him* 
self: — and vou too, I warrant" 
. Mr. D.— ^' I have not seen him." 

Pet. — -^^ Then you arc not like to see 
him ; he is gone out of town v — I am 
come ta you for my money," 

Mr. D. — " You have brought y<mt 
pitcher to the wrong pump: I want 
money asbad.as you." 

Pet. — •" I will have my money." 

Mr. D. — '* I most have it befbr* I 
can pay it. My brother's gone out of 
town!" 

Pet. — " Yes :— he bade n^ tell the 
tradespeople that they might come to 
you for their money if they wanted it 
— he would pay no moce bills : so I 

thought 
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thought I had as good come for my 
money first and tell them the news 
aftenvatds : the news comes pleasantly 
from a man who has got nothing 
upon his mind. Your brother told 
me that he bad left your money at the 
old place — :give me a check upon your 
banker — ^there is one ready drawn, 
you need only put your name in the 
corner." 

Mr. Decdfitro did so, and Pisttipraft 
ieft the house with a glad heart and ^ 
cheerful countenance ; but he carried 
all the gladqess cot of the house and 
left none* fqr Mr. Decastno, who feU 
into a fit of ti^ dumpi^ If a^ man'3 
wife cannot cheer him up^ aaad make 
him merry, who can ? In came Mra^ 
Decastro and asked her husband if he 
had got the belly-aehe ? " Curse tb^ 
beliy-ache," said he. '^ Aye," said she, 
M this fsotiifes pf drinking such strong 
giteen tea for yoUr breakfast." Upon 
wfekhshe rung the bell^ dncl ordei'ed 
Mr, P^rringfi to bring his master a 

glass 
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gfdss of brandy : the butler returnecf 
in a moment with a glass of brandy 
i>ut upon a silver waiter worth a thou* 
sand guineas r who could not have 
taken a dose of physic ofFsuch a waiter 
apd smacked his lips after it ?^ As sooiir 
as the brandy came within the lengtb 
of Mr. Decastro*8 leg he kicked the 
waiter and the brandy fifteen feet higb 
and called Mn Perrings a scoundrek 
Now there was great rrbgitig and 
knocking heard at Mr. Decasti^o^s 
street door, bills came in like a storn^ 
against a wall, and Mr. Decastrd drew 
upon his banker like a dragon : at 
last he drew a biU which the banker 
could not answer^ and for this reasoir^ 
viz. he had: bo more moncsy : so the 
man who ct^me last drew a blank, and 
he was not the only ojie- Mr. DecastrO 
had not paid hatf what he owed before 
the cat was gone and her skin too, as 
folks say. It would have puzzled a 
wiser man than Mr. Decastrd to pay a 
bill without m<Sney; so those whom he 

could 
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eB\M Qot pay in mo.dey he paid in 
promises ; which is a sort of p£iyment 
that is not in full of aU:deniaiKl$. Now 
what Mr. Decastro had not in him 
people could not get out of him, so a 
^eat many of the civillest of his 
tradesmen, for the saucy ones came 
first, were forced to sit down gentle- 
men of the future tense, videlicet, those 
tliat shall or will be paid. Time ran 
on as fast as Mr. Decastro ran in debt, 
and bright round another year with 
all the incumbrancer of the former two 
upon its back ad<kd to its own. At 
Lady-day Old Crab came as usual, 
paid his brQtl>er's xeiiits into the 
banker's hands, and left town 'without 
seeing him; he bad already seen more 
^han was good of him. When a man 
gets well into, the mud the exertion 
-oneirses to draw one leg up sinks the 
6thev still deeper than it was before ; 
tliis was Mr. Decastro's case, for the 
lirst step he took when he got his 
money from the north was, to pay the 

civil 
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civil men who had been so polite as to 
take promises instead of cash the ksfe 
year ; now when these were all paid 
there was nothing left for the saucy 
ones, who came about Mr. Decastro** 
head and ears like a nest of hornets. 
Old Crab had an eye upon his brother, 
and knew how he was going on. 
*^ Nothing will cure this crack-brain'd 
coxcomb but a good smarting," quoih 
he ; ** John is not in parliament this 
time, for the electors did not get drunk 
and of course did not chuse him, so the 
next visit I pay him may be in jail; 
Petticraft the lawyer told Old Crab 
how matters went on from time ^o 
time. 
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CHAPTER III. 

H(m Old Crab changed his muut-^his tM tvith ki^ 
. Brother John — how Mrs, Decastro heat the 
breath out of her Husband* s body, 

Anoth E R Lady-day came and brought 
Oid Crab to London as of old: — 
" How stand matters with brother 
John ?" quoth he to Petticraft. " He 
has left off playing tlie devil," quoth 
Petticraft, " to play a worse, ganie.^ 
" I am gjad to hear that the block-r 
head is mending his hand," quoth Old 
Crab. "Go once more to the house 
and see what can be done for him,'- 
said Petticraft : " I have borrowed 
money for him or he had been put in- 
to jail." ^* So you said last year," 
quoth Old Crab; ** hast borrowed any 
more since that time?" " I have," said 
Petticraft, " and more the last time 

than 
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than ever I did before." " How much/* 
said Old Crab. ** Ten thousand 
pounds/'said Petticraft. '* Verygood," 
quoth Old. Crab, " this makes fifty- 
thousand pounds?" " It does," said 
he. " Well," said Old Crab, *M wilt 
go and call on the bloclchead once 
more, and try if I can get him into 
my plans," Upon Mhich OW Crab 
went to his brother's house, and rais- 
ing his oaken towel, gave the door 
three bangs that shook the garrets. 
Mrs. Decastro, and her sister-in-law, 
Lady Buderaere, who were sitting at 
their breakfast, said the Park and 
Tower guns were firing, and Mrs. De- 
castro) rang the bell to ask what news 
were come. A footman, for Mr. De- 
castro kept a world of servants, who 
ran up stairs to answer the bell, opened 
the door and let Old Crab into the 
room. Mrs* Decastro and Lady Bude- 
mere started out of their chairs at his 
l^earance, md looked like two peor 

pic 



( 25 ) 

pie that were very much terrified. 
"Sit stfll and eat your victuals," 
quoth Old Crab; " whcre's brother 
John ? I would speak a word with 
hitti if you can find him." " He is 
getting up," said Mrs. Decastro, " wc 
expect him to come to breakfast 
presently." " Getting up !" quoth 
Old Crab; ** why, 'tis almost two 
o'clock ; does the fellow lie in bed all 
day?" Mr. Decastro now came in, 
and whether the ladies had finished 
their breakfast, or not, we could never 
get any good intelligence ; we think it 
most prudent, therefore, to say nothing 
about the matter ; they made the best 
of their way out of the room, however, 
and left Mr. Decastro and Old Crab 
at one another's mercy. When a man 
comes' into a room and finds a thing in 
it which he never expected to see, he 
fells into, great astonishment. " Bro- 
ther John," quoth Old Crab, without 
giving him time to recover his senses, 
"you are going, I find, upon a full 
VOL. I. G gallop 
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^iliop to the devil; I am come hcrt 
to stop you one moment upon the 
road, just to ask you one question be* 
fore you take the last plunge : liav6 
you or have you Hot a mind to bo 
saved from perdition?" " I have,** 
said Mr. Decastro, letting his lower 
Jaw fall and looking as white as a sheet, 
" iTieti," said Old Crab, " you must 
get out of London." " Get out of 
London!" said he, " where would you 
have me go?" "Why, not into that 
fool's paradise, Gimcrack Hall, ini 
Berkshire; come into the north and 
live amongst your tenants, where a 
landlord ought to be, in the old family 
castle at Oaken Grove: I have takeu 
care to keep the place from falling to 
pieces, a little money would make it 
comfortable, and as for the furniture 
It is none the worse." ** I shall not 
be able to live in such a great place," 
laid he, " I am afraid to tell you my 
reasons." " It is very like," quoth 
Old Crab ; ** but out of this place you 

• shall 
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shall come, and out of your profligate' 
gaog here, that will eat you out of 
house and home and laugh at you 
when they have done, if the devil 
come out of bell to pull against me; 
I am come to a mind not to stand by 
and see you ruined: so I told your 
lawyer I would change my mind, and 
come once more to see if any thing can 
be done for you." " O brother Bat!" 
Attd Mr. Decastro, covering his eyes 
with his hand, " you are come too late, 
I am ruined already! I don't know 
what it is that I owe, and am afraid to 
ask! — But I cannot come into the 
north." ** You shall come into the 
TOrth," thundered Old Crab, " if I 
carry you there upon a pitchfork ! 
The old family castle shall not be for- 
laken ; say me nay, and I will break 
yoiir bones to save your soul and body 
firpm everlasting damnation: come 
into the library, we shall have thcf 
women here presently, I would have a 
fittfe talk with you," Upon which^ 
ca Old 
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Old Crab seized his brother by the 
arm, as a kite wotrld a lark by the 
wing, and off he carried him, with aSi 
much ease, into the library ; When, hav*/ 
ing shut the door, he read him a lee*, 
ture that lasted two hours, the subject 
of which was profligacy, atheism^ andt 
bad company. Few men like to.be, told 
of their faults: Mr. Decastro, how- 
eVer, was prepared for his lecture, for 
he had sometime found that his life, 
was wrbng,^ which was proved by an 
argument that few could contradict, 
the ill effects of it. Old Crab scolded * 
furiously at the vices of the age, and 
went so far as to call a great many of 
Mr. Decastro's friends the devil's imps. 
He objected to his brother, his balls^ 
masquerades, concerts, conversations, 
and card parties on Sunday nights, 
and told him that full houses made 
empty pockets: to prove the truth of 
which Mr. Decastro had nothing more 
to do than just to put his hands into 
his own. In regard to his affairs, Old 

Crab 
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€rab told him that he knew enough to 
say that bis house in town and his 
tountry-seat in Berkshire inust be 
«old, but how much of the property in 
the north must be sacrificed he could 
not tell. '' Ah brother Bat!" said Mr. 
Decastra, with a rueful countenance 
" when you come to know how many 
4athom deep I am in debt you will find, 
when all is paid, we may run naked m* 
^tothe woods and live upon pig nuts* 
-Live amongst my tenants ! when all my 
btlb are paid I may live amongst other 
|M»>^le^s if 1 can get any bread to eat; 
4mt y^u will have no easy matter to 
bring me to live amongst my own.^' 
/^ BrotTier John," quoth Old Crab, 
/* we cannot tell how bad matters may 
fbetill we come to probe your wounds; 
your estates will be sadly mangled I 
doubt; but I have one thing to tell 
you, out of London you must go or 
your body will be laid by the heels in 
it" " O I am a ruined man !" said 
Mr. Decastro ; and clapping his hmds 
•y. c 3 one 
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^ne on each side of his head, with hii 
elbows raised in a straight line from h» 
shoulders, and his eyes to the ceiling, 
he had a mind to make his way out of 
the room through a door of solid oak 
which his wife opened just in time to 
prevent his dashing his head against 
it, not a little astonished at meeting 
her husband in the odd attitude afore* 
said; she stept aside or he would hsL^^ 
run her down, and forth he marched 
like one frantic. " What's the miat-. 
ter now?'* said Mrs. Decastro, staring 
at Old Crab ; " I wish you would get 
you gone into the north, you never 
come here btit you disturb my family/* 
** When the house is on fire Yis high 
time to disturb the family," quoth he. 
" House on fire !" said she, *^ what do 
you mean by that?" ** Mean! why, 
you and your husband have made the 
house too hot to hold' you — so yo|i 
must turn out, madiam," quoth Old 
Crab. " Turn out !" said she. « Turn" 
out," quoth he in a thundering voice. 

One 
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One cannot see in tlie dark certainljTf 
but when one gets too much light it is 
just as bad the other way; 30 one can* 
not hear any thing when there is no 
noise, and when there is a gre^t deal 
one 19 struck deaf, which was Mrs. 
I>ecasl;ro's case at this moment, fpr 0)4 
Crab spoke loud enough to be heard 
fccm London to Bl Alban's. Mr^. 
Decastro was struck dumb too as well 
as deafr for she said nothing. She 
had a nsagnifiaent house in town, and 
the U^ords "turn out" gave her a fit of 
the colic. Eve cried when she was 
tufned out of Paradise for non6 of her 
best qualities; but if she had been 
tuined out of such a, fine hopse. as ]V|pi. 
Decastro enjoyed in Grosvenbr-square 
she would have gone mad. Old 
Crab went on to give ^ome reasoi^ 
why she must turn otit, but spoke too 
loud to be h^rd. The human facul- 
ties have an odd way of accommodat-- 
ing themselves to emergencies, whiehi 
after a little, was the xase wi^ Mrs. 
c 4 Decastro's 
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Decastro's ears;. Old Crab told her 
that she and her husband had run to 
the end of their string : — that their 
vices began to knock at their doors :— 
that pay-day was corhe;-r.and that 
what Mr. Deeastro could not pay in 
, money he must pay in land and houses. 
He told her that they had kept more 
company than the house would hold, 
for there was no longer any room for 
the master and mistress in it; and ended 
as he began that she must turn out. 
These words were spoken by Old Crab 
in a voice as loud as thunder; it was 
quite impossible fof Mrs. Deeastro, 
and to give her her due she made sev^- 
r^ attempts, to interrupt him; her 
voice might as well be heard at th« 
falls of Niagark : l)ut as soon as there 
was a pause, she jumped up from off a 
sofa on which 'she had flung her body 
in a passion, and told Old Crab that he 
had come into the house on purpose to 
turn it out o' window, that all he had 
said was false, and ended her speech 

with 
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with calling him a great bear! At that 
word she bounced out of the room ; 
and, making a furious exit, casting an 
eye of vengeance on Old Crab, ran full 
upon her husband's stomach, who came 
into the room at that moment, and 
beat the breath out of his body. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Sw Mr. Decastro €&iied in Ms Debts — Mts mi 
Mrs, Decastro's Skill i» Aritkmetic-^Mr, Dc 
castro runs atcay in the middle of the JStight. 

We left Mr. Decastro at the end of 
the last chapter without any breath in 
his body, being violently struck by 
Mrs. Decastro's person without being, 
n^uch in love with her — he got a ter- 
rible knock — what a sad thing it is 
sometimes for a man and wife to come 
together ! " What d'ye think of that, 
brother ?" cjuoth Mr. Decastro, suck- 
ing up his breath. " Think !" quoth 
Old Crab, with a grin of indignation, 
" why, I think there are so many f6ols 
in the house that one can't open a 
door without tumbling over another. 
What brings you back?" " I am 
pome to ask what had best be done ?'* 
said he. " Done!'* quoth Old Crab. 
:'■■ > ^ "Why, 
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"Why> you must call your debte in, 
and when you have found what you 
owe, you must look what you have got 
to pay them with/^ Mr. Decastro was 
a very good sort of a gentleman in the 
main, but he had this one fault among 
others, viz. he was very obstinate, not 
in the right, for that would not have 
been so bad, but in the wrong and that 
was not so well. Old Crab, seeing 
what a fine trade his brother wa6 dri- 
ving, had advised with him from time 
to time to leave London and come into 
the North; but all he could do or say 
was equally in vain, he had as good 
pull against a mountain that were roll- 
ing down a precipice. Give a wild 
horse his head and he will sometimes 
stand still of his own accord. Old Crab 
tried this plan with his brother, but 
with this difference — he threw some- 
thing in his way to frighten him, which 
^as his ruin in this world and another. 
This world, however, was the most t6 
c 6 Mr* 
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Mr. Decastro's purpose at present, the 
other seemed to be too far off to have 
many terrors, so Old Crab spurred his 
creditors on who came about him in a 
full gallop like a troop of horse, and 
charged him with their bills in a very 
gallant manner; having done which 
Old Crab left London, and orders with 
Petticraft to tell him how matters went 
on. Mr. Decastro took his brother's 
advice for once and made a great call- 
ing for accounts. Now a bill is a thing 
that will cbme without a man's calling 
his heart out after it : Mr. Decastro, 
however, made a most monstrous call- 
ing all on a sudden, and his creditors 
began to think that he had found a 
great -pot of moq^y somewhere, and 
every body would be paid twenty shil- 
lings in the pound down upon the nail. 
This acted like a paregoric for a little 
time, but only served to noake thqm 
more restless afterwards. Mr. and 
Mrs. Decastro were seated in the li- 
brary, 
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brary, and every farthing which they 
owed on earth lay in mountains of 
paper upon the table before them. 
" Now, my dear," said he to his wife, 
" I would give a penny to know what 
it is that I owe in all." ^^ 

There had been a little blunder made 
in Mr. Decastro's education, for it 
chanced that amongst all other useful 
things he had not been taught arith- 
metic- To do justice to his parents, 
however, a writing-master was sent for, 
and he was put toapcounts. Hearing 
him cry, his mother came in one day, 
and asked what was the matter? 
" Master don't like figures, madam," 
said the schoolmaster. '* You have 
not been whipping my child, I hope, 
w?" said his mother. " No, madam," 
said he. "Nasty figures," said she; 
so the writing- master was sent out of 
the house, and his mother filled the 
boy's mouth with sugar- candy. ** My 
dear," said Mr. Decastro to his wife, 
"I would give a penny to know what 

it 
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it is that I owe in all : suppose we go 
to work, and see if we can make it oot 
between us ;" and to work they went 
one morning, and soon got into such 
a puzzle that they scarce knew their 
right hand from their left ! Having 
heard that wonderful things come from 
great exertions, they went to work 
again after dinner, and kept on sum- 
ming until five o^clock the next day, 
when they came to a grand total which 
frightened them both out of their wits; 
for they had made it out that Mr. De- 
-castro owed more money than would 
pay off the national debt. Mrs. De- 
castro wrung her hands; Mr. Decastro 
gave himself a dismal blow on the fore- 
head, and they went to bed very well 
satisfied in one thing, viz. that they 
were ruined. The morrow happened 
to be Sunday, a day in which all trades- 
men's shops, and books, and mouths 
are shut as far as business and money 
matters go, which made it a day of 
rest to Mr. and Mrs. Decastro, v^o 

thought 



thought , they might 'as well sleep in 
their beds as at churchy so they staid 
at home and slept soundly M^ithout the 
help of a sermon. This made Mr. De- 
castro fresh for the ailairs of the next 
night/ when he put some things into a 
portmanteau in the middle watch^ took 
a servant and a couple of horses^ and 
rqde out of the gayest city in the world 
as if it had been all on fire, leaving a 
note to inform Mrs. Decastro that he 
was gone on business into the north. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Him Mr. Decastro was cowoerted to CkHsttamty-r- 
how Mrs, Decastro sat .upon thorns in Londofi — 
a Descriptitm of Oaken GroDe. 

Mr. Decastro had been twice at church 
in his life— when he was christened, 
and when he was married, which was 
once tnore than most of his acquaint- 
ance. As for religion he never thought 
about it, and none of his friends ever 
put it into his head, or took it into 
their own, except Old Crab— but more 
of this presently. We must now at- 
tend Mr. Decastro upon his journey, 
on which, whatever leather he might 
lose, he lost no time. He had an ex- 
cellent horse, and his groom as good, 
and they galloped away like smoke 
before the wind. After a great deal of 
galloping they galloped at last into 
Old Crab's farm-yard. ** Brother 

John," 
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John/' quoth he, putting his head out 
of \vindow, " what the devil brought 
you here ?'* " Look ye, brother Bat," 
said he, " if ever I go to London agaia 
I will gallop through hell to it! — I 
have been ruined in it : I have called 
in all my bills and cast up all, and if 
my estates were ten times as many and 
fifty times the worth, and all sold at 
the best hand, they would not pay half 
of what I owe! — Hide me, brother 
Bat, hide mc from the world ! for I am 
a beggar." At which words the poor 
gentlem?in wept Old Crab knew his 
brother to be in some very. great mis- 
take, but was willing to make the best 
of it, and said, '* Look you, brother 
John, this comes of not taking my 
advice in time : if those words which 
I chalked up upon your door, some 
years ago, had been made the rule of 
your conduct, you had no cause to sit 
by my fire-side with your stupid head 
between your knees sniv'ling like a 

blockhead," 
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blockhead.'* ^* Do not abuse a'raau ift 
distress, brother Bat," said he, sobbing. 
^* O that yoii Imd never been disin- 
herited ! O that I had never come to 
the estates! I niight have Irved fru- 
gallyj like you, upon a little, and never 
qome to want and beggary P'-^^* Hold 
up your head, y^u fool, and answer nm 
>ome questions : you have called in 
your debts you say, and cast up all 
that 3^u owe; what is the total?'.' 
When Mh Becastro nam^ the surti 
i31d Crab fell a laughing. Mr. Dor 
ciaatro said it was inhuman to laugh a^ 
his miseries however he might deserve 
them all. '^ You blockhead," quoth Old 
Crab, ^* you aire only fit to be laughed 
at; you have called in your debts you 
^ay, and cast all up; have you takoi 
any steps towards the payment of 
them ?" ^' None," said be ; " for see- 
ing the impossibility of my ever being 
able to pay one half of them, I r^n 
aAvay from my creditors in the night. 
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brother Bat, tell me what it is that 
you are worth, for I, my wife, and my 
two babes roust depepd on you for 
our bread ! Your farm must be sold— 
tbe creditors will have all.'' •• If my 
farm is to be sold I will buy it," quoth 
Old Crab, " and if your creditoi^ 
come here I will break their bones." 
'^ You buy it !" said Mr. Dccastro, 
*^bow can you buy it?" "That's 
neither here nor there," quoth Old 
Crab; *^ J have put a penny by, but 
dutt's neitlier here nor tbere^-r^Ill 
break thar bones^ I tell you, if thegf 
e&nne here, a pack of tawdry scoun- 
dfds that are ruining their own familiea 
to live like such profligate dogs as 
yoiiFself ! Come, John, hold up your 
head and dry your tears; if you will 
promise to follow my advice, I may 
do soHiething for you which you little 
expect: have you brought your papers 
with ypu ?" *^ I have," said he, staring 
eagerly at Old Crab, as a drowning 
man at one who holds out a hapd to 

save 
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Save him. "Well, we will look mt6 
them after dinner," which was nowpirt 
upon the table, " arid see how matters 
will be," said Old Crab.—" Come, 
John, draw your chair, here's a roatid 
of beef of my own feedingy you are 
, heartily welcome — let us have no more 
sniveling." Mrs. B. Decastro now came 
Jn, and her daughter Julia, about ten 
years of age, one of the most beautiful 
little girls that ever was seen* Old 
. Crab's wife and daughter were new to 
Mr. Decastro, for this* was the first 
visit that he had ever paid his bro- 
ther in the north. He liad not felt 
himself so much at his ease for some 
time, and, notwithstaridiug the sore 
places in his mind, he fell to the boiled 
beef, carrots, cabbage, and potatoes, 
and ate like a man that had come off 
a long journey. The neatness and 
comfort of Old Crab's house, and 
his calm and cheerful fire-side, where 
the crackling : of the bilfets made all 
the disturbance, very much soothed 

Mr. 
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Mr. Decastro's troubled spirit, and be 
felt like a sailor who had got into a 
snug harbour after the driving and 
tossing of some dreadful storm. He 
was much pleased with the soft engag- 
ing manners of Mrs. Decastro, and 
little Julia did every thing she could 
to make her uncle welcome. As soon 
as the maid-servant had taken the 
dinner away, which consisted of a 
noble round of beef, vegetables, and a 
hot apple pie, " Come, brother John,'* 
quoth Old Crab, ** I have no Bur- 
gundy or claret for you, but can bring 
you a bottle of as good old port as 
any in England, and what will give 
it a better relish," added he, draw- 
ing the cork, " it is paid for." That 
touched poor Mr. Decastro in one 
of his sorest places ; he took a glass 
of .wine, however, by way of a cordial, 
and said he had never tasted a better 
in any of the best taverns in London. 
*' Now, brother John," quoth Old Crab, 
" we will come to business, I never 

keep 
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keep any secrets froth my wife, so jroa 
ttiay Jipeak your mind beforft Rachel.** 
Little Julia, who had begun to loolc to 
tlie dairy, now made her curtsey and 
retired to her occupation. Mrs. B. 
Decastro, a woman of tender feelings, 
often shed tears while Old Crab an J 
his brother were talking their matters 
over. The papers ^vere now opened, 
and Old Crab soon made an entry of 
ill Mr. Decastro's debts in a fair copy- 
book, but did not at that time point 
out the blunders in his brother's calcu- 
lations, willing to make the best of his 
terrors, and turn them to his advan- 
tage. The time of the year was now 
at hand for Old Crab's journey to 
London, and he began to prepare mat- 
ters accordingly: and we think Old 
Crab placed no little confidence in his 
wife's virtue to leave a man of good 
person and of such loose principles as 
Mr. Decastro in his house during his 
absence, which was like to be of longer 
duration that time than it had ever 

beeu 
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been hefote upon account of his bra-. 
tber's afikirs. Now to have seducol 
his. brother's wife at the very moment 
ire was engaged in his service^ and (hat 
of so much importance too, were just 
the veiy sort of gratitude which a man 
of the world was in duty bound to 
shew his friend : and what is the use 
of friendship if all things are not com-* 
mon among friends? Mr. Decastro, 
however, was never more remiss in any 
matter; one reason might be, and a 
very extraordinary one it was, Reader^ 
that before Old Crab sat out for the 
south a very remarkable event took 
place, which was none other than the 
conversion of Mr. Decastro to christi-p 
aniiy, for he had much talk with his 
brother on religious matters, which 
esded in bringing him over to the 
cbnstian faith; and indeed Mr. De*^ 
castro had hitherto been little bett» 
than an atheist; now having so many 
good things about him he certainly 
had w much to be thankful for as any 

man. 
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il^, and that makes for the weader 
of the matter that 4be .ricshfynt tB<ii 
should be, for the most ipar£> ^^m 
least religious. . Tbati^ nmn^.wfac&kU& 
the. most good things in ihtsf worl^ 
should be the least thaukfuVJJ^Siofcaa 
little odd; but Mr. Decastfo nev«i> 
said "thank ye" for any tbieg that 
heaven had been. so good.aa^^o gn^ 
him : he had been x^hristenpd it; is..b|im# 
and godfather* Si^^g^odnvJthers h^ 
promised and vpwed very gOQ4 ttringa 
in his name, but it bad J>eeu to very 
little purpose ; he was as much aii hea-* 
then as the dog- ribbed Indiajii. .Old 
Crab had touched him upon r^ligi^ji!^ 
matters before now, but cQuld nevir 
get him in a mind to lend an ear tq 
grave stuiF,^ as he used to c^ll religi^ip^ 
with a sneer, which none made aijjy, 
account of but such as filled their pqc-r 
kets and their bellies by it, and was 
fain to leave him after a few bitter in- 
vectives. Some men are made good 
upon the spur of evil, or, at least, ar€^ 

often 
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omn prrifitpased by it to bteome'so ; 
Md OW Crab did not tet slip so favour^ 
able an opportunity to i;ound his bro* 
tl^ralittle in the ear upon this subject 
at the present moment. I^r. Decastro 
amcmgst other unfprtunate qualities^ 
had a very high conceit of his own abi- 
lities, which led him to conclude that 
if he met with an argument which he 
could not answer, npbpdy else could 
do it. Old Crab xM^t his advantage 
of this matter, and so ill a thing as self- 
conceit was'seldom brought to so good 
a use. Old Crab opened a plan of 
works against his brotlier's infidelity^ 
imd brought his artillery to bear upon 
bis profligate and vicious life, and beat 
down every defence of his conduct by 
charging his brother home with the ill 
efifects of it, who soon found himself 
too much within shot to stand his 
ground for a moment upon this sub-- 
ject. In regard to religious matters, 
Mr. Decastro. began to argue with his 
brotlier at first, but soon ran aground^ 
VOL. I. D and 
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and no wonder, wliisrc n^re aMe Wai 
Ihan himself had come to a stan<i9eftMfe 
him. He s^tafed at Old Cfablilce ofie'ifi 
amazement, and'begaio to think fifm h. 
Very extraordrnary person who coultt 
bring so many argomerits into'tfie^l^ 
which he could no more conqder ,t^aSl 
overthrow mountains. It may lodk a 
little odd that Mr. Decastro should 
owe his conversion to' chwtianity so 
riiuch to his self-concftit : but^e took 
it for granted that every argutrietot 
must needs be true which he could not 
prove to be false. Old Crab fonowefl 
him np atid brought him at last to 
listen to his instructions witTi all the 
silent attention of a chilid. '* Upon 
my soul," said Mr. Decastro, ^X'h^ 
no idea that these parsons hiid so nfittefe 
to say for themselves ;''' arid began to 
think, and \visely Enough, that it wdtill 
be no disparagement to his abilities tO 
be convinced by the same argum^nfira, 
^d believe in the same things wl^i^^ 
Newton, an Addison, and i Xockie 

had 
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lSI04 Mia Cjp^nvioceii by, und believed 
\u, (lefoce bim* Old Crab inow ppt 
some gopd books into his brother's 
band^ii which gave great furtherauce 
to his arguments, and left hitn to me- 
^it||^ upoOt and to digest, what had 
Wen«aid. He then setoff for Londoni 
«£iMdAt all points, to meet Mr.Decafl^ 
X^'s creditors 

Tlie talking about London puts n^ 
^n mind that we have left a distressed 
Jady ito that gay city, to whose relief 
Old, Crab was ^coming, like a knight 
erranti with all speed. Now a lady ia 
disti^ss k usually pitied by most fnea 
md :«Qme women ; a good cfeai, how*- 
ever^ depep.ds upop the sort of distress, 
And the manner in which it comes : i,t 
i^ame to pa^s in Mrs. Decastro's cas^, 
Jthat sbe not only got no pity from mar 
ny, but some were heartily glad to 
hear that her husband was run away 
from his creditors and was ruined; 
land 30 kind were many that they not 
.only did not wish that her trouM^ 
Da werp 
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#erc less, but, on the ,otUer hmd^ 
wislied they were ten times as many ; 
this was a little ill-natured, it i^as ne* 
verthcless very tme for jail that- To 
explain this, the splendour of IVJr. Dg- 
castro's fortune, the magnilioeiicq of 
his establishment, and the grandeur ii^ 
his entertainments,* raised' Jjimiv^i^g^ 
enough in the world of all op^Qsq^flty^ 
if he could have been content ^vitlp^iii^ 
bringing pride to top the bujIdlBg,} 
that thing gave folks much / of&ciqf ,} 
add to which a saucy tHnn>pb oy^ 
others, who, in an attempt to rival ijif 
extravagance, either ruiaed qr lame^ 
their fortunes, or gave up a cont;e$^ 
with much bitterness of heart to wWc]^ 
they found themselves, unequal Thu^ 
the groutid was forelaid fo^ S^?f$ 
rejoicings when Mr. .Decastro's foo^ 
should slip, and many rejoiced wi||| 
ex^^eding great joy accordingly,— 
Mrs. Decastro, as soon as it came to 
be known that her husband was tvl% 
mway, did not care how little people 

looked 
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looked At her, and though she shut 
herself up in her house was never at 
home in it Sundt*y reports caipe 
abroad donc^ning Mr. Decastro; sofloe 
said. he had not only made his escape 
out of London, but out of the world, 
,that he had put a pistol to his head 
siod blown his brains out ; othei^i that 
llQ'b^ ftMight a duel with one of .his 
tredttors who had blown his brains out 
for him and saved him that trouble; 
.others, that he had run away from his 
wits as well as his creditors^ and was 
tiapt up in a dark room and a strait 
waistcoat. There were other reporto, 
«ad no wonder, when so many tongues 
were in n^otion, but these shall content 
iti at present. In regard to her perspb, 
Mrs, I>ecastro was so far safe from aH 
assaults of the law, which comes down, 
like other things, with all its venge- 
ance upon the poor husband's head, 
and never meddles Avith the wife; a'hd 
though man and wife are one flesh, yet 
when the husband's flesh is put into 
v3 jjlil 
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jarf the wife's flesh is left out for some 
reasotv^ though the fault may be more 
h her flesh than his. When Old Crab 
can^e into the house, he found matters 
in it at sixes and se;vens; servants 
grumbting for wa«it of their wages, 
butchers refusing meat, bakers bread, 
coal-merchafits coals, and all roi^ring 
for money like mad ; and when it was 
known that Old Crab was come again 
into his brother's matters, it was irx- 
pected that he would be pulled in pieces^ 
and he certainly would if he had beea 
a bank-note. But he did not ctmc 
iwth.** I promise to pay" written upon^ 
Itm person : Old Crab was a man wfee^ 
tiever mude any such rash promises ia 
rlhese cases; he had not been in the 
tvouse an hour, howe^^er, hefoi-e he halB 
twenty men upon him with bills in their 
hands. He lifted hii oaken towel^ 
drove them before him like dust, and 
told them there might be five shillinga 
in the pound for the rascals for any 
thing ht knew, but would not give h*^ 

wor4 
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vfotd for that iThe sight of the old 
paymaster, however, gave the creditors 
great hopes. The first thing Old Crab 
did when he caiine to town was to sell 
his brother's houseinGrosvenor-squarCi 
which he did for ready money, to one 
Jj^ord, Delamere, of whom Mr. Decastrp 
toMght it. The house had been pawn- 
ed to Mr. Decastro for a play-debt ia 
which his wife was concerned, when 
Xx)rd DeUmerc, getting into troubled 
waters, Mr. Decastro paid his lordship 
th^. difference, at that time much ia 
want of mopey, and took; the house—r 
and this tp b^ revenged upon his lord- 
ship upoi^ a: quarrel, for he instantlj 
tinned ^lini and^ his family into the 
ftreet. Thi^ w^s ^o.t much to Mr. De- 
5^tro's CTe4it, but as all know it, 'ti$ 
jj^ y^iffi tp ?fty more or less about the 
pj\^t^; things turn about in this 
world iind corne strangely home to a 
map's own door;, a rich uncle died 
^^d lefV V^T^ Delamere agQod fortune* 
J^pney wa^ Aow ^ ebb with Mr. De- 
D 4 castra 
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Castro and at flow with his lordship, 
who had now an abundance, so he was 
glad of an opportunity to regain his 
old family house, and be revenged in 
his turn upon Mr. Decastro's family. 
Old Crab knew all this, and did not 
fish the waters in vain for Lord Dela- 
•mere, who gave him his price at a 
word, and the means, if need might be, 
of getting Mrs. Decastro speedily out 
of London ; for it was his intention to 
take her and the children back with 
him into the north : so the house was 
sold over Mrs. Decastro's head, and 
she none the wiser, and that to the 
bitterest enemy she had in the worlA 
When Old Crab came to the door, he 
gave it three or four hard bangs with 
his great oaken towel as usual, and* 
asked for Mrs. Decastro, when the man 
who answered the knocker said his 
tinistress was not at home. " You lie, 
you scoundrel!" quoth Old Crab; 
" tell her I am come, or I will break 
your bones." Upon which the foot- 
man 
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man seeing the oaken towel raised 
over his head, dashed away, and Old 
Crab walked op stairs after him, and 
found Mrs. Decastro sitting with the 
children and in tears. He bade her pre* 
pare to go back with him into the norths 
but she refused to leave the house* 
Women are apt to be obstinate some- 
times, but it is very foolish, and if men 
are so too, they are none the wiser for 
that "What am I to do in the north ?'^ 
skid she. ^^ It is no matter," quoth 
did Crab, " you will know when you 
come." " Her^ husband might run 
where he liked," she said, •* but none 
should turn her out of that house, for 
her money bought it,^ and her's it was." 
This was true,: for her fortune was sold 
okt of the funds to pay LordI>elamere 
tli^ balance, but her moniey lay under 
no tie. " We will talk a little about 
that when I come out of Berkshire," 
said^he. " What are you going to do 
in Beiksbire ?" said she. ^* I am going 
torsdt the estate there," said he, " to 
D 5 help 
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lielp to pay your debts/' ^I& there 
enough to pay them," said she, ** wfaeii 
all is sold ?** ** You will be wisef wbeii 
you know," qooth Old Ci-ab ; " but 1 
cam6 to tell you that I shall take yon 
atad the cbitdrea back with Q)e into the 
iK>rtb, when I come out of Beikshhe ; 
so pack up jrour tatters and be feady/' 
While Old Crab \ras in Berkshire it 
came to Mfs. Decastro's ears, whertf 
bad news would come sometimes, that 
her house was sold, and that Lord De* 
kmcre bad bought it. This intelli- 
gence turned Mrs. Decastro into stooer 
and it would have been well if this pe-^ 
trefaction had held her, for then Ae 
would have felt nothii^, for a stone, 
some say, has no Ibeling : but flesh and 
blood unhickf ly came again and brought 
back those nice feelings which are a 
sad trouble to some folks. She wa» 
now in great terror, and sent letteis, 
tod, at last, ene by express, after 0)d 
Crab into Berkshire; slie cxpeeted 
erery hour to be temed out goods moA 

chattsls 



b^f »l?fl,fl»)t ppoa \\kQm$, and there 
¥^ ;«Hm^ leftv^j h^^r^ not b^Yiflg^ 
^y ea^r ^»Ui9» ^ pjrejpnt to pjif 
nnd^rn^^ h^r* Wpnf^u find t][ie u^fi 
Qf tnen soip^times, though the^ cao^ 
scarcely fve]r give them a good woird j 
aod it ia fit they should for being $o 
sjUH^y' O^ Crab and Mrs. Decastro 
1^ uever been the be3t of friends ; fpir 
I^s. Decastro wa^ a very fine lady and 
a very extravagant on? too, and that 
was a sort i>f thing which Old Crab 
w^ never rfk\ich in Iqve with. He cast 
np her miUin^s, mantua-roakers, per- 
fupierSi lacen^n, embroiderers, furriersi, 
silktpen, ^tificial-florists, fiorists^ con- 
fectioners^ dentists^ goldsmiths^ silver- 
sipitfas, jewe^ers^ and other the like 
hiUa^ with jn^y grms of indignation^ 
and told her she would co;me to ruin 
ajftd^A j^ily if ^ could i^hpwer down 
gold out of ]^r petticoats as often as 
she h^ ^ inind to shake herself* She 
W^ allowed huf a tihou4and pounds a- 
D^ year 
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year for her piit-money, she saitl/ tfii4^ 
if men pinched their wivcsiti that mkn*' 
ner they must expect outstanding bill* 
fbr necessaries which no woman on the 
face of the earth can do without Old 
Crah must be very unreasonable, in-' 
deed, not to be satisfied with this an* 
swer : he did nothing but growl at her, 
however, and took leave to say that 
" many a man kept himself and hia 
wife and a family of ten children upon 
less money, and owe no more than he 
could pay at the year's end.** " She had 
heard of more being done by less," she 
said, " in old story books, but mfra- 
cles had little to do with the present 
times ; it were very like, indeed, that 
a country parson that lives in a pig- 
stye, should know what was enough, 
or what was not enough, for the ex- ' 
penditure of a woman of distinction/^ 
" Miracles have very little to do with 
the present times, that may be true,'* 
quoth Old Crab, " or who knows but 
you. might come to set folks a good 

exam- 



m»ple?- But tbe devil has hht 
so long ia jfour body, dsat it would, 
be BO eMjr matt^ to turn him out 
c^his old lodgings^ and still less so 
to iseep hkn, when he was cast out^ 
from ruHning back again to bis old 
quarters.? Thus Old Crab and Mrs. 
Decast^ro would spit sulphur at one 
another for an hour together, and 
whatever love Old Crab might have, 
for. her, she very certainly Ipved fhe 
devil a great deal more than she did. 
Old Crab: and though she had told 
him that she hated the si^ht of him a 
thousand times, she had taken such a 
liking to him all on a sudden, that she 
even sent a man and horse express to 
fetch him out of Berkshire, as soon 
as a man could come. Mrs. Decastro 
had taken it into her head that she 
1^ a great many friends in London, 
but as soon as her husband was said to. 
be a beggar, and she no better, she 
had a very Imrd matter to find one. 
Prosperity makes friends, but adversitjr 

tries 



tiiel ^asbi. > Mr* add Mris. l^eiik^tao^ 
fHoiidf , iiownrei^^ wa^ymj «u;sfh Kl»: 
vater, tlaie very? tint bole ihatufasmadBf 
io Mr* Decasfro's tftatc^out Idicgr alb 
1011 atit ^ Qitneot friend,, tbougb. not 
steciing, that c^me vitl| money ^mick 
ivent vUh mooey ; thcy^ studk to Mt^' 
Deoastro'sgold like dart upon a gtrasaa^ 
that comes with it and goes with it;^w: 
and the best friend at kut that they- 
had to their backs was Old Crab, a 
rough piece of stuffy but soipd stofiv 
Old Oab was solid silver, many other 
of tfaeir friends were but plated ; after 
alitde use their surface got rubbed off, 
and they showed their base metaU 
They that treat others lU^ are alway»t 
the first to expect to he ill-treated themr 
selves. Conscience, a ftactious brat 
no nume can quiet, will be bawling in^ 
their ears, and sever let such as do jU^ 
have any itst» Mr. and Mrs; Decaa^. 
tro^ glad -of an opportunity to be re« 
verged on Locd Dekunere, upon a 
qoarteVthe came 4^ which we dacenotf 

ejs;- 
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explain ; nay ^ glad even to tmy m^e at 
any cost, (wl»tt better xm could mMfy 
be put to ?> turned him »txi hit hfsmly 
QQt of tbc hov»e with m^ike enou^ 
to enrage ibe im»t good^nsiturbd coii^ 
science in the world. Now CAine the 
scourge and the guilty back together ^ 
and in ^sad truth, if Mrs« Decastro bad 
been in a House of Correction she would 
have felt lets than she did in this, for 
there a liltle hard labour and a little 
whipping, and all would have bem 
ov^, but here she had no quiet day or 

»igbt. 

Mfc Decastro had a very fine pro- 
petty in Berkshire, and a noble man- 
sion bttilt oBone part <^f it, but Old 
CraJb eo^ld ^skot ^o ceadily find a pur- 
chaaer fcr it as he did for the Jiou^ m 
t9mA ; he .$akl a good slice of it, hpw- 
e^er, £o a nei^^our, but still had 
e%hty thousand pounds worth Jeft 
niion hla band^; which he disposed pf 
in the following n^nner. He had a 
Ij^ Qffk^n put lender hi9 care> named 
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Genevieve Ab Roma/ k sister's only^ 
diild, whose patents Were dead. Her 
ftther, who was a Jew, had amaissed 
much wealth in the Indies, and, dying, 
left it all in ready money to his daugh- 
ter, to the amount of a hutidred thou-^ 
sand pounds. The prudent Jew, know^ 
ing Old Crab, appointed hiAi her guar- 
dian and trustee, leaving orders thati 
seventy or eighty thousand pounds 
should be laid out in land for her use. 
Old Crab saw this would be a good 
opportunity; the laud was excellent,^ 
and the house new, for Mr. Decastro's 
farther built it, and situate in a county 
which some have called, and, pethaps, 
with some truth, the Garden of Eng- 
land. Lord Delamere, in want of a'* 
house in the country, took it on a 
good lease of Old Crab, and the busi* ' 
riess in Berkshire was done : he wa^ 
now, therefore, at leisure to read Mrs.' 
t)eca8tro*s letters; when, telHng the 
ihan, who came express with the last,* 
to get along back again to tDwtt> ^tid 
^ say 



aay he was comings he mounted tte 
box c^ a stagercoach and soon made 
his words good. . 

On his return to London he found 
Mrs. Decastro in a sad taking. She 
had bad a fit, but was recovered, . for 
one told her that Lord Delameve's 
carriage was at the door; which was a 
li£^ apd, perhaps, the only one that was 
ever told in London. It was a woa^ 
der it did sot make greater dis* 
turbance. Mrs. ^ Decastro, however^ 
was BO asjtonished at it that she &ii 
mto a fit: '^ O sir," said she, upon 
Old Crab's entrance, '^ I am glad yqit 
are come! O what.a dreadful situar*^ 
tion I am in ! " " If you don't like it,** 
said he, ^^ you inay change it fot 
Mother." /'^ What right hare you, 
sir^" said she, taking .fire, ^^ to sell mjf 
house ? Was not the whole. of my for- 
tune sold xxit of the. funds to the U^t 
shilHog to buy iti^" // Whbt's thft ^joa 
man brnwling at ?". cjuoth OM Crab ,* 
*^ your fortune was not put under your 

direction 



dkection aad ^tpfmntsmnt wben. b^^ 
tiler J<^a got a laceiise to tic an^ ;a8$ 
and a fool together. YcHi'd better 
hoU yo^r toi^iie tiU ycrai can talk 
about what yo4& understaad, wao^an !^ 
*^ If the house must be spld/,' said sliev 
*<'-what, iu the name of heaven, did 
3^Qift 4sell it tv Lord Delamere foiV! 
^Seventy tbonsao^ p9n]uld|"viq^9tb 
Qkt Crab, ** 1 think J ahall go.di^r 
tfatttedv" said sbt^. if savtog oan h^ 
called s{>ealitB^9 ^^ y(Hi know what J 
;BifiaflKmthe man b my tnea^-r-hfi wiU 
tarp f9e in ta the^ slreat.^ ^^ J kn&ff 
H^'' qmoOx Old Crab, " an4 aoWf it to 
him to «huse, asd foo* that: p^iAipi)a«i'f 
**^ ^FoF what purpose ?" said she- ;* VXo 
^fc 3^ou tamed out/' quoth Old CraW 
^(^ B^t >y<»ii11 ecimd oiit now' willimK/k 
licAng tuplied ^ot, per]uq>^^ >^n^ I 9|^ 
fbr y^tii and' I shalt be re»iy in^ fticvt 
dbys t^ retunisatatfaestoitb.'? ^^ Whdt 
»^H)1 \ra& I," saM slie,. "to giy^ awajy 
myself ani) i]ivy£prtiniei|(tifi9 manner! 
I al Drays thdogh« this home and fur^ 
* ^ ^ niturc 
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Bttui^ my own, for my money bought * 
it; aitdthat no creditor of my husbaid 
cduld dare to lay a finger upon h!" 
^' It is not the first time you have 
thought wrongi" quoth OW. Crah, 
" by la pretty many, madam, kt that 
be your cOmfort" ** Comfont !" cried 
dbe, ^' what comfort hate I left me? 
ain I 'not at this cUfstfd ftllowV merc^ 
tohd tnisulted aiud turned out into the 
highway ?'* " I suppose," quoth Old 
Crab, with a grin, ** you do as yon 
ivbuki: be done by.'^ ITbi^ put Mra 
Becastro /beyond all patiebee, and $he 
flung but 6f the room like one mad 
She had not been gone one mooient^ 
however, before sl^ bounced in agaiv^ 
and almost . ran her heid into Old 
C^b's teethe who ^as coming oufc 
Sjm ittade two or three attempt* to 
speak, but something tboked'her^ at 
hkt she tossnid hersdf upon a sofa» 
and fell a crying. Old Crab leaned 
upon his oaken towel and stood and 
looked at her without speaking one 

word* 
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Word, A flood of tears gave het A 
little relief, when she leaped off the 
'sofa, and coming up to Old Crab, who 
€tood his ground, though he did tiot 
tknow What to expect, she said, " T 
am reduced to the necessity of beg- 
ging for your protection.^ " You 
would have done yourself more credit, 
if you had not asked for it,'* quoth Olrf 
Crab, " and me too if yoli had not 
thought it necessary. But out of thii' 
place you shall come, or I will put a 
ferret into the house thak shall maker 
the rats bolt, and you too, iftadom, 
amongst other vermitt-^but 1 have 
something else to do than stand talk- 
ing to a doll. A word with you: 
this <)ay week, at two a^clock in the 
morcting, I shall call for you arid the' 
children to go back with me into the 
north : be ready at the time." " How 
are we to go ?" said she. " In the 
dtage-coach," said he. ** I never was 
in such a thing as a stage-coach jn Aiy 
life," said she. " This will be the .first 

time 
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time ihtn;' said he.. " But ^btll I b^ 
tafe here till you come?" said she. 
** Trust to tnc/' quoth Old Crab, and 
away he went : and those words froni 
^ Old Crab were as good as another's 
bbnd. As soon as he was gone she 
fell to pack up her clothes and her 
jewels, which are sometimes the first, 
things that run in a wonma's head, 
^nd the last things that quit possession 
of her heart A footman came in soon 
after Old Crab's departure, to ask her 
if she would chuse to be at home to 
Lady Budemere? If Mrs. Decastro 
had any female friends at all, the 
Countess of Budemere was certainly 
x>ne: the servant had orders to intro* 
duce her ladyship. After the usual 
salutation/ they talked in the following 
manner. 

Mrs. D. Q my dear Lady Bude- 
mere, was ever aay poor unfortunate 
wmtch ia such a situation as I ami! 
Delamere has repurchased our house 
~his insolent triumph over us wiil - 

break 
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break tny heart — I know nojt whsfc to 
expect) ot how much misery wiU.comeJi 
irexran bat be ruined, atid that 1 :bc-* 
liet'e we arr, far all our estates put to« 
gether will not half pay jour <kbtal 
What will become of us heaven, only 
know^s! The chiWren and I ^re to be 
f>acked off into the north next week iu 
a stage-coach. I have not 9(}e^ a 
creature, jbut yourself, sinc^ Mr. De^ 
castro left London; the Groves, you 
know, are in Scotland : you and Mrs» 
Grove ape the best friends I have in 
the world. 

Lady B. I am sorry for you, with 
ajl my heart. If I can be of any help, 
of any c<)mfort or assistance to yxiu, 
command my services. As to moufiy, 
X<ord Budemere's affairs are at present 
in such a way that you cannot expect 
-tbat^ any thing^«lse, my dear sister— 

Mrs. 2>i O I am sick of mpnay ! 
idon't talk about mo»ey-*if my fortune 
had been secured to me> I could have 
'set the >vorld s^d all its malice at de- 
fiance. 
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0aii^e. ' Ttils housfc, wfei<:li 'I' alirayi 
l^bii^ht my own, Mil fbr the beit of 
i^asons too, because tnf-m^ney bought 
it, I find I canndt keep. O my ddar 
fiffeterf in \vhat igtiorancJe are we wo- 
tnen brWI how are Ni^tUft at the 
taercy o^ tlkw otiief Ifek*! and, what 
ihakes' matters ^orse, Wheti not one in 
'a htindi^ed of them is an honest ttiari! 
Can we call our persons, out riioney, 
or dur very souls our o\vrn? souls t 
%hat is a woman's 'sdul good foi' after 
a man has Wbbed her of all her 
moirey ; or her person, when she 
fe no longer worth a farthing? who 
cares a farthing for her when she h not 
iidrih ovkT She is no longer better 
than a bit of dirt, arid it must best very 
fiftlie'bit of dirt, 6r it comes into land, 
iind gets worth scratching ^nd ^biting 
%h' ^If a'Woman thaft h tiimed down 
loose in the World with her pooTiefs ftiU 
of money goes ten steps in it without 
getting plundered, sh* must tnove in 
^n uninhabited ' i^latid ! The only 

comfort 
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comfbft I had left me when my hus- 
band ran aground, was the thought^ 
that I had a good house of my own^ 
which none could take from nie, bpught 
as it was with my own money, which^ 
if I could not afford to live in it myself, 
might be let to another who could pay 
me a good rent for it : when the first 
thing I was told, after this Old Crab 
came to town, was, that it was sold, and 
paid for, without so much as a word 
said to me about the matter! When 
the mouse is catched 'tis high time to 
examine the trap. One's money must 
be laid under tie, it seems, or it falls to 
one's husband as soon as one is married. 
O if I had but known that before ! if 
there were one knot in the world harder 
to be untied than another, I would 
have tied up my money in it ten times 
over, before it should have lain thus^ 
loose at the mercy of my husband's 
creditors ! 

Lady B. A woman's education, my 
^lear Slitter, goes no further than to 

mako^ 
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ma^e a pretty, plaything of her for the 
M^^ (hou^h we may go .a step further, 
ana say it i^ a lur^e, she is rvibbed with 
honey to draw the flies to devour her. 
Bi^t this_ is idle prattle— I aiq come to 
offer ypu my services ; can you com- 
mand me in any matter ? can I tal^e 
any thing to keep for you that may 
not be safe here,-^^ny trinkets, such ^$ 
\our jewels, for instance^ or any piece 
of pfatc? will you come to iis and 
brinff the children ? 

Mrs. D. O my dear sister ! if there 
is one thing on earth that I dread more 
than Vnothef, it is the being seen at 
this time : it is given out by my orders 
that I am not in town: I must tell 
yoii a secret, which will explain matters 
a little, — I have some nasty play-debts 
upon my hands which I cannot pay 
unless r. sell my diamonds : I would 
not" have it known that I am in 
town for the world ; I owe a certain 
lady, Mrs. AJ[argaret P. . you know 
whom 1 mean^ two hundred guineas— 

VOL, i. z therij 
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there iniver was such an old fef ret fcir 
[a card-debt: she is ten times woi^c 
than a grocer that duns for ptuins 
and sugar: her carriage was five times 
at the door last week ; my people told 
her that I was not in town; she told 
them they lied, and woiild CQme in 
and see ; well, up stairs came theold 
toad, and hunted the house for me till 
she fairly ran me into a closet I Be- 
sides her, I owe five hundred guineas 
to different people, most of whom hiave 
done me the honour of several calls ; 
when one and the same answer was 
given to them all — that I was gone out 
!of town for a little time. 

Lady B. But, my dear sister, now 
Bat is come this will not serve; he will 
tell no lies for you, you must not ex- 
pect that. But what did my brother 
Bat say about Lord Delamere ? Does 
be know of the quarrel between the 
families? 

Mrs. D. What does he not know ? 
He knows every thing, and gets at 

"every 



<h»y^thiQg' by dfiine meaofs. : Hexef- 
itamly is rtfae hot man, I > should expeiit 
itwhacvesa^y dealngr withtbe devU^*- 
i4a gi ve^^biitt Wsiduc— 

{jkadsrB. Wdl; bat what did.be.say> 
*ytHi:pres$ed yOttr situation — ? 

' 'j$^^.' I>. C&n you doubt it ? I fdl 

kitd an agony^in his presence— and I 
^might hdi^ kicked and sprawled about 
^tbe^oor iti convulsions for. any thi^ 

he^^ated about the matter; he stood im 
•^t^ room like* the statue of Hefcules 
'fearing on hi» dub, and took no more 

^notice of me 4han if a great cat bad 

sq^afied; I was a fool for refusings to 
jeave- the house; he told m^ heboid 
lit to Lord'Belamere on purpose to get 
-me- out; .he might haye sold it to 
'^atfotiier else: 1 pressed my situation 
»i6wr and over, and all he said was, 

■^Ti^ittome." 

' 'Z^ B.^ Then you are safe, yoa 
'may tifke ^ly -word for it ; Bat neveir 
^bafd' such a* diing land deceived one 

isiE^rwards: as for decat it iji not in 
e2 him. 
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faim, nor ever was : 1^ is rough enonghi 
but there nerer was, uor ever will be a 
more hooest man. It is* the greatest 
good luck in the world that he b conte 
again into your matters;, he wiU spare 
no painsto do his best for you: ^and 
yoii have this for it too, there is a hope 
that something may be done for you : 
if it had been a lost case he would nqt 
have undertaken it. To give you a 
fittlc comfort, I think you are mote 
frightened than hurti^when I say this 
I Mean that something will be left to 
live upon after all is paid.^ You have 
run furiously on of late years Certaiplyi 
but my brother John's property is veiy 
Ifirge, and Bat is rich ; he has been 
iiaving money while you have been 
spending it: take comfort, my dear 
isister, matters are not so bdd as you 
may think. As for your caloulations, 
as you call them^ I don't, think you 
and my brother John put together can 
count a hundred once in ten times with 
so many beanie in a bag. It is impos- 
sible 
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sthte tlut yoQ should owe as much is 
you say : I am sure John knows xxo^ 
thing about figures, and, if you know 
no better^ the more such accountants 
come together, each does but put his 
errors to the stock and makes them 
more. 

Mrs, D* One seUom makes a blun« 
der to one's own benefit : heaven send 
OS both dunces, if any thing may be 
got by it!— But, pray do you know 
any diing about this old family plac^ 
\k die north— a castiie I think they 
call it? 

Laiy B. I was born in it, but left 
it too soon to recollect the least of it. 
Our ancestors lived in it for many 
generations : but ray father was too 
g^ to live so much out of society ; he 
bought his place in Berkshire, th^e* 
fore, and built up6n it, to get a litde 
amongst folks, and mof e into the light 
of thie *w<*ld. This old family place has 
been neglected now so many years that 
it can be little better than a heap of 
E 3 ruins. 



ruins. I . wHl ' teU y ota .all I havieriheard' 
of k from others: it^^ is; built on aafv 
island in the middle ofa lakeveaislandb 
QOntaining.abdut three, thousand .adrea: 
ctfigto^ndy one thintl;Qf wbidx is covee^ 
edr.wtth wood.. Theislftnd.tisesi in >tbe> 
middle like a round hill, though not: 
veig^.'higbj upon: \rfeiebfhill itanda the 
did castle^vMthtcbiooksf art(adistonce.ab 
ifJt'Vas atiiok inrthei middielof .a: ttiioki 
woodi There is aifine btlneh; )of. oak^ 
Q«i:6i}e'side. Which: hidte all but the 
t<nfters aUthelcojoaecs ofilii theMfeod^ 
which is composed of very sbatisLji^ 
tbe^s; . ^rowa round tbei edge of the 
i3iland like. a. broad ribbon; ^andfom^ 
a^verdant izone neKt .ther^vateiv whiohj 
a^d the/ water together^ shutthe^wiidd, 
oiit;a6 if it was a^ thie£ Tlie oastk ymt^ 
bmltby one of our anceatorswho c^tme 
oiner with William die. Cooq^ieror ; hk 
aame was^ Atbelwolf Decastro, who 
timk it iflfta his^h^ad toquarrd^^ithf the 
liEodd: because it was not good enough 
forbinii so* he turned up his nose at it 
.Mr. and 
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^nd left it, and ran into this secluded 
place to get out of the smell of it. The 
casile is built of stone, and the o^te^ 
wall of it is four yards thick; it is built^ 
upon a, square, with a high tower at 
^ach corner. The inside of it, I have 
heard, is, a good deal of it, cabbined 
<^ into small apartments, but there are 
9on\e very large rooms in it: thrroof 
is covered with large broad platen o^ 
solid stone which are supported with 
whole trees by way of rafters, laid 
dpwn. with th^eir branches on th?m, • 
which is said to be a great curiosity. 
My lord and I have intended, these 
t\fi»Qr three^ summers past, to take a 
(rip into the north, and see this, and 
Qth^r oddities there ; but one thing or 
other ha? always stood in the way.— 
Tljiipre are no other houses on this 
island, my brother Bat's farm-hous^ 
e:s^cepted, unless it be a few fishermen's 
cott^gi^s. On the south side. of thp 
lal^e is the ferry," where boats are. kept 
for any. that would pass the water, and 
£ 4 on 



( 80 ) 

On the opposite shore stands a great 
post with a horn chained to it, which 
is blown to call the ferryman. My 
brother Bat's farm-house is as old as 
the castle, and of all thtf neat farm- 
houses in the world is said to he the 
neatest. He rents a thousand atcfe^ of 
my brother John, which is nearly half 
the island, that is of the un wooded part 
of it: the rest ties in pastures caittcfl 
the castle lands; they used to be Veil 
stocked with deer in my father's days. 
Bat is vastly fond of this place, and 
would bring John to live in it, and hi$ 
argument for it is, that a man and bis 
estates cannot be too near together; but 
this is now quite impossible, for, if %e 
place is not a ruin, it would take a very 
large sum of money to make it kt all 
jBt to receive any human being, and 
what money can be found must now 
go another way. If one had a mind 
to bury oneself alive I don't know a 
fitter place for it than in this old 
castle; there is scarcely a house within 

a day'g 
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a day's journcy„ except Mr. Grove*8 at 
Hiodermark, and that, by' all accounts, 
looks like a place built by a man that 
had committed murder, and had run 
away to hide himself for fear of getting 
hanged. 

Mrs. D. This old castle must be a 
dismal place by your account of it; but 
I think, in the mind I am, I could be 
glad to run into a tomb to get out of 
this house, and out of London. 
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( 63 ) 



. CHAPTER VI. ■ 

O/rf Crah paid Ms Brothers Debts — ^^ ifys, 
^, PscQfitro Qn4 ^4f QhUdren gei,^fe mft (tfLmdon 
m the Park. 

Ths two ladies had a great deal m6r4 
Wlk together, but perhaps the readelr 
has heard enough of their chat i^-jfof, 
if it were not for the music of their 
6wcet voices, and the pretty looks <£ 
their pretty faces, who could have pa- 
tience to hear their tittle-tattle for five 
minutes ? for jrho talk more that have 
less to 6ay ? and who say so little in so 
much talking ?^ ^t do not the men 
talk as much nonsense as the women ? 
Yes, as much as the women could for 
their hearts if they were not the most 
silent animals of the two. Lady Bude- 
mere took her leave with many very 
kind assurances, and they did Mrs. 

Decastro's 
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Dccastro's heart good to hear thero^ 
certainly, but brought little belp« 
Now if a house be on fire and there is 
a lady in it she is apt to get the fidgets ; 
Mrs. Decastro was in a like taking, 
and quite as restless. She did a thing, 
however, which, perhaps, she would not 
hay^ done in it if it had been on fire, 
^nd that was, she went to bed in it, 
HoM? she slept, or what shp dreamed 
about, we never could come to know; 
b«t she was terribly disturbed very 
QUf^ ^be next joctQrniQg. with as much 
l^uocklng ^nd noise as could come if 
fifty people were taking the bouse to 
pieces. She rang forlier maid to know 
what on earth was come to the place ? 
when she '^fms told that there were 
workmen in fiUnost all the rooms in 
the house, taking down the furniture, 
packii^ it up, and haodipg it int^ 
wc^gons which stood re^^ a^. the door 
to receive it. Mrs. Decastro le^ed 
out of b^d as if she. had been bit by ^ 
£ 6 snake 
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i&nake in it^ and was not quite so long 
a dressing as she had sometimes beetf 
when going^ to a ball. One woman has 
great spirit where another would be 
frightened out of her senses; Mrs. 
Dedastro, as soon as she had covered 
what nature, who has been pleased to 
put clothes ofl every other animal, hair, 
«cale, or feather, had left naked, bokHy 
sallied forth amongsft the workmen, 
and asked by whose order it was that 
they carried the furniture out of the 
house? She was answered^ " by that 
master's orders ;" and that wa»4ill the 
answer she could get, except frona bire, 
who ask^d her *^ what part of the house 
she could have lived in 'not to know 
that Lord Delamere had bought the 
place ? And what was become ^f 
Decastro and his wife, and what stone 
they could be made of to run away 
and' leave their children to be tumied 
into the street?'* This put the pctor 
lady to flight in a moment/ who had 

no 
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no little reason to think that Lord 
Delamere had sent his people to turn 
her atid her children out of the house; 
her coneojeoce could not but tell her 
how much justice there w^s In it, but 
^ did nbt^hiu^^like the thoughts of 
it for all that She ran* up stairs and^ 
locking herself into her room, threw 
herself upon the bed and wept for ten 
minutes together. — It presently came 
iMo'ber hted, however, fliat she was 
not making the best use,of her time, so 
she jumped up and sent a note to Old 
OnA), begging and beseeching him by 
aH that he held dear, or sacred, to 
ceme to ber that moftient ; but he was 
not to be found, ^o the servant left 
the note for him at the Old Hummums 
where he always put up, and returned 
without ^any answer. If Mrs. Dec^- 
tro sat upon five-and-*twenty thornji 
before, she now sat upon fifty, and, 
what added to her prickings; a party 
of at l&ist twenty of her acquaintance 
came into the house with no more 

ceremony 
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teretticgay thin if there were a fuhliq 
auction in it, to look at the plape an4 
enjoy the dowfifal of poor Mr. De-r 
caatro and hi9 fanpbily. It had been 
^vien out, certainly, that neith^ ski 
nor her husband were in town, and 
that the house w^ sold.; so f«r tbey 
had an excuse, and they walked ont 
of one roxnn into another witlvqnk* 
as little ceremony as if it belonged t^ 
Mv. Nobody. We must leave tb0 
i^eader to guess at poor Mrs. De?astfo'iJ 
situation wherf she heard tbek well- 
known voices at -bar bed-roofS doof, 
and some hand make an iktteinpt to 
open the same, anditi tliey woukl have 
come upon her all togetlier, if she bad 
not bolted all die bolts which she coAild 
find. A &torm cannot k^ for ever-^ 
tend a calm ussuaMy comes. after it-^ 
the house now became quiet, but ®ot 
nntil eyery' apartment except thrdc 
bad been totally sc^isfurnished ! These 
three Avere the nursery, M^s. Decaatro^ 
bed-room/ and the kitchen : and Mrs. 
V Decastro, 
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Be^satro, upoiif askbg her maid what 
wa» b^comft/ of all the servsnts^ was 
toki that .Old Crab liad paid them all 
off ex<^pt om tiursoy- woman, her^Mi 
and the coek. The coach-houses^ 
stables^ q^Uars,^ all wer^ cleared, th^ 
windo^rs all shut, and the house looked 
fike one ^ninbabi^. Mrs« Decastro 
md tbeichildreti, however, had all their 
vmtAw supplied, e^fjcept some artificial 
ones, which were left to beany body'* 
masters. ^ * 

As soon as Old Crab got back to 
London out*of Berkshire, he called ^t 
meeting of bis brother's creditors, who, 
bang seated, a hundred of them at 
hut, on each side of a long table with 
sdhihg else but a green cloth upon it), 
Old Crab ask^d them if they had a 
mind to eat him ? for they gave him 
such an hungry look as if they came 
ta pick his bones. Now out came all 
their bills at the word of command, 
a&d Old Cnib was almost smothered 
m pap0r! In meetings .of this sort 

there 
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there ix for the most part one or two 
more impudent than aU the r^t, who 
take upon themselves to be the mouth 
of the company : now one of this kid- 
ney was present here, and quite as inpi- 
pudent as any that ever opened his 
mouth upon such an occasion. He 
arose, as if h^. thought folks. could not 
see too much of his per^on^ tmd asked 
Old Crab what they were to expect in 
the pound? *' There might be five 
shillings/' said he, ** for what he knew, 
and they might think themselves well 
paid if they got as much as that. He 
would see, however,: what could be^ 
done for them,". So t^^king their bills, 
oiie by one, Old Crab put them orderly 
upon a file, and telling them that xh&y 
should have notice when lie was.rc^dy 
for: them, dissolved die meeting, which 
was held at the chambers of Petticraft 
the attorney. Now there was one Sir 
JohnO. amongst Mr. Decastro's ere* 
ditors, of whom mpney had been bof * 
jrowed, who, having no mind, perb^s^ 

to 



to Veil his perton amongst a crew of 
dirty tradesmen, came hito the room 
after tbe rest were gone out of it ** So, ' 
sir," said he to OW Crab, " you are 
come into your brother's affairs again, 
I find, and, from all I can learn, it is a 
pity that you ever left them. , Your 
brother fs a bankrupt, I atn told ; how^ 
ate hh matters to be arranged, aud what 
2ire w^e to look for in the pound ?'* " I 
must, know myself, before I can. tell' 
you," quoth Old Crab. " When is 
that like to be ?" said Sir John. " You 
may know some day, if you don't get 
hanged first," quoth Old Crab. '* If 
you bad come into the room sooner 
you might havie heard what I said to 
the rest of the gang, if you had brought 
your ears along with you.** " I never 
had the honour to meet you before,'* 
said Sir John, " but I have heard you 
were a rough one; perhaps you will give 
yourself the trouble just to say when: 
We are like to have a dividend?'* 
*^ Others have asked the same question 

/^ and 



«Q^ Up^ BS like to w^t fpr .an.^nswcr»> t|^ 

qMpth QH Qrib ; '' pray who, the cJcViJ, -s 

areyou^ypVLspjeak as if you Wjg^ulcJ be. 

tiujjuglit to be.soni(e^dy ?" *' I am 

Sif; JohaO. and one qf^the.qreditors."/ 

*i Sir/joUn fpolVhead !" quoth: Old 

Qmh; *^why the plague didn't you: 

j^m^ into the room among the. rest?" 

n Sir John foolVhead !" said the B^- 

ipBiCt; ^* P^?y> sir, what do you i^eaii 

ljy,fhat ?'*. IvMean!" roared Old Crab^ 

*^;why I mean tp speak English—didt 

j^pnjr mother never tell you theie w^ 

sjuch^ a^ laijguage ? Why dida't you^ 

ij^me into the room with jthe rest of 

the. gang, I say j. must; Tpall pne meet-. 

i^ for themf ^nd anit^tb^r for ypu^yc 

gn^t blQckhe4?'' . " Blpckhp^ !' ^ 

said Sir J.ohn, '! I .don't at; all undef-? 

fitaj|4 spch words,!" 'f. Thi?n,'- md 

9^ Gf^b.^^yoif qiay go and look them 

out; in the dictionary 1" Upon whic5^ 

Ifie tpolf up his, file, of bills and. walked 

out p^ the r9o^n w^th hi^ hat on- Folk§ 

wjjU be jeiyil to a great tfian though 

i. . ; ' they 
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thcjr ftate.*hifli . \rohse. than, the devil ;> 
miw>01drGrab;4id nob4iatc S&s Jobd: 
Oi )3iaugh .the. devil bimsdf migbt> 
l^ine looked for^litdeindxepoUteBesSi* 
No oivil distiQotioD, . boiir illustriouflu 
soever, weighed >oneftathear with hlwy 
who, ttogivb hkh:>bi& due, hadiniid|ij 
ratbdr: iidd ^a virtue in a great pertoa 
dtftn.a fault; ifbr great men/ Old Crab, 
usediitojtoy; catch, the connDon eye, 
and people ; were . mofe apt: to imitato 
what :tfaeyvkee iui tfaem thasLin othecs^r 
M± man, bJ5 agrea^ ;man^peoplethiiilci 
timt e vetyi thing! ht does: nosti needs^he 
giieat tof^ andiffdil dd as he does to be. 
daought'SO. Anolfher of. bis sayiagt 
^feasy Toti take a rascal to beau honest^ 
man tJdh you found him out to be ar 
]3»eal was civil, butrto take an honest, 
nian to be a rascal Until y<m find bim^^ 
Qufe to 1 l)ef an^ honest man wa& safe. He 
played ^hik> part in the world with so 
much> ^cauttoa aibd^ f/tudence, that 
some^pere a Uttle given to think ha 
iceptMmsUf 41(^00 4ihe safe side of the 

question. 
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qiieatien. &it Old Crab was alw«y€^ 
ifiore angry with a great man who 
did amiss than he was with a little 
one. Examples, he w<mld say, Uiat 
came down from on. high came down 
with greater weight and force upon 
tjiose below, and did misdrief in pro- 
portion to the elevation from which thejr 
&1L But to return: Old Crab, onhU> 
way from Petticraft the attoiney's; 
chambers to GrosvenoTrsquare, pass-, 
ed his brother* in-rlaw Lord Budemere*a 
hoiiae : his lord^ip, standing at his 
<ioor, and observing Old Crab ta croam 
the way to get by and escs^e htm^i 
whose conduct of late he had by na 
means approved of, called to him, and 
very civilly asked him how he did, and^ 
invited him into his house. '^ What 
should I come into: your house for?'* 
said Old Crab; ^' I am not best pleased 
with you nor y^ur house either, and 
don't care how little I see of you or 
your house, not I." " I am very sorry 
ibr it," said the earl^ ^^ and could be 
• . glad 



( 9S ) 

'gted to see y6u ofteoa*; atid hiywrr^r 
I add Hfiy h5«ise may be oUt of ^vdur 
with you, vfe shall be at all timea very 
happy to^ee any of our relations in it" 
*^Ayei" quoth Old Crab, •* you can 
ttil them so td their ftces and wish 
themlat the* devil at the same time. 
What should I do ill your house but 
make y^m tell more lies than you have 
tokJf already?" « Come," said the 
earl with a g&od humoured smtle, 
^ you always say worse than you 
think; I had rather a man should tdl 
me that I lied to my face, than tell 
fae a He to my face, and tell me by 
what he did that I lied in what I said: 
but I really am glad to see you, bro- 
ther Bartholomew, though I own I 
l^ve'told many a maa that I was glad 
to see him when I was not; but we 
who live Ml the world mutt do. these 
tbings.-^I am indeed glad to see you, 
fw I much >irii^ to ask you about our 
good brother John's matters, and, if 
you are net very, much in faaate, you 
will oblige me by coming in a little, 

you 
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jyouivHM asswpyou* What iiatficiii^c 

/bundle is this i^lHck y<)u fcay^iayiOiir 

hand?" '* Why, 'tis the swuadrcjt's 

Wb," qxi^h Qld Cral>; " 1 ana conjc 

ifrom a tneMiug : of his creditors." 

/* Well, but we ctonotftnlfcinrthe str^t 

.irf these tbi«gsi'' said the earlirtak- 

jingOld Crab in a; frifttfdly way by; the 

am, and leading him into the hojose, 

"If we (Jan't, there are fcatough that 

.dan/ arid in' a pretty inany ^str^etsJtoo ; 

I don't know what the. plague , should 

(make yoB $a devilish medly-mouthed/' 

} quoth Old Cmb, ** iiot I." Upon 

whidi hist Ibrdship introduced him i»to 

a ma^ificeni ! todhi; full ; of a worid 

-of 'fine folks, (Qif whom Old Crab took 

«not the smallest notice. As ioon as 

ifae was^^seated m the midst, id all this 

igay C0Qi|»ny, and there wert at least 

•twenty people 1 in; to room,. Lady 

Budemere catoe:,tot him, ^bom Old 

Crato either did not rsee, sori perhaps, 

did »ot look for.;..'/ .Well; iH-dtbor,'' 

^iaidcshe^ !^M supposejt^mnstcomeiand 

"i i^ *.; ;_, ' .. ^v r\ M : ,;,*'^;.--s|ieak 
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^i^dak to you if I expect to 6e spok^hi 
'to, or be overlooked."^ ** If you were 
'fesi looked It and more look'd after, it 
Alight be as well,'' quoth Old CraH; 
.'* what have you got to say?" f' Why 
this," said ^he, *' 1 hope you find my 
brother John*s matters in abetter wa^ 
than you expected ; I o\m I think they 
are more frightened than hurt." "I* 
is no great matter what you thihfc;" 
qubth Old Crab ; ^^ it were odds but 
you think that you think right I war* 
rant, if you did not, there were enough 
to put yoii in the head of it, that's one 
good thing' comes of your rank in life; 
""and if you are in the wrong you are 
not like to find a friend to tell you: as 
much, tlow I shall get this lame dog 
'over the stile I shall not say, but if he 
'be seen no more in this place there will 
be no want of profligate scoundrels to 
' keip vice in ^ c6untcnance with gran- 
deur and opulence/" **^ Yduthink opu- 
; leticeandprofligac^ con vertible terms ?" 
said Sir Harry ^. Clan:, who was oiie 
^ of 
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of the farty. " I should be loth tp 
tell you my thoughts," quoth Old 
Crab, "_ if I cared a rush for offending 
you; hark ye, young man, the pext 
time you come out to ask questions 
some might take you for Solomon if 
you brought a fool's hea4 along witli 
you." " You had better not talk to 
him, Harry,'* said Sir John Q., who 
happened to be there ; *' you will get 
nothing but abuse. It is not long since 
. he gave me a cast of his office, and if 
he had not been a parson I would have 
. kicked him out of the room. " " Your 
jprst kick would have been your last/^ 
quoth Old Crab, ** for I would have 
broken one half of the bones in your 
body to have taught the other half 
good manners: you are. one amongst 
my brother's creditors, if I have npt 
forgot the braying of an ass r" ^' I am, 
pju-son," said Sir J9hnj, 'V thoug^h no 
more an ass than yourself." " It is 
good luck to be a fool," quotb Old 
Crab, " for none are so well pleased 

with 
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with themselves : did you owd my bro- 
ther a grudge thiat y6u lent him youf 
money? It is the world's. charity for 
one to lend another a helping hatid t6 
the devil!" " Well, parson," said. Sir 
John, " canst tell what my four thou* 
sand pounds are worth? Petticraft 
says' there will be but five shillings in 
the pound." " What !" exclaimed 
Lord Buderaere, " are matters so bad 
as that?" " Poor .Mrs. Decastrp," 
cried Lady Budemere, " it makes my 
heart ache indeed to hear this ! But 
tell us, my good brother, has Pettietaft 
any good grounds for raying so?" 
"How should I know any thing about 
Petticraft and his grounds," quoth Old 
Crab; *' he may know more than I 
know, and if you want to know what 
he knows you may go and ask him." 
"Why,'' said Sir John O., " Petti- 
crkft told me that you told the cre- 
ditors so yourself "I spoke in the 
Sjubjunctive mood, you blockhead; and 
if. you. don't know what that is you 
may go back to school, if you ever 
VOL. I. F were 
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#e^c et one, and. look into your/^ram^^ 
Ulan" '* Really/' §aid Sir John, ^ thisr 
language is intolerable," rising from 
his chair and coming up to Old Crab 
in a threatening manner:—" I sludl 
not make any disturbance here-ryoii 
will have the goodness to follpxf me 
into another room— I have a little 
business with you. ' ■ The baronet was 
in such a rage he could ^otrce get 
breath to speak: Old Crab and be 
i^aiked out of the room together and 
LordBudemere went with them. Old 
Crab, thinking that thq baronet had 
something to stiy upon his^ brother'^ 
inatters, for so he construed the word 
business, w^ not at all prepared for what 
followed, for the momept they came into 
Another room Sir John called Old'Crab 
dn impertinent rascal, and struck him a 
violent blow on the hl?ad. It was a little 
hicky for the baronet that Old Crab 
had left his oaken towel with his hat 
^nd his bundle of papers in the other 
room, though good foVtune was not all* 
on his side> for a doctor had cpxne to 

visit 
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^tsit a pafeient tn the house and kfi his 

hMt and cane npon^ a chair at hand, 

teeing which Old Crab seized Sir Joha 

O. by his coHar) and gave him the doc- 

tof'a cane as long as it held on t^ and td 

the baronet's cost it was a pretty tough 

^ne and somewhat larger than a man's 

tw0 thumbs pdt together. Sir JohA 

was^ miserably beaten, for he cpuld no 

mcwre contend with a man of Old Crab's 

vast-strength and stature than he oouM 

with old Hercules, and was not a littlt 

l^ad to see the -cane fly in pieces and 

get rid of the iron ferrule which armed 

its point like a thimble, and gave hifti 

a great deal of trouble. As soon as 

Old Crab found noriiing to be left of 

the cane in his hand but the golden 

lie^d and the silk ribbon » he let his vie* 

tim go, andasked him if he had a mind 

to give him- another knock on th^ 

js^ate? The baroi>et made* tlie best of 

h>s way out of tlie room without say-*' 

i^a word, with ^lis clothes very much 

toi9^. about bis neck« and shouldersi 

F 2 " Kow, 
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'\i^o% Wnsman," said Old CraJ^ to 
X-ord Budemere, who stood by to see Ac 
fun, " who was it that struck the first 
blow ?" '' Why," said he, *' Sir Jbhri O. 
,was certainly the. aggressior, an4 brtkfe 
the peace." " And my pate, at' the 
,«anie time," quoth Old Crab, wiping 
the blood pfF his face, that trickled 
down his cheek very fast from umler 
his wig. The doctor, who had done 
with ,hi^ patient, one of the so^vaats 
4vho was ill of the gout, came into' the 
room for his hat and cane, and seeittg 
Old Crab Viery bloody, asked' him what 
,wa$ the matter ? — Being told, l^e put 
him upon a chair, and, taking off his 
wig, found a very deep cut in ih^feide 
of his head which went to the scull 
and laid the bone bare an inch. 
^' Why," said the doctor, applying 
60me lint and styptic to the wound, 
" this cut could never come frona' a 
man's knuckles:" upon which Old 0fftb 
looking at his wig, which , he held iu 
)ii6 hand, found it to be cut throng a3 

if 
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if cut by a koife. -'A^ s6(m astte doctor. 
. bad staunch^ tbe blood and dressed 
the wound/ whicl), coming from an 
hospital/ he was prepared to do, on 
makiug his bow to Old Crab upon re- 
ceiving his fee, he kicked something 
with the foot whose office it was to 
make the scrape upon the floor: look- 
ing, he picked up a large snufF-bbx, up- 
on the sharp edge of which blood was 
f^urid and some of the hair of Old 
Crab's wig sticking to it ; this ex- 
plairied matters, and more clearly when 
Lord Budemere showed the baronet's 
crest and cypher on the lid of it. The 
box was a square one with sharp cor- 
ners, and the doctor observed that such 
an instrument might have given a 
man his death-blow; Old Crab, how- 
ever, put on his wig again, and felt 
little more of it. When he and Loi:d 
Budemere returned to the company, 
and the earl told the story, the room 
rang with laughter, and Sir John, be- 
cause he was well thrashed, was, of 
I ; F 3 course,* 
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qdhe tfie way of t1ic \i/«ortd if a man be 
the general of an army; fw to be 
beaten is a mark of folly, and it cer- 
tainly niakes a man look like a fool. 

Now \vt by no meanstak^ rt lipdn 
jtwrselved to (defend Old Crarb in thia 
niatter, for though he was afraid <rf 
nobody, it by no means follows thw 
he therefore might abuse every bwlyj 
he would have his saying for all !that : 
and tho^gli there are a greatinaay 
things in Old Crab which h wdtrW tt^ 
well if ^very man woultl triiitati, w* 
would advise this to be set down 
amongst bis faults, and moreover as A 
matter that would be attended with 
no little danger in the itattation, evm 
though a man, a thing tJi&t very icare-^ 
ly happens, were as large ^nd Us power- 
ful as Old Crab. 

, No jest is inimortal-^ltli^, which was 
a very good one at the baronet's ex- 
pense, died away and all the laughter 
aiong with it. His basting conftoed 

him 
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biin to bis bed For a wetk : but df tfail 
thufr far. Now i3i great many ques- 
tions were asked, but none were an« 
swerectj upon Mr. Decastro's matters, 
and Old Crab left Lord Budeniete's 
house jui^t as full of wisdom as he 
ftmnd it Old Crab was a very x:lose 
man'; he ;had a very good rule for 
hoping a [SCK^ret, aod that was, never 
to tell it toraby body. 

Mr< pecfastroV debts amounted to 
the vast sum of one hundred a&d 
^uneiy thousand pounds ; bis propierty, 
Jiowev^r^ in Lbodou and in Berkshire, 
tehea' the wh^k. of it was sold, aided 
|jy tl^ last yeir's rents, put rooniy 
ewmgh iuto Old Crab*$ bauds t<^pay 
livery farlltuug whidh his brother: owed 
In.the.wdrld* Willing to keep the 
matter as: ipubh a sedret as pdssible^ 
for somd , reason^ best knowki to him** 
stUv hd atletLao moropublid meetings 
of preditots, but .coming to feliCh 
mab'a h6use, told him iu his ^ar; that 
if. his -/would keep, the thing a pro* 
F 4 found 
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found secret, he would pay him the 
amount of bis bill ; but must take it 
for an especial favour. He served 
every man the same, and set them all 
a laughing at one another in their 
sleeves, each thinking himself to be the 
lucky man; Sir John O. however, 
would not see Old Crab, though he 
came with four thousand pounds in 
his pocket for him, which he was fain 
to leave in Petticraft's hands upon the 
execution of a legal receipt 
r ,To return to Mrs. Decastro^— she jgbt 
another terrible fright before she got 
out of London. Now, what teeth and 
Cjaws are to a lion, horns to a buU, 
poison to an adder, fear is to a woman, 
the m^eans of self-preservation : and 
what .matter how the thing be done, if 
it is done^ and well done? Great 
teeth and claws will tear their way 
through, but fear saves all the trouble 
of biting and scratching by keeping 
but of harm's way. Now Mrs. DC' 
castro had teeth and nails it is true^ 
.: but 
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^ut a greit deal of fear into the bar- 
gain, and ought to be, upon both ac- 
counts, very safe, if one had not un- 
luckily stood in the way of the. other: 
for what are teeth and claws if fear 
comes in and prevents a lady froni 
using them like a liou ? Now, some 
are' never content with a book^ unless 
it has reflections in it ; and others 
think they only stand in . the reader's 
way and hinder the story: hence it 
follows that a writer must needs be 
able to do two things at once, to please 
two readei^ ; this comes of people 
having different tastes. Now this is all 
very fine and very sublime, but it has 
nothing at all to do with Mrs. Decas- 
tro : we will come to what has, then, — 
she had been fprced to breakfast, dine, 
sup, and sleep all in the same room for 
several days, at which she felt extreme 
disgust, not because ladies cannot, or 
dp not do this, but then, it must be 
when, they take it in their heads to be 
ill and keep their rooms. Now.MrB. 
T S Decastra 
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Deea^tro wfli very well, and, what 19 
more) chose to be 9^ atid, as for keep- 
nig of roomft, that she coiildv uot do^ 
aati f^r tlita^ reason, because (hey were 
aU solds luvd her greiftest grievaiictf 
tras^atpofii thi« a^cofint^-^sba' wan m 
tile kome of attother; mh& certaMy 
woii\A havei toraed her out if M MA 
known she had been there. !p)rd De« 
Jamere knew, indeed, that the diildrett 
irere in the house^ but, to give h^mrhia 
daq, he waa too mtwjh of a ttobleeiaii to 
wreak his refigeance uf on ^uch ds liad 
aeyer ofibnded him. On the daybc*- 
ftjre Mrs^ DecastroV d€|>ar»iirej ^hts 
lordship's c^epriage stopped at the doot 
to the no snrall cotisternsAion of t^a% 
good ludy, for ^e heard the carriage 
come,, and, soon after, his lovd^tp's 
moiee in^ the bonse ; \vfeicb, from beiilg 
disftuq^ished^ echoed the more^ • 'and 
made every noise more terrible*; fot 
empty hdiow roonrts are apt to sotmd, 
tand nothing i3piic^r than a lady^s eat 
•when she ha^altnind to be. frightened^ 

Mrs. 
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idni E^ccistfo could have been glad at 
ti)dl tndinent to have ^been put iatb a 
^ack and tnindied out of London in a 
#hcel-barrow. Some blaihed Old Crab 
for bemg «o severe; he said the se* 
verest disuses called for ' the severest 
inedftomes : and, at another time, iipon 
(h^ same bbjecttoh/ he said, folks had 
&i ^ood Reason to call a surgeon. seVcre 
in^edft^ of ahnpntatiort and tencing of 
ikVtterate ifllcers. It was no 'such easy 
«iat^ tbl ctit out vices Without giving 
Mnie paiii to the paflent; arid, hx moral 
mitttersjthfe iiioit the better, for it was 
^dh that tlA ^aitt did* all the btisincss. 
What ^ould ftfe the good of a sound 
•whipping if 'there wcr^ no pain in it? 
ofa cufF, or a kick; if hobody fdt it? 
In- regard t6 proHi^cy, said Old Grab, 
irtiat can bie done in obstinate ^castes, 
iHiere^ calm advice is not ofaly disre- 
garded, biit^ laughed at, thrown away, 
as sotue throw medicine awa)^ arid' 
win not 'take it?- Money riiakes'folks 
^aftic^, pTok'igiit^'knd hard-hearted r 
■ -' 1 6 his 
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his brother and sbter.had both: used 
Lor<| Delan^ere:v€ry ill, and it would 
ha.Yp|crved ^hem right to have brought; 
bim into the house to have put theiq. 
both out by. th^ sbouldersv This^waa 
true enough ; . for it canuot be d€nie4 
that when Mr. Decastro paid down thft 
balance of the house's value over imd 
above the debt, he and his wife wcf^. 
in, such a hurry to be revenged iooj 
poor Lord Delamere, that they would 
jjot give him time to find a place focj 
Jbis children, though he begged for it^. 
but turned his nursery into the street 
in the snow, for it was a bad d^ in, 
vinter whep the thing was done, ancj 
they were gJad to get shelter ina, 
butcher's shpp: it must be added,, 
however, injustice to them, tliat they 
were very sorry for this thing after*-, 
wards. Old Crab, however, whose; 
maxim it was, that whosoever did ai^iss 
ought to be punished for it, was deter-, 
mined ito make Mrs. Decastro smart 
ios this mhuman U3age of X«oyrd Dela-. 
c 1 . , mere, 
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mere, who, to gtv^ her her dufe, wal 
the most ioveterefe of tte two against 
hiiD, ^d to give her her due tpo, was 
the mdsfc sorry for it iftferwards; and 
somrt sh^ did, if fear can be said* to 
m^e otie smdrt, when she heard Lord 
Pejamer^'s voice at her room-^door, fdt 
he actually came to it, and would have 
opened it,- and come in, if it had not 
been locked and bolted: and one of 
the workmen, whom his lordship had 
briHight ^tth him, and to whom 
he had been giving his orders, was 
heard to say, th^ door -is fastened, my 
lord, ^11 1 force it open ? At that in- 
stant Mrd. Deeastro fell on the floor in 
a fit, and it was well she did it without 
making any other noise than a great 
bounce on the boards. " Let matters 
be," said Lord Delamere, checkii>g the 
man, who h^d a spike-bit in his hand, 
and would have forced the door, " tble 
children are in that room, I owe them 
no jll-will, theyr will be gone to-mor- 
taw: but yon heard how mine were 

used?'' 
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used?*! ** Yes, my lor4," *id the .flidiij 
•* ttnd every bbdy ■ else, and it would 
serte D^astro's brats btit right to tta-^ 
kennel the whole brood* of tbein;«'aefi(l 
put them into the street." His iord-* 
ship answered, with fediDgs that ktid 
hitti honour, ^* Ican*t find it in my 
heart to CreAt thfe 'poor ehildreti iU/- 
Saying wMch, bf^ lord^ip turned fh>6t 
the door and went into some Olh*^ 
rooms. ' Mrs. DecastrO sOon got the 
better of het fit, by which shd got ti6 
hurt but a hwketi ettew; atidi^^t a 
ghastly look alt • roftnd * the t&6th ' fbi 
Lord Delafmerei and i was glad enotigh 
not to findf what she locked for. One 
6f her little boys, who tan to the dboiP 
10 listen, told her what Lord Dirfatiiere 
had said, and, strange as it niay seeni 
that a kind thing sfeould have so keen 
an edge, this act of mercy cut tita 
through the heart. It by no mdao^ 
eased her of her fearfe, however, fer 
she eaiAe not witlnh: the meaning ^f 
this 'act> and her d^ngdrtitill remained 
- - > as 
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is^great as ever, if ber being: in the 
house ^hoaid cdine to his lordship's 
knowledge. People that bold tAiem^ 
iel^es high in the world have but the 
ftfitbef t6 fall when they cdine down^ 
and it IB odds but they do come down 
iome day. Mr. and Mrs. Bect^trO 
had heid' theitisel?es very high, and 
that wa» very foolish ; for the feat of 
being ieeli, now every body knew how 
much ihey were humbledy gave Mrs* 
Decastro more pain than a sound whip-^ 
Jring. Old Grab felt no mercy for 
pvoud folks; he never said one word 
to her about the debts being all paid, 
which had been glorious newt^ but left 
her an<l her pride to fight their own 
battles, aud she found to l|er cost what 
a serpent she had cherished m her bo^ 
som. ^ But if we begin to preachy out 
^readers will serve us right if they fall 
^asleep. As long as Lord' Delamere 
^as heaixl in the house talking to the 
workmen, Mrs. Decastro bad the 

fidgets^ 
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fidgets : if she sat down, she would 
jump up again just aa if she had sef 
down upon a great pin : if she walked 
about her room, she catched her feet 
up as if the floor burned her toes ; 
jfivery little noise appalleSd. her, and sli€ 
would start: at times as if she saw* a 
ghost ! She spent this last day in an 
agony which nobody cap describe, so 
we hope to get excused in not attemptf 
jng it, notwithstanding every writer is 
expected to dorimpossible things; such, 
for instance, as write books without 
any faults in them, and get abused too 
for not doing so. At last. this day 
catti^ to a close, which will be the case, 
?;rhen the sun goes down^ with most 
days, and night came artd brouglit 
some:repds6 to Mrs. Deta$tro; for tlie 
spectre that had haunted the house 
great part of the said daiy, walked out 
of it, and Old Crab, known by his 
lieavy boots and oaken towel, came 
thundering, up the staira tOf tell Mrsv 
Deeastro that the stage-coach would 

be 
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be at the door at two o'clock in the 
mQming ; ami it was as good as his 
word, for it canoe at the time, and Mrs. 
Dtcastro jumped into it with as much 
joy as if she could have jumped into 
Paradise. — Now the talk of the towa 
was as follows : viz. Mr. and Mrs. De- 
castro were 3ai4 to be gone into Italy 
by some, and to Paris by others, who 
seemed to have good gronnds for what 
they said, because they had seen some 
who had actually seen them in both 
pikee^ a,t' o%k€^, wbigh ly^s not the first 
tinie people had been seen in one place; 
when they were two or three hundred 
miles; off in another. Old Crab cut off 
pue source of intelligence on purpose, 
perhaps, for he paid off every servant, 
(except his ward's nurse, for little Ge- 
nevieve resided at present with Mr. 
Decastro's children, who could not 
speak English,) and that some days 
before he took Mrs. De6astro into the 
north. The creditors could get nq 
more than five shillings in the pounds 

it 
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tt wais said, and for this teason, vht 
because there was no more for tbem, 
and, though there mrght be a better, 
folks seemed content with this. Sir 
John O. however, was said to be the 
*nly exception, who had threatened 
to bring din Action against Old Crab 
for his basting, and had, tbenefore, 
beeti pJafd all his money to Sftop his 
mouth, itnd this law, that was doming 
autatit But we^have not toMthe 
ftader how many thildren Mr. Decais^ 
tro had,; wbkh wete a sad neglect^*r*.li« 
fiad two bbys, tbe eldest was qaUed 
Frederick, 4tfd the ydmigest, an odd 
}ttt\b boy, was called Acerbus. Little 
GentV'iGve wad Mrs. Decastro's maxi 
l)f whom more presently. Weilj riow 
we must leave Ohd Crab, Mrs. Dacas-* 
tro, the children, and all the furnituni 
of Mr. Dfeca»tro*s hnuie in town, ^fok 
iion^ c^f tliat wds ioid,. travelling along 
the great north road^ and run on be^ 
foi-e all tb Oaken Grove, and see how 
rfiSttefS stand there. 
^ CHAP^ 
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GHAPTER VII. 

Bow Mr. Decastro employed himself while Old Crai 

was in the Stmtk — ktrw he ran Ms Head iigainii 

4 PM^^--tke artWJflrf 6^ Old Crab^ Mrsi Decastro 

. ^d the ChUdren^hom Mr. Deceit ro bent hk 

, Bibf that is to say Ids Wife^ to his likiag — Mn^ 

Decastro grows very' wise by being made a great 

fool. 

W^ hope th^umrUn good wind^ rcA^er^ 
f€r this isf like to be a long chapten--^ 
llr. Decastro's Aifiiiris gave Old Cmb 
% #oirld of cofic and trbiible: ke had 
hfe6 at the pains to cast up c^erjr 
ImU and esoamioe every article in eVerjF 
Mc ef'tfafimi.AQd had struck off no 
len than a tbcHttabd ponnds which 
came of blunders and false reckon^ 
higa^&c. There irire some creditom 
of a peculiar . cebur^ who brought 
in whviA, folks call debts of- honour ; 
of ^ese Old Xrab wbtrfd net pay 
oim^ farthings .there was a great deal 
more paid> hfwcver^ than .had hetqu 

at 
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at all expected, and most people m ere 
not only contented, but overjoyed, to 
see so much money come in where so 
little had been looked for. This busi- 
ness kept Old Crab two months in the 
south; a handsome present was offered, 
but Old Crab would not take one far- 
thing for hi3 trouble. A handsome 
present! why, where could handsome 
presents come from ? Have a little 
fkitienee, reader, and you shall see: 
But why should be refuse it.^ did he 
tkink it too little ? or did be think none 
large enough ? or did he think it be* . 
neath his dignity to accept any ? or 
did he think none of his services could 
deserve any ? or did he think a present 
quitted an obligation ? Thou art vast- , 
ly iniquisitive, reader ;'but it is no mean' 
art in a writer to keep. his reader upon 
the look out, and his curiosity awake; 
But, aswe were saying, his. brother^s 
matters gave Old Crab a great deal of 
trouble, and a great knock .on the head, 
upon which last tbingp a great -many 
^ • wise 
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iwise and shrewd observations nuglit be 
made, but, some how or other, we arc 
not much in the humour to talk upon 
this subject at present, so we shall put 
off knocks on the head until we get to 
our chapter upon the coming together 
of scfifd bodies, wherein all sorts of 
knocks will be taken into due conside- 
ration :--^one great bounce excepted, 
which belongs more especially to this, 
aad we shall now proceed to give ah 
accouAt of it : Mr. Decastro, in his 
brother's absence, gave himself much 
to deep meditation; many matters en- 
gaged hia^thouj^ts, he walked a great 
deal 1^ himself, and talked to himself, 
and shed a world of tears ov^r his past 
ibllies and his predent misfortunes : he 
bad got into siicb an odd humour f6r 
crying, that even a taste, or a smell, 
a touch, a sound; or a sight, would 
bring the water down his face as if it 
ivere a churcli' s^pout : his water came 
irom^him in such an abundance that 

h« 



( US ) 

be h^)i got Jpt^ swqb * w»y of veepif^gr 
ap4 shedding of t^r^^ MSS'.B^ Dor 
ci&trq djd^ajU j$be cauld tp c^iQforjt hioH 
4p4 Utrtp J^Ua; wQuld Mpg ber cihftir 
clo$e M) bife ^pd sit, and mi^f^ Imr 
6):o(:kiugq, apd sipg tQ hiiPjiJbiut aU 
in tftjn ; tbe popr geptl^iM^ was lik# 
tp.gp^istr^?tfid,;, SNCHPiatinoeft be. womW 
sniite bis fwebpad, wd, Arcing bi$ ejifti 
on tbe cdlipg, s^y,, be wassi^. beggar^ ft 
railed maa both ip thi3 ^t^orldaofd tim 
npxt ; pot; . wprtb J:wofMSQC^f and i&hat 
be ^bould CQm^ ko some untimdjjs end t 
^t qtb^r timea be \yi»ild fall to cunjing 
of I{Qi^doii apd^Benkabire) and.albliv^ 
ipg cnealpre^ ia. them, dowa to .the 
sm^l|^|> ,Qre€|)k)g. tbiog that eieeps 
upon tt^^^attb; Loskdon he would call 
a iwrscry^fpr belU wbenoc mep, wo*- 
iPep .and cbi^dfei^iieitim^I^apttddnto 
it ]ik^ bmcoU md. cauliflowers in a 
ganiep^;. tbat.do >iiba^ heiyxDaiid. tbere 
he;.P»«st.|ifiPMi iat Jtst mstixe, as a log of 

wood 
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w^ tt) % fire. Mr9. E De^afttro coun^ 
s^Uj^d^him very wisely to bear his trou- 
btes like a man, bade bim to look for 
ber husbaiKl ^nd good news to come- 
togeldben; that Qts and starts, r;aving 
mi Rearing, woi^ld dp more harm, thai) 
good', an Qiiexpected card might come 
to be a trump and mend his hand; 
thai? if the worst came, h^r husband, 
who bad put a penny by, could take 
cans ^f him and one of the children, 
and Mrs.,Ii)ecastrOrand th? other might 
go>ta b^r friends, who were Wjcll in thp 
worlid, untilbetter stars came up ; that 
it: w^ft unwise to take the worst for 
granted until tbe wqr^ were proved to 
be tb^ case -.—these, a^d other the like 
pieces of advice, Mrs. B. Pecastro 
would. pu t i»to bis ear ; and the sweet- 
ness pf her loice^ and the teiiderness 
of her maattor^not a littk; aided by her 
beauty, would lull the poor gentlemaq, 
and. put all his scorpions to sleep in his 
botom: they slept, indeed,' at tinies^ 

bm 
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hnt it was to gain more str€^gth, it^U 
gorate their stings, and fepienish tfilKfr 
poisons. He would jump out ttf tti 
chair sometimes, aftef a kittle rep(*!te| 
and fling out of the hou^ witb6ut'Bii 
bat, and little Julia would feften Irtrti 
after him with it into the fidds. ^^^fy 
dear uncle," she would ofitn '^-y 
" how happy wc should be iPyoti "Afc^ 
happy 1 My papa will not let thwe i^^^ 
rible men whom you so^ ifiuch ^ISialr 
come to fetch you^^he will titk ^l 
them where you are, sir; thfeh lib'ir cStii 
they know, when you are so-far-ttiF, 
where to find you? they pafinot^^ftt 
you into prison if they cannot find y&ilt, 
sir, and who can tell them wheri to 
find you so many miles off?" '* Your 
papa is a very just person," Mr. De- 
castro would say, ** and would not 
bide a manfroiti the law who owes any 
thing to the la>v — he will glt^e me up, 
my pretty little niece; he wilftell my • 
creditors where to find m^." • ** O but 
he^will pay them," she would answer, 

" and 
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«iod satisfy tlKJm, and then they will 
Mt come to take you, sir. " Then Mr/ 
Decastro wouW fall to weeping, and 
poor Julia would cry for company. 
Poor man.1 his wQrldly troubles were 
gwat,. bftt, as if there were any need, 
he had other troubles now, and the«6 
came from bis late acquaintance with 
wligibits matters ; be could not chuse 
^ cast an eye bacl?, now and then, 
«|k)ii a Kfe misspent in atbeism, vice, 
itud the service of wrdked passions; 
^f tbbagh be bhd run away frbm all 
other creditws, coitscience fcno6ked at 
hi* door with a long bill. As to his 
atate in this worid, he conceived it to 
1» utterly ruined and lost; and he be- 
g«n seriously to look to what might be 
«ved in another, « This religion," 
md lie, « of which my brother has 
given me such an account, would, 
if I had known any thing about it ^ 
fittte sooner, have answered a double 
Pmpoie ; for, if I had liv6d by its rules 
aUwoBld hav6 been well with me every 
*'** '• o where 
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where in this world, as w^l asiti tibc 
De)£]t ; for no o^ thing on earth tafcisi^ 
better c«^te of a mac's n*»ey tbanJReU-* 
gion^ fpr it bolts tbe 4oor dig^mst^ 
every sort of vicie,. pJr^oflijgUcjy, aadr«KS^ 
t?av«^gance*. the yn^y: : tfeievi^ ! wbk^ 
have robbed me of v^ all ! Its, mles: 
ar0 so exQcUenJi^ thai; I 9Sn mrfiihham 
]»otbi9g ij9t it; <»r abbMt it^ but whiat%: 
true;; it proves itsdf by its^; a^nwU 
neecis but tp>^;c^niii^ it t»: beKisve iir^ 
be di.vioi^ I.have %q oomfoxt kfit hMli; 
what; com/es fcom itj tha^lust i<i btoth^ 
Bat fqr io^traiQting noe. in ife;:IilMcl 
gone nia49 or out <^ the minldi bj^jnay' 
Qwn ban4s, but forit^kind.aQdtjwfi^ 
help, (jfreat ^ my 4;tt)ubli^ acei^tiM^ 
gr^at: as nny fall ficom jrbat. I wMf to 
what I aipy.yet the i»x^mia6s atid^qmt*' 
siolations h^d. wt. tp, «i6<by tW' teiy. 
new apquaint^^Ace, lirin^ me a 9^ma8&: 
anda^ uiiexp^ci?d qomfoi*! J^Uit^ Vfilli 
take wf^ a . great wbili^ to reooiuHte; 
myself to th«. esta^ K:ffi a ppoc win 
whohav«;b!eeaarich,oae, Ishallfeel 

want 
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witit m twenty pieces where a man, 
who ha6 been .bora and bred a poor 
maiit does not fed any want at all : 
thia fnudt be expected : what can be 
done^ I am at pre^nt l;>ut a young 
iMH, and jnay look for many years to 
eome in thb.woil4; where x;an I go, 
kcKwhide myielf; where live unknown?" 
Raisisig hi&.eyes at that moment, and 
loQk^lg. toundi his extepsive property 
cmi ^Ui'Sidds met his view ; the thought 
«t that mrasent that it might not be 
M% made: the poor gentleman weep 
ttf^iy. .Uow;the.ioi$s of a th^ng endears 
k ta oBel'-«*-oite should be without. a 
thmg to know its value :> wh^ri a 
tbmgtis one js own it is toot near t<> be 
seeii'asit ougfal^-to be: another 4Y)ust 
takaJt a little Jti bis bands. tp shew one 
all its lieautiea wd its wort^h* ** My 
dear paternal lands, and. wpods, and 
waters/' quG^ Mn.Deqastra, raisiqg 
his wetie3res as if to titke his l^t fai;er 
vdlof all I^inheiitances, ^ andthoo^ 
venffl^bto qistle^ in ivbich I $r4 dxew 
o2 breath, 



•^ 

*# 
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breathy adieu ! I find too late how dear 
all arfe to me, and ^ feel a pang which 
old friends feel at parting!'' Sobs 
would then interrupt his speech, and 
he would throw himiielf u^on the 
ground jn a sad agony, and say, that 
he could not so much as call his body's 
length of it his own ! \\^hile he was 
rolling upon the ground, arid he cer- 
tainly might have been better employ- 
t6y little Julia stood at a distance with 
i letter in her hand, but^ was too much 
frightened to come near, forfehe thought 
her uncle was in a fit, when giving a 
sort of plunge in the agonies of his 
"^miiiid, he rolled rofind withhis face;to- 
wards her, and leaped upasif ashatoed 
to be seen by her in' such a taking.—^ 
^ My dear uncle," said she, *' what is 
thenaatter? have you had a fit ?" Mr. 
Decastro l6oked a little silly, and; fell 
to brushing the dirt off his clothes as if 
to be employed. " I have a letter; 
sir," said Julia, '^ come for you from 
pjqiaE, I hope it brings you good news." 

He 
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He took it and walked' away with it,; 
Without so much as speaking one-word^ 
Julia, who had a great curiosity toi 
know the contents, for the little girl 
was much grieved for her poor uncle,^ 
crept after him at a distance to watch 
him, while he opened and read the let- 
ter, which came from Old Crab. He 
watiked on in an hurried step until he 
c^me to a thick holly-bush; when he 
hrokt open the letter with as much 
igft^iion' as ^ thief breaks open a 
ha^ie tb^sieal its contents, and read a^ 
fbBows. m a voice loud enougli for 
Rttle j-ulia to bear him>; who crept ^ 
after him as aforesaid, bringing his hat ^ 
ibd stick, which sh6 picked up where 
Ke took it into his head to roll about 
ort the ground : 

" Brother John, 
'* I HAVE paid all your debts, and set 
you dear of all the world : but it hath 
cost you all you were worth in the 
iouth to do it : all the property in the 
north is still your own. A plank hath 
G 3 been 
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been saved out of tlie wreck, it h tb* 
ftwrnitureof your house in London— ^it 
i$*on the road to the north — I shaH set 
but with- your wife and family in thte< 
ditys'time. 

"Yours, 
** Barthoiomew Detc astro.- 

Littte Juliai hfeariilg this good newsy 
rat) away to tell it td her member, ^ot? 
withstandirig she heard a great 'nOf$^ 
in the busSi Wh^e her uncle stood ; 
she thought, however, that he had toa 
BiUcfafgood n^ws to cOme to any hafW^ 
30 she ; Tto to tell it to her njoth^; 
Little Julia was btit a morning star i^t 
that time, jnst risen in the east ©f 
life— no wi yeader, that pretty thing 
is put in to please the ladies; don't 
you look cross at it, or at any other 
the Jike strokes ; for if they are pleased 
you will look like a fool to stick out. 
— Suppose a man di?, and we call hicni 
a setting sun, wbat'sthat to you ? one 
in the Occident of life — and the ladies 

all 
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idl «DHe and cry *' what a pretty 
thought r wtett a plaga€ hcaed you 
cuil'.Qp:.y6ur lip? . If. one; be best 
irfj^aeed to fiod a diamoidy ated too- 
4het be best .pleaised to .find a bar- 
ieyconv;what good, comes of. grum* 
l^i^.ifiyou claw fij) the stone instead 
t^the gram ? it is but to take another 
Mnii|ah> >as.tte fable, has it> and ly^u 
My ^d^bfit .yoa imnt, like the old 
jtbck upon the diinghiU. Bead ithM. 
bookyeuwiU, iny good friend^ depebd 
aapourrltyaii will find soiiietl^ng. that 
yiouidon^t Kke ;:if you are a gay i&afa 
^ Lfir&t, ^rai^e sentence will set. you 
ia 4Mtearit|g ; if serious^ and two idyers 
^ to kissing, Itwill niakeyou jurnp 
M If you saw the dei^l! ^ But to return 
^iUttle Julia:£uid her mother,?^" Why, 
Julia," said she, " where in the wttrld 
4id you pick up your unck!s hat and 
dtick ? good heavens ! not by the 
iwater-^ide I hope ? I have sojneitime 
Uioug^ him scarce fit to be crusted 
G 4 alone 
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tloBc by the water-side.— ^I hope ic 
ims liot drowned himself B Though: iii 
^ere no woisdaxif one' so distracted as 
^e should mn to the first door to ge^ 
put of such a^ world of trxiuUes !?-4. 
** No; mamma/' saiid Julia," my uncle 
is in that great holly- busli, <m the^hil 
yonder, therev-^JAtst where you see that 
h\T(^ flying. — He, has got suck good 
^ws in his letter !--^my.papa h^ fiaid 
^11 hiS' dehts-Ttand the castle^ and jthe 
island, and every thing here is all m^ 
tincle's ! He is.a nch man again, and 
3 am so ghid— rl dare, sayi he will let 
.paga have his farm fornothing.'V Tbui 
<the little thing , ran on,, laughing and 
cryiiig by tums>. and squeezing her 
imcle's hat between l^r knees till it 
ewas like any thing but a hat. " Why, 
Julia," said ber mofther, ** where did 
you get this letter ? I saw but one let^ 
ter and that was for me." " I met Old 
Comical with it, mam;na, and he told 
ime to run : with it to my uncle."'— 
V Well, well," said she, ** I have a let 

ter 
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ter from your ]>apa ^s well as he^ aii4 
i&ibw allj and am. as much pkaftd with 
•this, good news aS you can be or any 
ijody— b«it go and take your uncle bis 
^t, and then come to me; I must send 
^a with a message to the castle/' 
iWhen she rbtorned to Mr. Decastro 
she found him sitting on the ground 
4nd his face very much scratched and 
Uoody.- Poor man, his troubles had 
^^uglit him into so weak a state that 
Hie uinexpec^ed good news overcame 
him, and be had fainted and fHl 
amongst some of his old acquaintance, 
the thorns and the briars; and scratch*^ 
ed his fiice; He kisstd his pretty little 
post-woman for ber fetter^ and she ran 
bacik to l^rrmicrtber, to take her errand 
to tbe tastje. . :. - , 

^ Now this magnificent old place had 
beeil taken Cftte of by Old €rab, who 
WM ^ery mlich^attached-to it, and had 
ft desire to bring the owner into it to 
live amongst'his^estates' and (tenants in 
the north : an4 this his care had cost 
v.; a g5 but 



iMijt lk|l^» fi(»f the mik mm^ m^kn^ 
Md tbe^Fcfof sq ^tr€H9g 8iTld;|»ate»y^ that 
^b« bolide 4id iH>t i^«t hmik^ i^pair^ 
ing. It; wai& mp^; Iflif^ al rpr^ ftbM *i(ii 
^igoe,.a#4 lopjb;Qd ^s if it \^ft0iei^ mSt 

AH ^be old f4irmt|iire imd be4« lefli it 
^i Smuhe Iftte Mr. JDeeastrOj^ 2)9h)g s 
rii:j^ *win, hM . a minA to J«v# ewry 
tikitkg Mv in lAie.ei^uCh:: jH) tH3 liffit t 
fi^ce <^ sjt^U«g rgrskipdew Aid «^ 

WfiQ^IM)€« «l!id tOlok «|p Willi- S^ |ift($CO^ 

fWdefrn tin^l ip the guy eoimtyurf^ 
^erH^hti^) ^haA cost Mm agreat.daftl 
of m0ttey to build i^bieh m^bt have 
hmtx hro^hft te b^ter account If 
gmMm^ WQs his ^ject he mftsAn^ 
SH^filod iht fdtltieis, £^ a gpe^t inaiaii had 
looked much greater aib^t h&sf 
tiH^e^ fio^ f^Md ^^e^inga^: fAuAed 
wivdqjrt's^ add rich old l»f^«Nii^» ^^ 
Huck in the midtUeof ^ tawiry Wx 
Bfar: tLmdM, wii^ ^very ihiog stew 
liJ^«t hisn naif he had h^ra the p^ 
fmitlbBibB.mh^:£iitiU^» This might 
Tw > have 
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kave done veiy well for a grocer wli^ 
^c^t I^'liiii^^luni^ abd had a miiMl 
A» 'Sbov>£aHc^ what sert of tfaing ii 
^eilleniaB ahptiU bt ;^Uiit, for a tmk 
tdesceadf^ from u Idng line of'^iflto** 
tnoba aficestor^but enough of ^mL 
<[?he oM cin^ ivas noir to be todM 
tMcfy for ^ recepttonof Mr.Dicaif 
ttoaod bis Innrily, and it needed little 
te 6e done, for Old Crab hadalwa}^ 
kept %wo or thffebM woihen in it to 
^ratp'&M kiH spiders/ open f windows 
and' matte Ires ;' he was fond of the 
^\ikbe ^JAmc he ^ras bbrn, and it was 
tKHi lik^to cotee to damage nnder hk 
^re*^ so trttte Jntia's errand was to ruii 
and<tefl 4i)eold wrnnen^ to sweeps ain^ 
and Ugtit fkies in all the rooms that 
wef^ Uke to be ^anto!, slnd the sanie 
4if Mr. Decastro's furaitute arrired 
firom the soath. Old Crab's letter tA 
im wifie^'wa^^as follows: 

^ \^ Deah Wife, 
' !/ I-xoOfc to be at home on dPriday* 
I have sotted John's aifiMrs and paid 
« 6 his 
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his debtSj and :ii. tobdcan. zmwng ^m 
bf imonejr to; do it. All.tbe propentjf 
tn;the.south^ (some, f urn kiafe excepite^ 
J3ais:beeD Si0ld.to,tbelajstpdi^f^^whk:ll, 
^itfarthe reat$in hand^madeiiipia'piinie 
bigietiough to,[^y All:thdt;{C0iiy/.4%e 
kgaJUy. denianikd. . I paid; (toe bua^ 
died and ninety tbousaipd pmuidt 
AVSiy before I could abut imy hanii^ 
a prodigal dog] I ato gted to:liiBar 
from you that be is f^uitefit^ I Imm 
kept bim in tbe^dark in regajnd to mM^ 
lees on purpose ; and, if behadi been 
ichained and ^Ited dowi» in tbe d^k 
mXh a siraigbt waisbco^ strappf 4 Upon 
his body, a man less, noad tha^n h^ 
might have il»een, turned out of JBedlam 
in his place, and dci»e less mischief in 
the. world. . I e^qiect the goods will be 
come on. the day you will receive this 
letter. Ji)bn, if he have not drowned 
or hanged himself by that time, may 
see the things put,in:tbeir places, and 
do you give him money. to p^y the 
wa^oners-rbut hot on6 /artbing nn- 
i . . ; til 
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til -l^e goods be looked to that there 
^ay be iko damage. N. B. The wagr 
goMff^ are. answerable for all by coii^ 
tmcty signed: atid attested. The t^ 
ioM;SferviG^'X)f plate >re packed in foor 
chest8< markied 1, S^ 3, 4. I would 
have them put into my study for the 
]Mtseiit* I shall bring n^y ward Gene- 
vieve to o\ir house, till matters are 
setded ait the castle ; get the little blue 
rooM^ iteady for her and her womto. 
i 'litr! |)Iea^d with your account of 
Jl>hn Mathers ; I believe I hare made 
him an. honest arid a steady felk>w. Tell 
him if he goes on well I will make him 
my clerk wh«n oldGrimts dies, which 
jtfaing will be twenty pounds a year? 
He was a mad- brained scoundfcl i^t 
Qottingen, but I begin to have some 
hopes of him. I have met with great 
' insolence in .London while engaged in 
John's matters. I thrashed one Sir 
J^hn O. who gave me a bang:on.tb$ 
h^ad : and :flupg an ij:npudeqt scoun- 
drel of a perfumer through his. own 
i.. jj shop- 



iho'p- window into the sti^et, ^aod^bi^lf 
^ score gi^at atarkig woocbea doHs 
that stood m' it, ^oti^ wj«h ^tlS^H^adOiL 
N: B. S^y nothtf^ to John abcnit the 
bld'leases that wMI &U ^t Michoiehna^ 
Remember me'to'my liittlewencfew 
"Dear wife, 
^ Ybur'a aflfectiotiately, ; 

The 'heart t%at feels patn aJbanother's^ 
troubles is made amends by the plea>> 
«ure it feels at another's Joys ; Mrs: B^ 
!Decastro - bad one as^kind and as tQU^^ 
der as any i^noman in the world; thb 
tears fell fast into her bosom and her 
lip Wile she read her husband's letter^ 
^nd how water o^mes to baw so moeh 
to do with botli joy and grief is.a ctt* 
rions question ; hid we aiust ksve ii 
at pres^^ to say what a hurry tbii' 
l&ibd>^l)earted Wdy. was in to ..finfl 
Mh Decastro^ laiud communiciteitiiiB 
good news, when she met tetle JFtilfck 
ton her way^ wb^ bad atrea^y "done tbe 
-^ . business 
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|)mi|i9iiB by giyiagfc'rm the Irtttr aforcf 
wU. i.idis &Qon OS llr. Dacwte^ had 
jrdoonjNKld k^^a^f a little: &Dm tHs 

pifiea lutxn$*-tfor it i>aay be lemembered 
^t tib jms baaten. down Jato.a bollj^ 
bujAi by ibe force of it, and had 
Bcratt^hed bisifiuoe ; po^f^toafi ! be bad 
Vjory little itrragth to 3par^ l?b€ta the 
Wj^iglH ^ a ktti^ Could bring hiia 1^ 
tb« gfcAiiiM ivrAs Mw as^ Mn .Deo*3tM> 
hmi.f€OfW€YeA*lHm$e\fy be did a^^ftbing 
wbicb be bad i^ver danc bclbie, re- 
turned 4baDk3 fyr Us good new^p and^ 
strange to tel^ actually ftll 0ti bis 
b^^s to do it! and tbk Utile Julia 
saw bin dpi who <;4me running; back 
n^ith bi^^ti wbiqb nba bad ran 4«^ay 
w«feiA .Ibflr^vildnew of bir joy to tdl 
h^'^rnaoti^; tbc; wry. g^dufwa. that; 
her mwbei; ,fcne^v vwy Ff^l atoeadyi 
** My iHiclfe i» abetter ma* tban papA 
tbaito*;btm. m bej" said Julia,, " ,«» 
I saw Mm kiaeel dcfwjSi atnl jsay hk 
^yers^ mamma, after be received my 

papa'a 
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papa's letter." " He could not sajr 
S>is! prayers at a better time/' said Mrs. 
^B. Dccastro; <* it is fit that they who 
have most and pray least, sboald come 
to want something to pray for; and 
when gre^t things come where butKt^ 
itleiwas expected and less deserved, if 
It is not enough to teach folks to be 
thankfut, I don't know what is: I am 
glad to hear this; it is a sign that ycmt 
uncle is coming to bis senses, fot I irtu 
sure he has lived like one out of bis 
wits ever siilce a madman was bi^ own 
inaster: but run to thecas^tle, Julia^ 
and bid the old women air beds and 
light fires, — tell them that ytmr aunt 
will come from London on Friday.*^ 
. Mr. Decastro now came out of his 
bolly-bosh^ and, being on an eminence, 
cast his eyes round on his estates with 
as much pleasure as if any bddy had 
just made him a present of diem. Ht^ 
allthistcouid be he could^ not teU,'atitt 
began to pi&ch his arms- atid legs^t6 
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9ft ifhe were not ia a dream. It now 
occurred to him that be and his. good 
lady mufiit have run into some little 
error in their calculations, and few 
roen, perhaps, were ever better pleased 
atnieJciBga blunder: for if no blunder 
had been made all he were worth in 
ti>e south would have flown like chaff 
before the breath of his creditors. He 
ieadr Old Crab's letter aver twenty 
jtiiuel and foupd it to be just tbesanie 
the .twentieth time, as when he read it 
^t^first: he thipn.put the letter into his 
potfket anrf cut three capens for j6y. 
As sooli .as his capers were over, he 
walked doWn to the iliargin of the 
lake and fell, not into the water, huJt 
i^to a de^p meditation : but not know- 
ing ourselves what he was thinkii^g 
ab<>()t . perhaps we shall get excused if 
ye do not tell our readers. On he 
walked in rather la quick step, mutter- 
ing tdhimselfund staring at the ground 
MQtil on a sudden he bounced his head 
figaim^t a po&t, which might, have got 

out 
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mst of his way if it had seen him G6n»^ 
ingy hnt ithsd been all the same if the 
kbg had come. New this great bounce 
against the post put Mr. Decastvo iu 
inind'of opposition, opposition of Qt^m- 
tradiction,^ and coiitradictian of hiS' 
vife,^--a very notable concatenatioti oi 
ideas, and kfy no means incobsicquaiiitL ' 
Mr. Dtcastro now began to^ talk ib^ 
l^mself in this inannei : I begin to find 
th«tt I have been a great feol-^and thift 
k one step towards getting wise, '^ 
l^e who thinks himself wise alread; 
takes no pains^ to becDine so*: tliis ia^ 
brother Baf^s doctrine, and I thmk 
there is acmetbiiig in it; but though 
I have been a great fool my wtfe hnk 
always been very wise though she was^ 
ttever able to account for it, 4>r wb^t 
place- aU her wisdom t^ame front. Now 
I suppose with a little pains she can be 
made fool enough still to think hersdf 
the first feihale intellect on eaxth, and 
may be induced to forsake the world if 
ibe cspskhc made to think herself abo^ 

it: 
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H: else how ^Ul these solUudes atict 
onfrequented shades go down wkh bei ^ 
\n the tnidst of which I am cofne to a 
anipd to take up tny abode ? As to th* 
i»m\d I am not fit to live in it a,nd wiU 
have done with it ; a man should be 
made of flint to live in it^.and not of 
wax,ttp be moulded in its fingers^to 
wb^t form^ it p^le^ses. I axn one of that 
same ductile si^bstaace ; this impress 
sion, ^ipwever, is hardened in me, b^ 
that is the. moat. in. the world is the 
most in farm's way :; but my wif^ 
iticka in my throat— how shsdl I get 
her to be of niy ^nd ? One that has 
so long bemiised to gay things, mqsiC) 
baSs, aiid4:]rowded sooniis, how will she 
Hke to stretch her elbows hefe^ wher* 
tboie are nji^dtsembUes, n<l routs, w^ 
pre^s of fine folks tosqueejse the brrath 
out of her bp^y ? where she may walk 
for a month and never got trod upon J 
come lAto^i rtM)m without being sulfite? 
ca^rO^^^ bflve so much its a gdwn 
or^ pietticpat torn off her limbs? :Som&» 

thing 
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thing must be done, foi- W^hat wbhiart 
can live without getting her flesh rub- 
bed off her bones in a crowd, or her 
ribs crushed together wlien all the 
world is in a room ? My banes come 
ftb more itito these mobs, I have been 
squeezed enough to content any mode- 
rate man, they are welcome to my 
room who sfeall never h6 agarn w^I* 
come to my company : thes^ Lotidon 
mobs will crowd a man's hou^e untii 
there is no tDdm for the master— thie^ 
have elbo*red me into the street once 
and that'fr enough : they shall €lb6W 
nfie out of no more houses, and, thanks 
be to hc^aven aftd rty good brother, I 
have yet a good one left and something 
left to keep it warm too, more By aill 
than ever I expected— Pll feed no tn6r6 
splendid gangs to eat me out of it— 
but my wife rises upon my stomach 
again like a thing that is hard of di- 
gestion— what shall I do lo macerate 
and assimilate her into my plans ? I 
am not very fond of forcing medicines 

^ IB 
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m t^se matters : a womao is like a 
weathercock, if she goes stiff*, a little 
sweet oil wiU soinetiaies do the busi* 
aess-i-we must oil her o%'er whea we 
neet, and see how matters will be; 
then a little breath of wind, perhaps, 
will turn her like the weathercock 
aforesaid." Mr. Decastro was walk- 
ing at a good face during thih his sO' 
Ulbquy, for he was one of those <x^ 
traordinary men who could walk and 
^lk;at the same tim6, when he stopt 
short all on a sudden, just as if he had 
run against another post, — a thought 
arrested him, that was the reason, and 
not, as. some . philosophers conjectwci 
l^ause his soul haid forgotten, at that 
moment, what string to puH, .sp,pulled 
pone; at all, and left the macl^ne of hi^ 
body to Qonie to a stand-stiU. Now 
there being . a thick wall of brambles 
on one side, and tl>e wiitera of tbie lake 
m the other, , if Mr. Decastro's aoul 
had made aj)y blunder and twitched 
this stripg instead of that he might 

- have 
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liave'got drowned, or scfatcijed, or srt 
upon his head with his legs in the air,— ^ 
no—a thought struck him, and took 
up the attenjtion of his soul so much 
that she threw down the reins of his 
body for a moment as if slie load no* 
think else to'do bu t thinks— ia pbucatne 
into his head to mana^ his wife, to. 
govern her and please her at tlie samo 
time. Now such a thought as tha* 
were enough to stop the earth in itd 
orbit) turn its poles to the sun^ hang 
the tropics upon the equator^ mal^ 
fotks stare and sw^M; at Bafiin's^Bafi 
tud the gentlemen who live in the 
tortid ^ne, eall for thtpr grMt cifats 
Ai^' Worsted stockings :^ook ym^ 
reader, every bad thing gives a handle 
to pull, some good thing into play ; 
Mrs^ Decflistro certainly had her good 
<}ualit]es^ but Ibe soil of her mind wad 
crowded with a promiscuous vegeta- 
tion, bene a weed and there a flowOn 
It is a very amazing matter, certaiitly^ 
to tfnd^i wtoian witli any bad quality 
I at 
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ft^^ttl ih her ppjinpositian ; there is not 
' one woman in Un .milliona that ha3 
fny fault at all, and this made Mrs^ 
Deca3tro a greater curiosity, for she 
had a faulty and that fault was vanity^ 
a v^ry new and a very extraordinary. 
Jhwog to be found in a lady.— It will 
be seen what uses Mr* Deca^trp made 
^f it J he caught fi^st hold of her by it^ 
a»d kd her>--T!K>n^e ixku drive theif 
yi^^s ,MH^ ^ttle,— led' hpr where he 
pj^ase^t^and pleajsed her where he led 
lif r too— he.niade a great fool. of her 
^U^nly^.but .what ^igiuf)fiS:,that?. i^ 
V^as a sign. she; was not bgrn pne, fpr 
t^n she; would. have been a.fool rea4y 
9>ade ;to bis Mv^^l There are male 
fojQjp plenty, imt tberf, never wap /lucli 
a thing as a. female f<:^));nQr eyer will 
hei until thp. worl4 l^ tMrped.u^ide 
down* ^/ f 

. G reat things ^re seldom broHghj; tQ 
pass in a little time; theprojeqt wjijcb 
Mr. Decastro had now upon the aiiyil 
cost him much thought, labpiir, pain, 

and 
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and oUi— But of this thus far. Matters 
were now prepared at the oW castle for 
the reception of his family ; the bedij 
were all . warmed, rooms weil aired, 
owls and jackdaws smoked out of the 
chimnies, toads as broad as a pair of 
bellows, and lizzards as long as a man's 
leg, had been driven out of the cellars, 
and the spiders had all notice to q^uit 
with a great broom at their tails. Mr; 
Decastro's dead stock had beeaqpm^ 
some time, and disposed of in the pro- 
per plices under the eye and order of 
himself and Mrs. B. Decastro, wheat 
the day came to bring the living. Now 
Mn Decastro was walking, as usual, on 
tlie banks of the lake in a deep muse 
updn family matters, with more run- 
ning in his head than was running out 
of it, his hat puiled over his eyes, his 
hands thrust into his breeches' pockets, 
and his cane stuck in his left boot, 
when, sdl on a sudden, he ran against 
CMd Crab, who took it into his head to 
stand dtill, seeing him a coming, and 

put 
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•put out an dbotf to receive the mo- 
mentum of his brother's body. " How 
kiow, brother Johti?'^ quoth he. ^* I 
have brought your wife atid family 
Out of the south — hold up thine head^ 
man, and look the world in the face 
again — all's paid, and your creditors 
kicked out of the creation." Mr. De- 
castro was rtiiich affected at the sight 
of his brother, but we have not time 
io draw his picture, when bouncing 
upon Old Crab on a sudden made him 
feel just as'if his heart was dipt in cold 
water. Shaking of hands and many 
thanks for services now passed, and 
sundry questions upon divers matters. 
— " What, is all mine in the north, 
brother Bat?" 

Old Crab. Every acre, John, and 
the old castle to boot— all's sold} in the 
south: but you will find bread and 
cheese here, and a good house to eat it 
ui, if you have wit enough in your 
head to keep a good house oyer it, and 
know when you are well. I have just' 

VOL. I. Ji put 
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pi^t yoMF wife and family into the cas- 
tle, and come out to look for you^ 

Mr* Decastro. Well, but how can 
this be, brother Bat ? ray wife and I 
n^ade out the aggregate debt to be-- — 

O. (X A fool's reckon ^g — ^and 
what else could be expected when two 
fools laid their heads together? 1 paid 
away one hundred and ninety thou- 
sand pounds to redeem your body 
ffpm your creditors, and your soul 
from the devil, I hope, at the same 
time, which is more to: the purpose; for 
both were in a hopeful way, this run- 
ning as fast into hell as that into a jail, 
and that they might both do at the 
S9;me time and go the same way. 

Mr. D. Brother Bat, the talk 
which we have had together has made 
another man of me : I believe all that 
you have told me to be true be- 
cause I cannot prove it to be false; an4 
I am apt to think it nq very ,ea^ mat- 
ter to deceive me; for> though books 
l^xd I were never much acquainted, I 

never 
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uevet heard pf » fool being bora iqi our 

O. C Peace be to the fools, John ! 
I remember whep your mother was 
Jbrought to bed of an ass; and the way 
in which you have gone on for some 
years past pqts no great addition to 
tl)e ^wisdam ^f the fa^mily : but you are 
come to t^e another man, you say» 
pray wha( 9ort of a gentleman |s he? 

Mr. p.. One of your own making, 
brx>ther Qat, as far as opinion goes; I 
am brought over by your arguments 
to your creed; there is more in thenx 
I will fairly own than I ever expected 
to find, or I can gainsay, which weighs 
tjot a little with me: I have got my 
catechism by heart, since you havd 
been gone, can answer any question ia 
it, and, understand both question and 
answer by the help of your little book 
of explanations : in a word, I am be- 
come jaL christian and am willing to be 
confirmed the first opportunity. 
0. C. All's well if you hold in the 
H 2 mind. 
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hiiBd;, John; and you have been « 
stubborn piece of stuff:— be but as ob- 
stinate in the right as you were in the 
wrong and you shall be niade a n>is- 
sionary by order of government to 
convert London to Christianity; and it 
h hlgii time it were looked to before we 
send out another cargo of parsons to 
convert the savages, when tbcfre is so 
much work to be done at home. % 
can't see what the plague can be ex- 
pected in foreign parts when they have 
let the devil beat them upon their own 
dunghill. 

Mr. D. The conversion of the 
place is like to be put off for the pre- 
sent, if it waits till I come into it ; for 
by the glory of the stars I'll never run 
my head into the smoke of it again as 
long as the motion of my body lies 
under the direction of my will. 

O.C. I say again all's well, brotlier 
John, if you hold in that mind : you 
have enough left here in the north, 
now all's paid, to live like a nohleman 

amongst 
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amongst your tenants, and keep Up* 
the credit of the family : the old mati* 
sion-house is never the worse for wear, 
and I am sure no gentleman needs be 
ashamed to live in it: it is a noble 
place, brother John, the more's the 
pity the family should ever run away 
from it. 

Mr. D. When I leave it, brothei: 
iBat, you shall read the burial service 
<ivet my body— when I go out of it 
I'll go out of it with my heels fore- 
most and a wooden suit upon my back 
,— ^ril go no more amopgst ,the vipers 
^nd scorpions of the world — I liav? 
ffeU their teeth and venom in niy fleslj 
— If I go into London again ram n^? 
into a cannon with a charge 6f gun- 
powder at my tail and shoot me intp 
it. 

O. C. I say again the third time, 

all's well, brother John, if you bpld in 

the same mind ; it i^ earlj days with 

you yet, time will try matters;. Let 

H 3 us 
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children will be glad to 4ee you. 

Mr. D. One word^ brother, one 
word— 

O. C. What dost hang back for, 
man ? You're not afraid to see youir 
wife? 

Mr. Z). Not altogether afraid, bro^ 
ther Bat, but one word — did she come 
in good humour, ha, brother Bat? 
how did you get her out of London F 

O. C. Get her out ! Why, she was 
glad enough to come put, though she 
liung back a little at first, till I stuck 
spurs to her — she told me to my hea<i 
that she would not come out; the 
devil you wo'nt, madam ! said I, Imt 
ni make you glad to come out ! so 
I sold the house over h?r head, packed • 
up the furniture, and sent it into tne 
north. 

Mr. D. That was one way to bring 
her out. But ta whom did you sell 
the house, brother Bat ? 

O. C. To the man you had a quar- 
rel 
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rcl with, Lord Ddamer6 — ju8t the 
right: sort of ferret to make the veritiiti 
holtu-this turned the tabled, apd in* 
8tead of a hard matter to get her out, 
I had a hard matter to keep her in; 
she would have pushed the devil out 
of the way to have got out. When 
you bought the house of him, she and 
you together turned the man and his 
chydren into the street in a very civil 
way, with a pitchfork at their tails. 
4f you have forgot it, she remembered 
it, and expected the pitchfork in her's; 
and she should have had it, if she had 
hung back. You will not come out? 
said I; but foregad you shall dance 
out when I play you a tune on the 
fiddle, I'll warrant you! I held my 
lord in check, or he'd have smoked 
her skin for her \ The man would 
have set his own house on fire if he 
was sure of roasting her alive in it! 
He was so ravenous after her flesh, 
that he could have eat her with a bit 
of salt. She was in the devil of a 
u 4 fright ! 



( m ) . 

fright J I never saw a woman in such 
ai hurry to go the right way in my life! 

Mr. Z). I very well remember out 
usage of Lord DelwBere's fariiilyi, and 
am, I, fairly confers, very heartUy 3<*i5r 
for it. But no insult, I hope, was of- 
fered ? ^ 

O. C. None at ^W. But come, it 
gets late, and I want my diqner., r }r 

And that was a very goQdire^oiJt f^r 
Old Crab's impatience ; whereupan 
they >valked into the castle. -^Wo pw- 
;m|se4 something more tcoon^e 4© our 
bill of far^ to this cbslpter, but aft it 
has run on to be somethiiig . of tte 
longest we hope to be excused if wc 
jput it at the beginning of the next. * 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IX. 

90 Crvk snaps at Ks Brother far tdSng lAcs [and^ 

t makmg a. tM of Us Wife-^he, that is to say Mr. 

DecastrOf sends his ^ Sons Frederick and Acerlms 

to Eton School — some Account of Old Crab's 

Ward Geneoitoe deExmcL 

Mrs. Decastro ^was very niiick 
disappemted at the ^ight.pf the old 
cattle, not because itwas woraei. but 
beqEiuse it was a great deal better thap 
abe expected to find i^, and this was a» 
veity lucky tU^g, and put her into very 
gbod huiBour. Old Crab had^old ha 
the debts were all paid, but not what 
was left to live upon ; this, having cast 
- up her husband's accounts, she con* 
ceived to be very little, indeed nothing,^ 
for the balance, as^be had made it out 
and her husband together, lay s^ll the 
otber way; a circumstance which 
added not a little to her astonishment 
wheri she was told that they were to 
live in so grand a place. She posted 
abpi^t from room to room, found silk 
h5 ia 
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in this, satin in that, fine old tapestry 
in the other, and g^zed -with rapture 
and admiration at the painted windows 
and painted ceilings; But where the 
money was to come from that should 
keep them in such a place was the 
greatest wonder of all. Mr. and Mrs. 
Decastro falling to figures gave a very 
lucky push to Old Crab's plan, and 
added not a little to their panic; they 
got frightened indeed more than caine 
f o their share, but it g^ve no inconst* 
derable furtherance to their teforma- 
tion ; add to whith, vanity ran on the 
iide of their blunders ; they took it in 
Iheir heads that they knew too much to 
he deceived, and they were willing to 
believe themselves ruined ten times over, 
latb^r than think it possible that such 
wise folks should commit any error in 
their calculations. Two people were 
never more glad to look like two fools, 
tJian when Old Crab let the cat out of 
the bag, and told them, for their com- 
fort, that they were a couple of block* 
heads, that they had enough left^ after, 

all 
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all was paid^ to get f hem itp as £^eat 
peqpleio fi^eat housp. No two in- 
dividiial3.ev^r /confessed tbettise^ves to ^ 
be gi:e£^ dunces with more sattsfacticm. 

As. sooiii as. dinner was ove^i and the 
reader m?iy remember, that dinner was 
ready, awi. Old Crab very hungry at 
the end of the last chapter; as aooii as 
dinner wias Qveri at which two q14 
women waitedi which loolfed a little 
odd in sM^h a magnificent place,, but 
% new .sj9t of seyv^nt^ had scarcely s^s 
yet cptn§ into Mr. Depa^tro's head, 
as sQpn 'as dinner ?«^i>s oyer— we shall 
eome the point preseptly* as soon as 
yecan.^t.aU these parentheses out 
of the W^y—9^ soQn as dinner ^ was 
oyefi, Mr. I)e<»?tro cwght his wife , by 
the phin, ,as hi? manner was when ear* 
pest in any m^tteri >nd spake as fol* 
}owet^^v|deliQet: 

: 4jRr^ A I am^going to, make 9^ con- 
fessipi^ which will astonish you more 
than ever you were, astonished in your 
Jife; I.hftve long since made a.dis* 
f5oy9fy> .which J have always kept to 

. , H 6 myself, 
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liiyself, thftt you Were a gr^itcle^l wiser 
than me.^ I see, by yoar stnite, tba^ 
you are hmiible eoougb to take this 
for a thing said in jest, bttt you do 
yourself too m*ieh injustice, and my 
dis^emment at the same time> to sup- 
pose, thttt you have riot a great deal 
more sense than me^ and that I have 
Bot the • penetMtion to find it out ; if 
k be at all dbufeted, however, I can 
give some proofs of it Your leaviag 
Loadou so readily is 2j, sign that yoi^ 
have the good ^ense to despise it, that 
you lived in it not because you could 
not live out of it, but because I lived 
in it, who was not above it but in it; 
hnmeirsed in it, and in love with it, 
yjou saw that town was my toy, my 
plaything, and though above it your- 
self, hnmbured me in it as a child. All 
this I have seen, but felt too much 
envy at your superior sense to Own it 
till now that 1 am grown another man, 
a metamorphosed thing from what I 
was. To know and to -conifess that 
you are wiser than me, argues no.mean 

alte- 
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ah^tkm in me.. My brother Bat has 
tafoght me same new lessons, one is W 
jrtry evei^ body what is due to them^ 
whether it be money or merit, I there- 
fore come to put his lessons in prac- 
tice, and pay you what is due to you* 
I hAve been a long time your debtor, 
d)e debt is never the less due because 
it is long due. The gay and idle plea- 
sures of the world, I own, I have ever 
4 been much in love with, notwithstand- 
ing the rare example I had daily in 
my ^ght, I mean yourself, who in- 
dulged me in my toys, and seemed 
pleased with them yourself, on purpose 
to pledse me, whom you loved as one 
loves a child, atui pities at the same 
time he loves it. But I am now come 
to a determination to have done witb 
these things, and am willing to put 
myself under your instructions and^, 
advice how to get that contempt for all 
the fashionable follies of the world 
which you were ever ready to teach 
me had I but been as ready to learn.- 
I aiA now come to a determination ta 

bid 



. ( 1^ ) 

bid adieiti to i^H thffBe gay sppnu wbm 
9i}aj*^s 9re laid tp tal^e tliie JsiHy^ and 
' traps, are sat.jto cat<?h ,fi)Qlp, whcye «cr 
substantial joys are to be found, but 
plea$ure3 empty a;s the be94^ that; If^U 
low tliem. J. am uqw cometo a4et«-» 
fninatioa.that Loiiidoa ^4 it9 9^ifi^r 
bourhood of enchaotmeat abaU see ixiie 
IK) more. It cau very well spare Qoe fool 
out of so many, a^d feel no more l^ss 
than if on^ single drop of watei: w*re 
taken o»tof that noble fiver which has 
run through it and washed it fpr.so oiany 
years, and yet leaves it ev^ry day niqrft 
ditty than it fouiid it ! It has.x;ost Qie 
^ world iof money, roy dear, to add to 
its vices, Jts follies, ; and its impieties^ 
and it Js now my deterratnation that 
all this money aliall not be thrown 
away^ it shall purcba^ .my freedom 
from that harlot's embraces, the 
threshold of whose babitatiqa is a 
stepping-^tone into hell Look, my 
dear, I hate torn- myself away from 
ber,.and in this veneiahle old ctetle 
willllivej and in it will I die, where 
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my ancestors lived asd died beferemr^ 
I grew too>fotid of her not to hate hei^ 
too much in love^with her not to de^ 
tcftt her I ' Shie has her sweets, but' Ittv 
sweets are poisons ; she has her chkrhis, 
but they attract to damnation ; they 
wiH pull a man into the bottomless ph^ 
my dear, if he does not stand hia 
ground thus (setting his foot) with a 
Stiff heel, and pull with all his might 
against them. But this is oo newi to 
you any further thian that I see,- now 
my brother Bftt has opened' my eyw, 
Irhat you have ever seen, and I was 
blind to»; With what patience have 
you endured my ignorance ! how k>hg 
rffiust you have been disgusted with 
my folly ! I am ndw come to a de- 
termination, however, to make you 
amends by learning of you to dbspise 
w^hat being onceforid of made me so 
diespicable, the tawdry pomp, the shdw, 
the pleasures and follies of the idle 
and the gay, that lie so far beneath the 
exalted dignity of your mind. It 
shall go hard^ but I will become a hus^ 

band 
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band tinore deserving * of cnich a wife; 
and ill order to it I put taystlf tntd 
your hands like a child; ybu 'nm^ 
guide my feet, t&td\ txie howto^irdft^. 
and lend me a hand until I cangoh 
without falling. My brodier Bat has 
told me that he who is high .in miqd ist 
low in merit, I. humbly call upon yoit 
therefore to, help the weak; to look* 
down. upon. me not to deapise tne,: bu* 
to pity and raise me; not to' tbtnfe 
that I, beg of you to give you- credife 
for more than you are worth, but 4ki 
bestow an alms whieh will make nw 
rich without majking^ you poor,, fdf 
kmA advice is not the le^t of al«is^ 
deeds. But (^e thing stands nw<^ iu 
the way, the f^r you may have tp be 
Uiougbt to govern your husband,, 
which eyei^ woman of good sense, 
would sooner die than be thought ta 
do; to remedy this, tf you are not 
seen to pull the wire, I shall be thought 
to 4ance of my own head, while ^ 
better moves the pu[^et behind tbe^ 
curtain. 

Wise 
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Wise profile are above the applaujie 
o£.the world, tbey do good for the 
.9^^ ofit^ Qotfer the, sake of getting 
Pfmed Jfor te; so all the crtdil I got 
l^ d^9g;as ^a btd pie. will be tlioiigbt 
fcp \m myomny while you eouoy not 
,ginly,itbeioteroal aatisfactiQO of it, but 
Ibe. sfjiwior :gratiftjGatioa o( doing 
gpod »> auolber without arrogatijig 
^y wfefit.lQ^ yQW^elf. My brpthor 
UAbl m^ Ibat you wiere very g^d to gqt 
mt .of liiondooy now t}^ thing I would 
be tai^htis^ to be gjad that I am coine 
out of.k too.; I would wash the taste 
^it oojt. of my mouth, I would get rid 
o£ all relish for it^pkasures and aliure- 
.wents/ all whiobvyou have the, good 
sense: to give up with as little regret as 
a child's play thiqgs, which you would 
make.as if you liked to please a child. 

Mrs.JD*' All you havejust now said 
is very Surprising, my dear, and argu^ 
a very great change in your sentiment? 
and opinions, so great that I could 
scarce beUeve that it were, you tha)t 
have beeu talking : and I must confess 

that 
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t|iat you cettmxAy woald have l/een 
iniich'Wi$ef tbaa.yoa a^; if you had 
tnore frequently taken my advke; ai|d 
jbeea less obstinate in your oavh- way : 
in regard to the pleasures of tbe^ gity 
^or!d which have cost us a great destl 
^nd kft us very little to &how fdr it, 
they are little less than empty sbi^- 
witlioot kernels, dbaff left by« (tie wise 
for fbols to purchaiBe ^6 ten times die 
ptioe which they boy tlie grahi itself 
for; tWs I believe to be very true, fcnd 
:we have had some experience of it 
which we shall do wett to bring to 
good account. But in regard to our 
own matters, we have falleo into some 
very unaccountable errors which I own 
I am not a Httk astK^ished at, and 
how it could cofme I cannot see. " If 
you' bad let ;i]i<ie alone to cast up the 
bills and accounts by myself all might 
have been right enough, and we ha«I 
^o occasion to have frightened ouri- 
-selves out of our w^ts in this manner-; 
but you must poke in your nose, pu»* 
«ling, and put every thing into canfu- 

sionj 
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^OD ; I am glad, however, you see 
yOur own insufficiency at last, and 
tind whereabouts it is that the fool sits 
in the family.— Yes, I confess, I am 
Ybove the silly pleasures and pursuits 
tyf the gay world, and ever have been, 
and hare dropt hints to that purpose 
from time to time in your ear, to juift 
as good puTpose as if I Imd taton a flint 
knd steel and «tmok sparks into a b»- 
isfon of water. I tfm glad your brodier , 
has brought you to ycmr senses, for he 
that has lio s6nse himteif can never be 
Expected to see it in another : it k» as 
you say, a proof cfywj superior sense 
to despise wlmtthe mob admire, a sign 
of b refined taste to feel disgust at what 
the vulgar love, and that you should 
find at la^ this sense, this taste, in me, 
brings me as much as any thing to be- 
lieve that .your brother has most cer- 
tainly opened your eyes ; and I shall 
feel a very great respect for him as 
long as I live, upon that account mone 
than any other ; for it is my opinion 
that a husband who cannot see when his 

Vife 



wife is wtser than himself must be blind 

indeed. Now, my love, I must fairly 

,Own that I never heard you speak so 

much to the puipose, and so much 

trmh in my life as you have just now 

.done: not that I tiiink any more 

highly of myself at all for what 5?o^ 

jiave fo,uml in me, it is no news to the, 

hut that y^u should have come to the 

-kiiofwledge of it is newi indeed^ and 

i/5eiy jmuch raises yfluJn my gocri opi* 

•nion; and I certainly think that the 

tmlynimy for you to come t6 tie de^ 

jscrving of sudb a woinan as ^yse}f^ iB 

t».putyottrself «it!i^ly'into /my hands;^ 

and leave the sole management of 

^yourself aind all your concerns to me: 

EiVery. Wunder^ every roi«managcment, 

every fal$ejstep,. and every foolish thing 

that]haa,beencommittfedin our family 

ever siaee u^ have been married, I 

think you ba^i^e now tlK good sense 

to allow, should he entirely set down 

to your own account'—your own-pride, 

folly, obstinacy, self-conceit and self- 

; . * will : 
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li^ill ;i and if the itianagemeB t of all had 
b^:ir wisely left 4o me, no itl thing at 
all wotiUl oi)oe have befailen us. I 
to&..say, oow yoar eyes are opehcfd/ 
ypu €a;n see %hi6 very pluinly, if Bot, 
you had as good take some more of 
those excellent lessons you ppeak of 
firom yo«r brother Bat. I cannot help 
kdghing to think hoW' many women 
of fashion, like myself, would die at 
the sight of this lonely old castle, and 
diase solitary woods which embrace itf 
s0 closely with a thousand arms, in-> 
close it on every side as if they were 
a&aid that it should 'get legs and rutf 
away ! But to one who has so many 
i^ouvces in herself as I have, there 
can be no such thing as solitude, no 
dull and vapourtsb melancholy, bred 
alone in unin^tructed, low, and vulgaf 
minds, that have not one amusement 
that does not depetid on the will of 
another : for I cairtbat a lowland vul- 
gar HHHd, whether it inhabit a pahce or 
a^cdtt^, that mu^t rbn to others 46 
.. • set 
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aiet it at tdse with itself; that muafr 
aeed$ bq irb^ed about from hoyuae td 
hotr?e^ fnotti party tp party, from thea* 
tre to theatre, from rout to rout^ U^ 
make the very iinioii of soul aod^body > 
tolerable ! Put youisQlf into my bimckv 
my dear, put yourself entirely upden 
my government, and I will fifiish m 
you what your good brother has scK 
well begun* 

Mr. D. But what if it be siaid that 
ypu rule your husband,, my dear? 
Uow shall we avoid such a sad scandal 
as that ? If I cQuId get instruoted by; 
you wUhoirt yottr being sjsen to rule, 
me — 

Mr^' I>. If I tied you to a bed^posCi 
and gave you a good flogging every> 
morning as soon as you got up» and 
every nigbt. befoj^e you went to bed,, 
who is to know any thiag about th« 
matter in such ii^place^ this, unless 
the o4tk told it to the a$h, the ash to 
tjbe eUn, and the elf) to the sycaftK>re^? 

Mr.D. Very true, my dear; 4; 

woman 



wetiMft i^glM;'c^ :ber hiipb^^M]: inta 
Uttk bite^ and xtmke avmce-pieeof hin^ 
and ii0tie4:hQ wiser ta. ^is $equa|t€ir^ 
9p)0t ; but tke truly wite and t}ie truly 
good.'ivUl be M iq at wiMeruess whera 
QQfie look 00, and weti as in a crowd 
where all look on. I should be as mucb 
astonished to see a wooian of so much 
good sense 4o a thin^ in an uninha- 
bited desert wbicb were like to dkgrace 
ber^ as be guilty of an act of merit in 
the middle of a town for the sake of 
being seen amd getting praised. for it^ 
Mm. IX There is a glimpse of hope 
tkit uii my good qualilies wUi nofe be 
thrown away upon you — and I mutt 
own I have long since £eit ^aometfaing 
Iik6 despair upon this matter. I h^i^ 
to think better of Old Crab than ever; 
he certainly is a very seni^ble man ; he 
had never opened su^fa ^es as yours 
^ efectually^ and in ao short a time 
else. ' . 

' Mr. D. Why,^my. deair^ I. should 
not'have saM so mudi in your prais^ 

cer- 
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he aw6rtHifl-df«W fl)trt>trg< roi»iill>b *o 
hear it and get ill WJi»giHi<t< < y<»i i to 
be tbb'titaCh^«^e'allifrlfte,46^ at 

the feet of )^ii»-'iwiiHHl itm i^U v Aa 
Artiid«tib«f «t«a*«f<' * m^md ^■'•^miii- 

.. ' '■• • '/.--.At.' tW ii T ' .Nj i r rf t^jB«HC»« ".MMBW 
- "ikt tnC(W^iNDTHfeMHP>{jHp4Mlf%MS^ 
to. .reive i««^itb«t^^«ii<ni"iiii|ltf 
a vByy.grM>(iH«t| >nitilllflH#^|W i fif i tf 
fiir t^fr pBMfWta-^ m iiil w w . |ri i ^iilMibff 

pia ia.it ai^<»^}«r««i^iM^%«lMMlit 

into a Mvei^ : -tJM^Qai^j A'lCAi liii^ 
tall the veryilaafe/jBi^iW^itMfeiirtwiwr- 

ladies^ irfM».l«iigij#»w^-lth^ H^ 
ir8aidr*h»at.AMta«l4»ftJjl tjw/^eg^t 
ili0i«entr-4itttMth«sr mntt jl^^^«J|9«^ 
of fan scwnetimes to tiM^lselwa*.- Q^. 
Cral?> wba^a siept ^Wg-IP^ PW* 
<^ ibis talk bdiwto) Mn iM\&ir»>;I>«- 

castro. 
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»trtw*>a>ii <ttfye«tcbed here «nd tiiete 
!«Fk^ BOW pslbhei lus eyes, 

4^. C it k ao liMe «iortificttioti 
te4iwifc<f e e Mwncm •eiwe ttot ril the 
#«4»«« atttlmftiittttb. To iiear a 
: 4C iMiBiM proportmn talk noa* 
tb ]Mt one out of fau«* 
^«lii4ie huHHi %«fe. What 
«|a|r#il IIM ft iHia sliM«d iiM 

it in Ihs poiiwto 
k^mmd0fiMm^\ but die 
^iMpff «rilli^ Hm <i« gfMCest ^ti are 
itrikers; jua* as if 
ia ihwth as tetr to con-^ 
i^»il^ia fool he ts. I had 
we a^)Ol^vomit, at atiy time, 
dtam lM«r hkA talk; tiothitrg eould 
CiMie4hmi 4ns stomach so offisnsive by 
!Mf as what eofti^ ffom his head. 
7clm, you cannot speak five words 
%!ttkmt eotmnitting a ntihance! What 
^ plague d^c tefl 3roar wife a pack 
W'fies for to bring her over to your 
Iptrrposes? Why don't you tett her at 
xi)L. I. I once 
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oBce tbatif $hcs l^asuotift^mipd toli^ 
h€r€4he q^^y look^% ]^r lo^^ip and 
be hanged— pack; jUp ^d iRwrcbatrr 
W^bat anaj^ art tbo^ tp jfsifCWe 9Uq4 
foj tibiae gwabp^ ! viMftkf <3tfliu? tmifi 

m^dfi^p ^pctnm^ wd ptti? iwitdcMKB 

jf you can. Ifti^/.tbe^^d^^ ^prkftof 

dowfi ^^A get nj^t^ngibu^iibCiinfaihoor 
for tb^nHj^in^ nfisd iiwjt «t:^v*t?njt 
your i9wn> #>ji«c Into *i$i:baiidaaoibgf# 

a bl^head.u t YijUd deseiAtertdspri^^ 
your Twns^ me\\ cl^w^^tmd iisroUiDhMd 
well combed witb a tbree-legged ^MNib 
It isord^^ tkstii<i}s»HVua3lunM^ *db>e^ 
dicftt tfi th^m^ffi^ubfi^t imsnlf^l^m^ 

and npt hp of l^jr^ What aBt^i Johi^^ 
give your cpng^a^ndd lil»'a mail, aii4 
not Qom^,HJawflt,up9«i^^fow6 Hfce a 
brute, ^aijd jb*d; tl|^, w^m^ai get i|potu 
jour back aiid lide yo»jlikc.att as^ 
Adam xnu^t needs, be^siiab a.£3aI«s'feo 
J:>e ruled by his vife and you see wh^t 
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<$smeof>4t; jmid you urill get turned 
<m 0|(i)IKwrth»ii^ as he was out of 
Paitidk^l' if t^youilet madam have her 
hemk ' l^Wu art fdlly to the brim, 
itihti^f4toa 'diAist iiot take more of 
fool Ufami dtou cflMstiiold, aU the rest 
tuuBiover aitdds^w^afited. 
'"^^tifafn^rid; (^LMk you, brother !ftU;, 
jDO. Mistake 'JSiij^<^aiiMv I would keep 
oip Jvifisj it ^Md hmnoup smd rule her 
t^tiiaBisttibciiiiife. Why take a cudgel 
«^^itbc43imguQay^ed«>ne'by a little 
m^w^r^^ 'i)hsrtef a broil, «.a»d tf I 
bi&ibilifa!^iov%r*i see no great harm in 

OiQ. ^ rt^iSou/'wMmieiMl matters finely 
J»^n(teUfiig the vpoinan a great lie, 
^bougbiier pnide will be s^e to make 
her believe ib^ Thou shalt tiotdo evil 
doat good fiia^ com^ brother John. 
; Mr. D. It is a pfofanation, brother 
iBat^ ta bringan the Bible to such fri- 
vajbias mafctei^; it can have nothing to 
^^w«lk^(un{J]inents paid to the ladies, 
It it 
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it ytpre irrevewope $p i^o^qi^s AlfM¥^<! in 

lig^Ahi^ lir^tbeij Jflilfw^: |(^;% jiit)^ 
«f » tbisgaMget^rid id^tf^^%§ff^ 
a bad babU »«^io iBdicriCH(^,if>fi^i|eji^,j J 
aAgM;t»^d» li9W«iWJ5,i^|^y^,fe^ 

Another in ^^t^ST«dl>Wl^')M^^ 
kvriog iea4 #|i0.iMr9lc,^a^ 9^l^a;ff9P 
attention. fi«Vj^iPi9),MiF^ir^ 
aet dovn to it hi)tv.^o cheut and tdl 
]ie$, I warrant. Pa.^ t]fie,^bj^(l)ids 
you a9id you jcaapot ibe i^r<iQg^j^o 
odlber tiban it bid9 yonafid j^ i^i^i^t; 
beri^, Juba: but sM»re. of M^^H|il<^- 
kbcr time. .A word with ^ 909, .wi^ 
y ou'U make . jdus iniux m f rottd a^ «)d 
aMan, and if you. aiyd she falLput ^'11 
€Wt -yoiHP oompUmeals^ as yjQu ^alt 
tfaeoi, in your teeth. Youipa l pB J^r ,a 
goddess^ atid Ml^ref^V>i^f0i<exn«S^ 
divine bononrs. - Flffjtery is tiie key to 

a woman'su 
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a Wditika'i fidirt, it unlocks the door 
and IdH^W^kht'de^; and xfben ho 
tyi^ ^^^iiMlf be mrt tfajlndue 
'iM^^<^li'iAlsmUttiisa^ii^, for 
llt^^lH^ tlfi/i' ic»f '^Ib iNi thrays 
<j|!atf%'^ri^. ^'It rs^s'MfV^dttty to 
Ibeft^fttMfiitlv tod^tls k }rasbattd% 
iTd^i^i^^^iidto in(^i» ia' order 

^^i^'%i'a<V^^'i( heut^^af of 

Ibt ba& Ji3rb o l :*/i.f . -i rt- r ■ :. 

^^'^fii^'^il^ ^fe#*^Vefy*fetfy,^ ^ftd 
'^Mfimm^l lEUM^do^ing tbe abdvte 

lA^I^, '^r^m br^kslti'i^, atfd the 
d'olnei^df iW%lteti,'giffng bfe brother 
yA'^tic«(;"lth4tTte"Wi4utd vtAew the 
«iil^t'&t'irifo«igr'thh<*^'ftiB «** bfe bfct 
kud ilifdk i^dMdi; tli«%«bt»f Ms wity 

- 'A«d >|»eKfi«ftiJS ^i^efeiitteit iA the 

toftifrbs^oh t)!PiiIt wise ^gi^eitimeAts, 

I 3 some 
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some evil is a very good thing;: thartPifr 
to say, if the devil have not^scnaelishsA 
in the matter, therc^ 'rm»t heSdar tear 
sad flaw in the ^o^sthutrom'^ Tte de- 
vil is in itif aft is ii6t right ti*o, Wbra, 
if tlie devil h% notein iti rati must be 
wrong. Mr. Decntro saw, and wiself , 
that the government of a wife^ were a 
matter of isaeh importanaev thatliCiae^ 
Ver stuck at ^ niaaMthviieBrbcrnhjfd 
such an end in his te^ nGmiimnmi 
are to do as; they plieose wietrthetrf^ivos, 
if their wivffiwiH'be'&o-gwdal todet 
them, certainly, amduf awomatirbe'^iofr 
$weietened to a. man's caste ontU hb has 
made a great fool of hei^j why, aiHwty5^ 
no wise Woman on the face of the eastb 
can have ^ny the least objeotieii:to 
that 

The ladies, we doubt, will lo^e all 
patience at reading so far witl^t 
coming to any love i» our book, we 
beg in this place to make our apology, 
and say, that they will very soon come 
p a great deal of it,: if they can but be 

content 
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c(iKtlenC <for a little rthare will be no 

Jfc»*^B^ ?tkf ee Ywy pretty girls to be 

dbpcmkof, «nid they will have the in- 

ekpnii^ible'd^ligfali to see tlma^ all 

fejflfigr ei^Hip dge aftei^ aftother . 

w NoiT/ jteadtr, lost we gfowv prolix, 

yxM fDiMt h«l^ uaoiit a little with your 

fiattg^niiftian$--4fnagUBe9 for ioatance, 

tiKitfM£4]I)00a^o/^lRig tHe moo^ 

^^otspriiigsi^'hisf^ pockets iiigaioj 4riced 

r w iW i ii i to^ fcougjhfc borsas, p4»t 4eer.i&to 

4mpaii9^ tidneiBto hi^€cdktr8, carriages 

ititxr his? coaobhMsesy' built pineries, 

piaAtal graperiesy tf£eoted hot-houses, 

ahdcajled all bis litible« necessary nmt- 

tOB about ham ; for, upon the failing 

^^mof someigood old leases, Old Grab, 

- Ida^naBty an^iaitbful stews^rd, raised 

his incmne to the noble sum of three 

and twenty tfaausaod pounds a-year, 

bade hhn leave oif. playing tlte fool, 

and live like a gentleman. 

uiM|«iaEnd Mrs. Decastro now began 

tocbcaiit^esetifedin their chairs, andj 

*>)*he: end rtjat madam might sit the 

1 4 more 
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aoreat b§rfaaein:bier'4} ^er^gof^lNlr) 

s<^ jonsbioa ^ojt mi<i<r .^ j} n y|i ^»U r ., 
Every. day ^Qy«rc4^;pe)^.^qmNi^<9 
a new exp^l^c^ ,in,.Jiti?, y(l^^ji^^j, 
Defai4rolw(dtnefeE,fWjk,|iiB%e^^,;£ 3. 

SOME ACcbuiTT OP 'GBi5:»v/^'vE.^ "* 

pretty «irK :a»4 .n|«Hkgrt«Nfi i«M«»' 
aootabft vater, we wH)»»v ^ffHigji tlbfui^ - 
a lUtk acquilnjked ;)»^ af^I^BlP^^^i 
ward, Geacvi^cd«Rof»ir...Mr.|fi»!:,' 
caitrohad thn«8}f^;i!^,^«ii$i'l^;wi]Ml(' 
wtre what the w<»'14 eaiyis weU^mairw^^ . 
that it to »ay, one laiMried the fiart 9€k 
Bodemere, ai»i the •kber a Batoai^: 
Str Join I«nisbrol(e» of )|#nMliroli^ 
Faric ;. the third waa what the woi^.- 
calb Tcry iJl-maiHod^ <ribe marriedi^. 
Jew, named De Roma^ who hadtma 
Inmdted poumU, amd ao nKtae in tl)» 
vrorkt Now in the iMno fiwwez naiH 
mge& tbet e was a great deal td nMmejy 

but 
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hi^mi&libife; m tfaier latter s greftt deal 
of IbVi^ b^ Ub mofrey. Notir Margft- 
reij'^fbftl wilts IKSe'haine of her that 
l j i gl i ift >'w l ' l>er heaitf Mp<m one of the 
ciNwulviiKd, madcf hfl* nthcf excecd- 
kig imgyy ^ lUr dlMiice, not becittse 
fifae ciitife a Jcir, lN»t beeasae she chose 
one that ^^aa not as rich M h Sew. 
" I^l'' <*i^ the oid gnrtleman, and 
9m»ifi $fi«SfA\Ae'<<^h, tivktht had, 
'*^ifmi miihf'\»kfJew, I'H -fM« gi«e 
Am^psm^f^homAMimndtek, and 
tlMk%lttll»l'^ 'i* mf viH for a good 
roafc^ ' 'jfttm ■ of ' money." Veggy, 
h«i#dN<r,'ftd<i'^ahttnd to part wkh her 
siriie(ti«ai*t,^'^ she Msttied hkn, and 
a4*y ^y %Mii« (fogethcr to the West 
Ifidteif,"amfj «i4)<l« vra^ very amazing, 
lhey>#d «ot sink^the ship vith the 
w*eighe of the** mowey. The Jew *e- 
ba*«d Kke a nc^ler feflov; he expected 
a tefi^e Ibrtttfle -with liis m^; goM, 
h*W*i*ti '#* hot 'the cement ifeat 
stu^'WW'tbhftPieggy, for herfattjer 
yiraM'&s^il'iisfhSt word, he vronfd ndt 
1 5 give 
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give her one farthing, but divided 'her 
fortune between her two sisdkens^iirho 
did not want money, and leftJipcor 
P^ggy with. nothing bnt^hlg rouiwito 
live upon. * In a fwr yeas^f^hom&tery 
the active Jew grew^ijcb^iand )h5bdn- 
d us try, frugality, and care, geinlnniey 
as fast as be could ^oounfoit iAkkm^- 
leek De Kotna .wa$ hmestuiA\jmt^ in 
all his dealings,!} £wi.muclD.ibel0snd; 
so much sOf tk^/2bffmuidk^)i^hi^idwA^m 
his neighbourbdod^ lQfl< biiai'4i^iihis 
property ; t^iis, put to hfe-owo^ sefttthe 
Jew upon a oipuntaint pf!(^U/ i-Now 
this was one of fortunets liBp^ihits, 
for once s|ie b^lK>wed>iieiTfarroar8 on a 
man of ms^k. But who aok count a 
penny or a moment upon, the good 
things of this worjd ? Boor Ijle Roma 
lost his Peggy in cliiklhed-of Chsne- 
vieve, the only surYiving cbtM of 
eleven^ and soon after died himself of 
a broken heart. Finding how matters 
were like to be, he converted all his 
property into money, and, leaving all 

to 
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lo bift iu£wt dai^bteis made Old Crab^ 
]phofn. hosweH knew, her guardun and 
jbustee. . The wiU cUrected that the 
Jittleiorphan'^ money should be vested 
witbe' Esglish fandft> ond^ if ocGasioa 
«fik];ed^4thal;^good frnrt of: it should be 
kid) ottt io; latuL if the little girl 
flbttild die& before she grew to be of 
age> or^toiberinarfied^ Old Crab, who 
liad; beenndfeinherited by his £ather, 
sftfaouldtstaod m reversion to the whole 
pro|9ertgri> that she sheold be bred in 
itbo'^bes*' sidbool that was to be had, 
add smtasbly^in all <respects to her large 
ffiiEtone^^ whkb amounted at that time 
ite <rae hundred thoosaad. pounds. Of 
att^hikLrenevec seen in the world Ge- 
nevievcHiwing/the first ten years of 
'hetUfe, was^ perhaps, the most ugly 
and disgmt^g : but what astonished 
peo^ the most was her size, vast 
strength, and fierceness of mind : she 
got the name of the young dragon, 
and none could manage her, for none 
she feared, except Old Crab, who 
1 6 made 
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made t^ smtplt' w. tMte tt(«ii%«l' t» 

<to»il''w)ss- ctvt (we, -'iw^ fradtetu^BiiMiiit^ 
twmytbotb ki !»<»—* <yrtt flte 

grow longer tbsn it i^ igfmd4itm 
oMii^xioii,- wtiteh lia<k£iMi(^ MM»d 
hkt Mot' muM(t milhic^iillirfli moik, 
^t«ai u{». iaio a §■> fc»|hBiiB)[Twt 
ber ft i daiw , a». tf 4t>aeliM liys seae 

beatiCiftil; ber bait ^iii efcasiMM.ss 
biack a» jet; tile f^tm'i^'her iuee 
Onma; sbe wa» wry b^a» %»& fl — iy 
•bap«dy and tiuite mx £e«c m-bon^a^i- 
BMt of OeM«ie¥« «lki& &«. 

N«#, reader, ire ba«re wadva^ifNiit 
b>ander, wbidi, wo^kare aaffage; far 
tby sagacity, thou hast long since dis- 
covered, 
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iit:iwl^vficttltl(eia>pf^e4 i^ thinks at 
iilptnijiMiinij 'yslm^f^ptrlmpBfriko^ hm 

fWH^ttieiMl^iifW iKgWt it out IB 

lii tiltoji »1m «kiaptcr. We may 
4SK:^Md^ gi^Smj attditfaegflttfemo^tt 
bt) JSb* «|Udi^iitf ic^lMTS imie WTMi all 

jsU^ ain^ #iitoe(ft» tfiiul tlie HMtatil : 
Mft^idtiiaBim'WCir put to Mrot^ fiMfs 

oetm mfig' her betl^ &b iHftier^ er a fioe 
fatOnanHi a iUpef ¥ U^i^yr made liis 
af)fiMfmcei and M^t^d het tonmmidg : 
and M for Mf. Pecastpb, htf mouUtng 
time waa over, and ke looked sleek and 
9pr«Ge all » mem ^^a^^ei^. Mi*i». De- 
eaatfo had^ poked Iter nose, art teast 

three 
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three times over, into every cjiaclraiid 
oorner of the castle, stamd al the 
magnificent towers without, andLitlw 
grand painted eeiliDgs whhip, «Q|il 
Jier ey^s ran with water. As'^jMWttDftS 
the newness of the oM castle -wdu^/a 
little rubbed off, Mrs. Becastro began 
to grow restleiK in the miit of ^fmi- 
deur. What is tfae^goodi ofi,a ficie 
thing, if one cannot shQuvt^. It, to. lai^- 
ther? Sbe.begsm to vmxt >«adi|[ Jfl^suse 
company again, for .b^je^ wfta nft ,$oul 
but Old Grab and . His^ wif*,. »nd. tlS:tle 
JuJia, her httsband,.jthe tw^iii^y^^^and 
young Ge0evieveir Popr woinaft ! sjie 
was like, to be mop^d to:4eath ! and, 
what was worse, was afwid.t^ <wn.it, 
for her husband had p^ied her sp c)ose* 
ly with ddsea of adul^^Jtion, that she 
Was quite sick of her own virtues. 
It is an ill wind that blows nobody 
any good, as Queen Elizabeth said 'Of 

a '. Mrs. Decasb-o had been 

Mown into «uch high latitudes by her 
husband's praises, that she could have 

beeat 
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been ^kd' at times to have got safe 
back agam with all her heart: she 
•fouiftd it very tr6tibtesome to be very 
good and very excellent, and to be 
imadeagoddess^ it put such a restraint 
i^poQ her, that she was forced to be 
Jbt^ter»tfaan she used to be, at tinies, to 
sue her credit, though she was willing 
<^ make her husband's words good, at 
as^littie e^?peuse as possible.' Shew^ 
ashamed* to say she was dull at Oaken 
'Grove, >or shew any discontent, be- 
cause duch a sensible woman as she 
wass fbrs^oth, had too many resources, 
-ki ba^sulf to stand m any taeed of those 
toys, playthings, and fiddle-faddles, 
thattoiik Up the time and attentioii of 
women of inferior minds— she would 
not have gone to a ball, if she had 
dome within hearing of the fiddles, 
not she-^no— she was put far above all 
su<^ gidcfy childish trifles; she, was 
made too wise to regard these things, 
she was not as other women were; 
she had put her sex under her feet; 

she 
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lita ItA too nuoh vMBty m¥iahtv eff ' 
good, too mach^ridfi iMtti»^>ttfM<^' 
of exoeHtnee. Noir tbr cOiUd MyifV^ 
been t«ry gfaed to hsve g^«ll^l|iNK'<^ 
Smm Unngar «r Mtftittg', ImttiM^W^' 
of k is that tbo #iier ciwty tfa»n^li*«fke 
noi» it indsdcify <99«ts M.- Mmi'B#^" 
cMtto ooiri<llMra« bee* gM<eitd<^»o ' 
kiVettood Ao^natkOrmB 1stftk'«i^'' 
pnoeilnee - vlock btt ■ iMifktiMf 'g<n>< ^ 
het^bot slit did ao«, ^lA 'IOr<^tlit(^ Wi^' ■ 
«QR, TioLlieoittue^ OMM^iiet;. -SdaH^' 
goo^ faovever,- cam of ^tiafbse ' ei'fl' - 

•iw tool: it intarherlMtdi to' eoiWe '^n 
diiktdi^ lo diore n)> Ite =t<il|Mt4tktair ^ 
being- bodi«riM and goMk, «liM& #«e 
wiiMt ani bcbt {lebple of 4dt ogeii lirit 
ewir boeQ. tbr tMiopt tel^jiotB.^But "ve 
iNtv^lbrsM the boy* agaifl )---iMf J 6«- 
outro vas got «k hkt otd work ote 
flb^r,' making bis wifis some ilBe «oMm 
ptimeatsv when, having iKiil- ficMiftg^ 
enougb to fcrve fer on^cf, sbe putt* b 
fiBgerkito oneof'lieriittslNipd^'bttt- 

ton- 
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toft<M(»» ftdf iiQek»iig; Imo to her* 
ap$^l^<jDJtfW9: I'i* My 4«iir» yw« 
)Np^iAl|.,8«M in bis fistmoft ksfe 
Sip^^l<tll%. it ,was iM»y wifik«d fe» 

KeqilgA^/t kM^^iM wk» \mw itoit 
<.«1IMl.J*i«W->«#A keof aU t© «v 
Miii|iM,,.;^ov.ai(.|«KM|i to the.plear 

i My Si pai d li j, afitt»byy»,tl>eia,. and Jbeir 
lAtlSlpJ^Abyi1ibm, bnt^/charky %• 
lri^^lM.i|i^>*))(NiU. b«ye iiiH«b and 
»^M: J^C t}ie^ielt4»; fbr to.jrour biolbtf 

bi9^ cpn^iifiofAl rooim but nobody 
oois^ i}«Ur.tbom. ;. We hafff, edhn 
lojil x>f .fine wincs^ bi^l^obodj come*, 
to tapteiA^gbm. We btire a grand 
paulc fall of .fine fk^, , but, nobody 
cono to. cat 4 bit ofvesiatnu We 
bare a trann of dm foottaen tbart am 
paid to view ^i^ penona iOk ^ look- 
ing-giasses^ We We a butler and an 

un- 
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mder-butlier tlmt have mithitig^ to dtr 
but suck one anotlief's thumbs: tfainipi 
i^tauding iu this posturtxiwhat arefiim 
doing but wastmg thoee tiiings^'^dmir' 
ethers would be htipipy to psrtAeuiii 
the enjoy m^it of? What /is aitaii^ 
but the worat sort of waste ? > Whato<i8 
gtiping all to oneself) iMtt dmtdtef 
What is charity bttt^ a« ^istmbuttefe^ 
What hi gmerosftey hot'^td^mfp^mr 
friends about us, smd taatibg the^l^ood 
thfaigs which heaven has^ giv€ai> us^to^ 
gether ? What i^ charity but aid*ty ? 
What generosity but a virtue ? IF t^ttir 
to live in the middte o€ a gveat woi>d 
here, I must beg to make a few cotfdi^ 
tions." " Name them/' quoth Mr, 
Becastro. " A few friends," fcpu^ 
Bhe—^' Grairte^" qu^h^ he* " THat 
the boys be bred in tl^ world/' (^pioth 
she—" Hum/' qwlh he. " The boys 
are young at present^ but when birds- 
nesting time is ov^ with them wbat 
can they find to do in a; wood ?— iX£I 
am invited to a fkiend's.house/ though 

it 
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h'be in Lcfadontf I mutt have Irave.of 
idnence for twtr or three months in. a 
ycar/i" *^Gra»ted," quoth he. •* Four 
hiHtoS'to niy carrM^e." "GraiiteA," 
'quoth be. ^ fie allowed the same fef 
fiiii^uwney as usual."* ^^ Gran ted/' quoth 
ho^si ^v Well, bifttthe boys," quoth^^lie* 
•^5Kba* of the boy«?" quoth he. " Send 
VtiEwnjtor a public 'school," quoth she^ 
VStmiiAemi^o the devil," qitoth he. 
ffs^&deyfUr^ili find them out in pri- 
vate^ aa well aa in public," quoth she. 
*^ Hum,'^^uoth he, and *^ Hah !" quoth 
S&d Gnhy who had Just co9>e into the 
yiKMai unobserved, " you have set up 
your wife for an idol, so come down 
Upon your knees and worship her, you 
gzeat blopkhead 1" " You will run all 
risks of my taking your advice r" said 
Mr. Deca^tro to his wife. " I will," 
quoth j^e — ^' all the merit of the thing, 
tf it turn out well, being miner" ." And 
all the blame," quoth he, " if the thing 
Wrn out ill, being ypur's alsK)?" 
" Well," quoth sb% " but M^bose fault 

is 
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m it to be, if 3?ou ait 00 jirfge, if ifiy: 

Aiwg turn 6ift^vc«i*^ qoo«i4#,^ t^J«k 
Witt Imvehffi the t^i^t6f %ef«a^$ * 
bat, tf ill> itni I ii^li^^lf tlM^'Uitf^ 
fiir acting upon ijtr ''Come^^^^ 
riit, ^ we had best teftve no stones ia 
break wiii4airs^ we will share and share 
a»kc/ "But," quoth, he, "yoawili 
Bot blaiD9 me if the tfaiag tutu out il^ 
becjause i took your adriee P* ** Nei- 
tim/' quoth jOie, ^ if it tu»a out weft 
shall you carry all the iMiit^^-ot all 
«vents the merit xi^jyfefiuadvice wilt hA 
mine." ^ It needs myst,'^ quoth hei. 
** aa well as the blame, if matters com^ 
Wfong, be your's also. Look you, 
my dear, I l^ve a right of choice to do 
as I please, you know, yoo must needs 
lay that down : well, you gire adnce 
—I take it or refuse it as I will — ^if I 
take it and it fa^s out ill, you have the 
bhime of the ill advice, and I the blame 
for taking it If I take it and it fall' 
out well, I have the merit of taking it, 

and 
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aod you, th« merit of tbe good advice/* 
^^|Coflle/' quotb fibei '' Til risk my 
^^Oi tal^ritu". Mr. DfcAstro did so, 
ai^. ^i^u ^ft^rws^tdfi ordered bis car- 
$|9^{a9^ w^Ied off kis seed to £toa 
M^ > ' 
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CHAPTER X» : Si rtijo:- 

Old Condcal. ^ • v 

Readeb ! — ^y our memory 16' kfett8Tttl)a& 
ours — ^hath not the name of Jdha Mai** 
tberSy alias Old Comkal, ^^nojijihootk 
seen in thk our CBislOTy ? Xo askc^m 
4)uestion is not to affirm o^ldboigf^^^f wd 
were to say it baui^ iviien iV hadvnot; 
Horace's Zterwii^fl/ mayfainypgxjoifi old 
Homer, whamay take, stnap witfaoui 
getting his bones b^okoo^ when ailithe 
Horaces in the irorld would not save 
ours from beiag^knocked into splioteis. 
'Tis no matter, let be, if ^a^ihas not it 
shall and will be> and that's etiMJigk; 
for we hate the plague and trouUb of 
looking back imto what we hare writ- 
ten, a plague and troabb which* some 
would be glad to sulSer if they could 
catch us napping^ as Horsure says. 
But we ;^all go to skep, now and then, 

for 
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for all tbiat, so let people make thek 
^st of it ; and if we put you to sleep, 
lOid&r, folkr iMut tatie a little Fe- 
fresbmoit 09 their jourttey as weU 
tblid^i^ a boek as thtough the wortd. 
But'wbo is John Mathers ? — ^the son of 
'^pq^fedj^tb^ra. Lard' of the Manor of 
iQd^b^M^odte'of Codc-a-doodle Hall, 
IliootlKU&ptondbke^ Justice of tl» 
IPateB, 4Qtke of the. Quorum, and Gus- 
tos ftetjQilof^m. The students of the 
^]Iil^8Cfity of Gottingen, for there was 
bfi;:^ hf^df^fgwe htm the name of Oki 
fi<»Hicalpjai> merry, seed was he, — when 
odmcft JtJb^a such aoother ? His. father 
9R» t^^pmtby genttooian of the place 
^ftd wuttt^afco'esaid, with money in his 
pasketSyiaad dirt to bis boots^ it might 
bej^^eoie three ot four thousand pounds 
pef^a|Kmum: he would laugh, heaven 
rest Ins merry soul and forgive it its 
sim, forr it was a vice he had, aye,, he 
iwould laugh — it would do a man's 
btact good to hear htm. He jfeU into 
'jk fit of laughter one day, and laughed 

till 
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tMI he was ready to die; aad, tsdcing^k 
into h» head that a man couM tiot 4^ 
-at a [>leasaiiter mometit, be )aug^e<) «s 
long as he limned, whick flai^ he £««; 
•mimites; atulirbetiHrt)e<M.\rc»nie&'li^ 
<nit hts body ^ley all Mi b, laogbfiif^, 
for d^th had left bis iaagh opott his 
tiace as ffedb as if tbe joke bad been 
•that mometit cracked, ifearing <^ bis 
fiber's death, Old Comical oatnebtafie 
IcKbavean eye to his fittberls wiB,if 
a»y might be, and sec bov be stood 
ibr bread and butter. Nosr tbere was 
put over Oid Comicars n^>se a tlmig^ 
called an EAder Bixnber, whom be 
^Hivd in full f^aitber at Cock*a-doai^ 
Hall, betr at law to att bis firthei^s |ir6- 
perty, and his nose above the stars. 
Was tliere w) wilt ? — iioae : at least so 
bisbrotbw told him; ^md as ftv 4i9s 
there never had been one told in ^ 
ianaily. A lie is one of the bandfeit 
t^ngs that WBs ever invented^ it was a 
wooder,. wasoH it, that they nerw 
found out it& iwmdty asd fnanS^bM 

uses 
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tides kttim fkaiiiy} A he briogi many 
liQihoiiat M«i ittto home sUid bund, 
wbo might have dt&ed u^a a hedge- 
iiog, and gtme to bed in a ditch and 
ixM tiie ti!tlh~«tarved all the flesh 
^ Us hmes" imd tunied them into 
'41 m^^^fioitirar taUe^ like old Na- 
^fMer, :^^ TtoOMTned msatliematician. 
^iWhat^". quoth Old Comical, " b* 
my father left me nothing?" '< Nost 
ta i{>^Dy^" quoth the young esquire. 
^ ^ume my body," quoth CHd.Comt- 
fcd, ^^ what have I done to be seni 
'tistipfty acvmy ?"^ '^ A mis^n might ask 
^tiuO;. question and n6t get another ti> 
.answer hias,'^ quoth' the young e$- 
^pme. Old Comical found it to be a 
waste of good brea^ to talk to a man 
-who. had tun into the world before hitn 
^nd^w^n the sweepstakes, so, finding 
^bat.the very dirt on his shdes was not 
.^isroirn, and thatiie were like to stand 
^pon other people's ground/ was willing 
A6 te at least as merry upon it as the 
r, so he sat down under a hedge 
yoi.. I. K and 
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ind ^^*ol»<a sdn^, aii^vl»aggirig«ibiAof 

.tttountii»g4besfal«a, a«5g(^efcflarpfintBr 

-fefed Otd ^Goxtaeak toi*«partiia».f«i>«% 
■w:ho> wemtiinto ti»i)i»fttb>vayGtai4M>i*- 

-after a pot :irf^thenbe»»lfteii«ftiafifat 

asleep i*«ti«h^ori»B fed»iwle?oit«u%i* 

-ing iate .the-tteudiond f»l^b<fiHi <fi«- 

luteal, a. piBslfcfaiid. t^ .ttet itb^w*» 

time tapayWariieckoniHg ai»(b^»e»g»- 

ing; wheneap^nOWjCfliniBli J»»urtirf 

-his !gooi^ and, pulHt* Qittt|B» 'Wl«4 

:«ang the same in.tl».(eap «fv*hQ-ri«a4^ 

lord. .A» sooa as therlau^Jprdf-iwrf 

done laugbing»,f#i»r>it,,W«& ftiwerjftciwwy 

song, he again , pojutcd tor thej{«ferifc 

upoatbe doar,-an4 again demanded feis 

money 5 -upon whichOld Cowjicalfoie 

upon his stool a aecoiwl < tioiej a«d smg 

his songov^ ag3in,a»dn»adesncbaidtii, 

. and 
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toA mncdi^uch pcala of ladghter, far 

th^ neigiU^us^ hnriiig a merry sonad, 

WOTS ^tteittinMMui thedoor, tbat the 

4aiiiU90^>v0ii30i«vaach49Wtfe^ in music 

UB^niMriiiialrt;: )At4e&gth, fin(}tegtbat 

he^wiiwUlw^ get nothing butmustc 

Sniif gf^triif^HMWil ImiMubk AiRat upon 

ltbat;8kk^o^i42>ld €oi«iGat^ that comes 

flEfM^M^fai^otiiei^d^es, aadbadefaim get 

jddD^dbr,^f>lfaMtnt^ rascal : so he took 

lMi»7it;Ool:iNi(k9r bi#>ai«i«nd went 

1Mb lii<U>dgfim;''lioujM^ and having ,or« 

liaied^ f9od bed^ ^iirto it and stept 

«iy^*dfcx Qn the morrow the mis- 

;tMttM^ tto'tKMise (o4d bin»; liith a 

f fiWd ^4« tiw^ddor, it twMiime to 

g0t^|^':whereii]>(NiU{> 4rdse Old Co- 

iftica^ ainl^ put on his clothes, and 

<;Milligidown stairs *fiaymei^ was de- 

IMttidad for his night's lodging : upon 

mhiebQtd Comicai ashed the landlady 

if she loved music r 'Yes; she loved 

ttmrnc very wdl, she said, but what was 

that to the :purpose P-nriae begged he 

nirpuld pay and begone. ** All the bet- 

K 2 ter," 
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ter/' quojCb %«; p^AMing o«t bl^fi«i#, 
an^ stv^pjng \i^ o)i^ Ute *iM: 'i^tfc 
sUfed— « ft ia III' ^e^WfttS-?'* I«J*/' 
quoth Old OmUbal, 1HVft>%^i^fftHMl^ 

fort%WHh Old OmuSii aSHjfm^lM 
three >t^e»'ov«r; W^Uni/M^imsO- 

ttgil^, 'dyd>^d6£<I>4&^(f4^s|^Mt-^ly 
ttife'^n«fetfl^'*ftutf'\ idw^do'jlxfe^ 
al^^S^tS^Hf ai"^ fli$fl<<^dl«y^ 
if^'!ati<!''thfey'-«iri^<s<jfl(R#fli^ ddif4f 

wig^B'the olfceK'<>'S<Sgft^^eiitaip^y 
were doWe, OW'G&Mfe«l^^<^4i»rti, 
arid the"peo|*e," gatl^triV^ t*i«>«s«rfy 
prcsei«ly^' 'ealled'aloftidJ ^Mftfil^ftrfd 
thed fWr ttoe ballaidV tH^J^ifjwJna^d 
Gomkial brbfcif^**'* #tth»grda?ftiofl^- 
turc ; the ■la>tfdtedy"sd«ftiled?30ra^<5b- 
mi'cal sitfag-, antf-the 'f<*lfc3' fe^iS^Hid, 
- and 
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»«dd*«y mft^e-^igSfjat fois* aU toge- 
.4*«r. i^w itt sf>,. h<¥fel at, this time 
%ki% ij^ie-^tjfie^j!^ the peawefpdethat 

i^ con^^i^ 19^1 bjs ti^aif in thftfljidst 
f<rfl^?J*a|i*^ bft(>«W)fsim ^?t.hew: the 
HiWI*r^f*bnlfli#g hi»v »5<V»l!»P the 

ti^n»wi»?jM#iWf rtCTstwg'%^yft ^pon 

9l#>iill«»»^'«»vf(J!¥*iPJ9«H»^a9<« to. the 
^;j*»4>feW(a,?^ivPa with tjbe rest; 
3«i^fofi'W»4er, ?of.i$he„veiy Mght of 

tla^ghf* ^%^,wftP'aft,vi48-fiF?,,upoa 

-a«*ii?h*s»lg» fiPSenrjyjj^^^^lwgias red 

z^p^mlifitf^ ^j\4 fiflufi^.q^ ,^he|,;Saine 

!>««lo*»| h44 4^8po?t5d^thenwelvesfat;cer- 

vtfti^rfriwtan^ie^ jfrpn^ o|>e apother, the 

.rkfg(isfi^,^^i^h,^t,\]^{in the roof of 

vIhs4i<»^: ^,)iad;,anqtjfier. ;0n 1ms phin 

.fe^i^ftg >tt»^qa*f i>y a slender stalk, 

,M%e^^;l\tt]e fmit aforieeaid: he had 

,^o>^ pn, his fpiijehcaxl, which was 

rUfVRTrseen hut wiYeniJi^lav^ed, for 

althat time his features >vere all drawn 

K 3 together 
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together \u the middle of his facdy 4ml. 
the said wart came down from undc^' 
his Avl^ in a very odd manner: bis 
no&e:was irregular, turned up at the 
point, and hitched up on* ofae did^ «ut 
the wings ttiereof very wide. He wa# 
so deeply marked by the small-pox thM 
his face looked like a red honey'-JOOffiSl^ 
so deeply pitted tfeatt ^a^ W#e^*wftlJ^ 
little i\$e to- him J iand, *eitog «iifiW« 
man, he iiied to* clean bis fm&'iki^^ 
bruishj which rery much feci^i^aseil lA^ 
natural florldityv Old 'Gottrical' W4i^ 
bald as a doll, anct-hiA pa*e M^a^ifeaSSHtf 
and Tmed all dvet^Kke -a ihS^fy?»«6# 
roads : his eyes were •dai-'fe^bfeie/* i^Kr 
as crystal and ve4-y€ne, dnettiifL>t»4*ftfe 
he almost always kq)t shut, liftW^dttS 
taking arm, so he passed with tiM&f 
for a man of^ one eye, till he 'contTi«*d 
them of their mistake by asud^ni 
stare which had such oddity in* it a« 
made people laugh; he had a very 
M'ide mouth, and throat, so l^at wtwrti 
be laughed one might almost see whclt 

he 



lmihad*in lots stomach; he had a vtty 
fiim.«0t;of\tecith, which? he showed all 
Bikt'.dneMgtm: t^ retractive muscles 
<tf I ti^i upper lap .gave him astonishing 
pOil^>0f^g^ruimQe, and though his 
motilttf'iMras vefy wide^. and his lips very 
pr^l|M2x>^ft»ty auch^was the force of the. 
spbf^eter. oTJsy that he could gather 
tliepi^pfiiQtoa littl0nWiiakk> which he 
9WI|1I]F did 4|efi9«'eJie. broke out. into a 
IfOi^: Jaugh^: he bad &W or six differ* 
e^ i^Qipesi ^wbich ^he usfd each asjoc* 
QAsiQQ/SQrY^ ayi^two or4;hree of them 
Wf^B^^^ • ^d4| P99si3Vi that no manr 
efWl4^«airr>hQm wwtHov t laughiug : he 
m^ a^^!j??jcd1pnt sjong^ and when he 
f^6od^4us.ii^ice wias as clear as a bell: 
99tu|il. nia4%l:bim on purpo$e for a 
droW, ?nd" be had such a variety of 
hmiH>uT ^mt one never grew tired of 
k^i r As soon as he had finished hia 
halktdi^ which he had been made to sing 
^^eral times pyer^ the justice hade the 
fi^jl^afel^ Mng hiw ,Qut, a^d began 
tOr remonatrate with him for singing 
K 4 such 
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such A nasty song. " You must be 
eome to a sad pitch of ittipiideilc^ to^ 
sing such a nasty song l^ore^lL^di^- 
people," said th'^ jiistict!? "^atiin^iWjf 
a mind to ^wtytni {&i6^ tfty'kbdbs lifir^ 
it" ^^Si*,** said md^Hnd^i. ^'"l- 
don't see wb^t harinididr^^^iiilr^li^ite 
nasiin^s^ wfiei^:it^btsfolk^i%i%liiii^; 
a mab%'sai^d nlus ri^rUy/ylW pfe^i«^ 
yoa^ Sro?6iiit)rMitJi^' w^p'iift IMW 6fefl»? 

his't^iK^h's ij^''44 tia^^-^ttaflfw 

prea>us>thotn<f6te^ptii'Jt%ai^.ti^kfl^ 
stocks 1»^ m^kitig^bMb^^j^ludagj? 
■what tbiiidi b£Mti^i^mfm U^fi^ 

tide, '■**>joii- ika.f *y ttt^^lt^clft'tf ii«# 
turn \tritM)vitbiinb^W'SMm*!ty^^UA^ 
I have a itAtii W^iy^-^fm^Hi^p^^ 
your dirty 3on^'iF>ari4«ffisiftJe3*fl^'«fefc9 
cjency awd^ gtteditiiittinlrt*"^';-^^ T^«5 
wol'ld'S s««rialch is &^m%oi»imm^^ 
quoth 'Old €ojhk^ip?'4i ^JifiiP-iuteb.^ 
sqiieatni^ fkla«t£fi^,> k >f<^i)^%||(fo^«8t;) 
forty ^hitliiigtiai^ 'm^ii)^'j{^th^«<d»ld( ' 
a vototitift^bnd'^Hi^4H^Mde<^i<i4l^M^' 

• '■■ • dertt 
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d€yij,,i^.;m^.^? bovels.^nd seta it a 
l^^a^r|rig^%f .,%bi(W€n fruits: it 
n^ff ,p jS^^ai gqg^^^inetic, and it like 
yW-FP?*^!ft^ ^,^t,fia§t out old Sa- 
tfn>k l^ jicp yot^ ,>^orsbip jeoough 
^4»itaii??e .tif,p(^^t^ al? well filled, 
^^^f^jil^fg^ ^^liea^vy e^Qugb^ the 
cfefiiVttB*9#«4 o»»t^ ^^<;be bas- 
^flffe Jl»# %<, ^ te.Po.firHel grocer 

»B^»«Jii'«fef#*steqWO^;3Jp.pe,— tl^ey 
aj§«lmt ^3|^(^|HW*^t|??|^ J?lqw*— aj?d 
l<lftfe^» B«^%rff^il:% uiqcr folks' 
€;tffij%#J»IJ6fit*i?^,ta5??Y' Look tp 
dttJjf^Wih49M^Ji9PU«*>» IpqH, to dirty 
bBBd^TfJfeWbJgt^fit-j^i Q»tng ta.,a fine 
P?fi!Mj?iftf^»egg^r;^;^}j|l^d l?f the greatest 
«»lfeaBf e^ajjij^i^gaifs^ ! a v^n may 
gjrtf tong- 3Mtffl»^r«jJb«! qa»\ sipg a 
»i||&#»ijai^ aitet^rJ?', XJjmm^ which 
Qfl^Ccmical fecgan,*p, quaver, as if Ij« 
mliiA(S^gifi!^»' The jotitice, though' 
heffiMiiftqitliielplavfhing, tbreateR^ 
t^ifmUlf^m i^lo. the stocky ; upon whiich 
Q}«b£^oii>ical said, " Put them into the 
K 5 stocks 
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Stocks that give m€ encouragement, 
they are the most'to blame: why doto't 
you teach your people 1>etter l^itfgs 
than to be pledsed nvith a po*r^*balfed- 
singer? If they do wr<)Hg it is j^dur 
fault who' stand over the hfiridfed ^^HJi 
the cat^'-nirie'-tfei48 ?n yoti¥ tiand-^lay 
it oh wheiie it i^ minted, eV?^6^trij5^ed 
at the whippin^-pbslt fof r^i'\Miisg 
your diity : flog me ihd ti^t, m^^^e 
m\\ you find a rod? ^i^^eh aill'>life**e 
enough let me come m for tbe scraps. 
If all are whipped that siiould fee' let 
nie sell whipcord. '* VfpoH \thiihkbrtie 
present cried oUtthatOM'C^hikittl'had 
put the justice down, and'iSle* pe<^e 
pressed on all sides to buy hisf^balfed, 
of which he had Copies ready ih his 
poeket: and it ha!d a good' sale,' but 
the more he sold the more he r^sed 
the price, for, being asked, be said the 
scarcer things grew the deafer they 
came, and he sold his la^ ballad for 
sixpence : and now, having sold all h6 
had save one, he put his stool under 

his 
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bia. Mm^s zmL ioxthmth put himself 

upopi/hi» joAreeyjj wbai;tfae landlady 

990(j^ttOiifioimcpX by the skirt, asid 

Uiifi^^hm^^hi^ .wc^ld .Ue paid for his 

b«d.;* V Wbftt 4'ye chai^ge foi: your 

jted?V^*c|w^ l?,e. . '' Ashilliiigi" quoth 

/§he, .^ri'. That'« ^otteiu^ugb/' qiioth he. 

;;4cJ^^^€iM)Hgbi:- ftuoth ,she. ^ " We'll 

-^W^ij^jA^TOtpe^c^r^hw." 1 '' Eiglrtecn- 

,ppW?Qi", (jtt(?ith.ih€i;M "why, Isbpuld 

,tiS^eiifxpeqtfd t^ pay fja^teeo-pence 

;jl|^^l. ^5! ]tM^^9n a GQw,Vhide/' 

JJI ^nifii'' /q|^9ith»slie, " HI be content 

3«i^f(^WR ftWHngs, pay and begone.^' 

b;off{l?jjfPrf#Ji|ff^.!:':<lWth he, " what 

^1^^ B^>t'^ lodging in such a house 

t^;yom:'3 iTrrvhy, I should be charged 

:^ A^a^j^lf-af crawn^^oear London, if I 

jfkpt^vf^ af^^kettle I folks in the coun- 

^t^rgf^doii't.Juu^w.what to a$k for their 

things aifd tbati's the reason th^ are all 

, $opoor# ^\l cm make due allowance for 

theJgnoraince ofcountry^ people, but if 

any had asked a man of my rank in 

London less than five shillings for my 

k6 * night's 
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sight's IcKlging^I sb^d^ha^Vt tafarainft 
as .aUi^flrpnt W ^T0fl(pC|?^ife:WHfcft|3^ 

to jbe i^/^ted? ^fimtttlte^oj^oifcthi* 

mmi but.5TbftKJs|Tifw[^ mh^stimn^n , 
the pf ag?^ higli liiwifF> f<W#i*j^^ 
and jJ«i4 ff>€. ths r««tK«4ja^^ iSooktete- 
doariks !!V/Uponiwh!tobi OWiiGwi»ahl 
shof^j^jjiwp'itaii^ ^mii inawdieAf>t)ffiiM)( 
grf»t;P^y^t^wifcl|oiit tiayi«gfjarfiMrtipiJg.ni 

into a;tayJor'»f shop tai^ ;Wfe»Im«f iMcA^ci 
for.^lj^^tut of Q^«thmi,aifcQf 4hb^ t^ 
cloth,, ^ugm-^ oT^mihaiuithebii^0iau' 1 
coat/shpaldibave hihto^dngfiid tide putor' 
on it;, and then:hietl^e»p$ll$c atitttSipdierl 
of boots *4ra sJwB-mak^DVaad. ordered 
the iiiQalip iWiOj;k>i«*^(»diatdy*4«^ Sraisnr. i 
drei^ied, he- w^lk«d; WfeJi /Wb iim(iii«4 i 
be^oifee bieakfastji dinMii sr^pper, aod 

abed. 



a ibedt)^ : Hi^hMkUd ca»t hia eje upon 

oaiej|ati(Hii«tfdV t»iif b^. The next 
moTttiAg fh^ntthftf 'btefcught the btU^ 
<;>W4di^oiiiai^/'^>«^th W-A Comical. 
'H^«oyfHi»nmit(tii." •^'Boyr dare 

dtm^*^ q««)ilh 'th*; w&ikei^r « it iftw^tjiy 
Dtastnf^'itjdet' ikwt< ItthwM.^'^ '* O 

li^cBoe^tlb^WdUiwl^' *"< Was it' by 
ymur iiN)ddr^lh«t:>l Iltiv« a bUlbiHitJ^ht 
ini(tiqif«lhiiiQ«! '6i( }ieat*d yt>«ir honour 
waiii^in^, (»nd''l€'ts^os»al-i<^^>f>9ld 
bdfeflefffiaple^aatemjllMwse.'' ^<Wait- 
erJ^^iMiiji tn(ibi€<ttt<fof a ei^tista^ble ; 
I'lt)^BBiakeiy6u)^ iii«Sfeir *im>w ;Wht> i»:a[t 
faDHtc^aFil wariaa* Wol 1" 'Uf>*on this 
thaite()i(tt«tKdIo^d Kl&^Qtie athi« Mjit's 
endsj n> 7118 £iii0ni0nt - the .'constable 
inafll0ii$6 ap^mticei and^caat his eyes 
iipftl»jOkiiC(M»iear'S waisteoat, be ^t 
gimtawi^atid htimbly bagged to know 

what 
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wlmt was the: matter? *S Matter!? 
qiKrttr he^;*^have you?;broiigbt $oiae 
stout fdbws aJongfjwilhtjpflo?" rV Yim^ 
an please yoinr Itoadutyilialf^a^OBeijieK 
at thedboi, for iite hnm rfliray«!ii di^- 
tuifbaBO^ at the BwHi lotWntof'^ Jfqi^r 
iii Game Hm ^hQp^m^mhv^vj^miSi^mp, 
the taitoif, eadb mw ^ilhibfeiteilUiif^pfi 
Old €>Dmkal/t^^v|^ Oif^abnMeW^i^ 
such a n«$^ tkat Aone wml^c^Cjrfc^ftld 
to speak iMt h}i](^tf*r,the^Q)i^)^g^(^ 
la6d}Ghreli^ aife4«iHSfteilor/>>iiii[ th^^luM- 
toaker^ twHhfsmne ife^e^nl/ijriiifedigBfc,. 
whidh bebho«ld'iiabe^a^|)*a[rf^ifiii*>|ii- 
tber place, and fcadte 'theiecan^tebjf ido 
his .duty, md i^^tJCstwHQ^hAvtinlkie 
rascals forihtommg. »h Upoui wbiedlr^thd 
si^ fellows a^esaid"«iishedr)iiif!.3yilh 
the constable* at their Iie94^ And^afl^d 
the landlord, tiie taUiDiri a»d.rtJ|eAHpe- 
maker, and aw^y^ tb^. hauled tliqim, 
say what they could, and in a teiPfiMe 
fright at their beittg taken ante e^s^ 
tody : upon which Old Coimcal 
inarched in the rear^ and having seen 

all 
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all piit under look and key, be Walk- 
ed' qiiktfy out of the town ii^tbout 
fit or molestation. As soon as he 
^t dtem-'^df tlie place, lie^imti^d hU 
iHkidle Md ]ptit oil his old ck>fl^s, 
<Qri^ed bis <w)gy wfaioh bad been wdl 
fM^re^ (gratis) iMide <Mt, took bis 
m^l I^Mdr fbiff latm and JtiS' baljad 
^Ms Mu^ imd, being presenilgr oi^er^ 
M»Si?^'bj^ someji'WhO pursued binl, .lie 
^^^liiMed fais^stodl mid. svamg 'them bis 
bafiatliH Bdftginaditeiitereainaditbere^- 
^b^ithes/i'^bre&iii'to bte? tbeiob]^ 
agaiii)iatid<|qben Uaeyibad dode ^laugfa^ 
c^igidtd^tjed if h«pl)ad<9eenAgetrtle- 
titatt«h^ss«d in bine and fold.? ^' Tbis 
Mcfiibettt mounted bns ooacfarandibiir/^ 
i'iqnotte b0,^t?^;«id» go»e off,-on a full 
^U^ to lib* right/2 sheWkif tbem a 
road ^iMt l^ian^ed i^ onr that band : 
upon * tbis ^ thifey ■ pttt ' spuria t« tbeir 
horses and were out of sight in a mo- 
ment. Old Gomi<;al followed them as 
the safest way, and comittg to a gentle- 
man'i bouse changed his dotb^s, rang 

at 
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were ort ju>me? The s«¥a#t-$ifklAl>ML 
he was not. !^^-#birt's»bfi«^omeofbi9>jyf 
quoth >Gkl iCumical ** He was ^nt 
for by the landlord of the Bull, at the 
next 'town, to i$tmad hh fmbd' m^ a 
trouUe$ome itotter.?., »f 0!":>^iQitib:^ 

conteupcmt} ilfam aa (Mir\ptditi'^<im^ 
iTta3[tdr^;iIay^<9^€loiTftq|»9iB a?4;&kle/Ml 
anjn MJcn^iatiJisatiid^ kud Iifitlg(it^ii»li»^ 
colli niMfeyQtttiia^yifQt IjE/canffctwaifc 
:w]»ie:)aiiy)ifae idnssed^ril^h^TOrf afj«|^ 
on tiiklBbd(j otli&sn^]]9ni0S0B'&>f r^^jcns'f 
maater, who xriibtetiiiin^ perhifi$^ dm^ 
hour/^ He.iidt. n^ttraiilgi)£Hd'^nl^f^. 
c;il,' \^ nook m)}mhwi it^ ^i^vgoDdf 
duiner and dmnkxwh^ be pJ^)a^4clto]|fr; 
the fieri^aintetlib' i&QuId^/tblni»£St^ sm^ 
l<»ger,^::)l:r0t f prderediiibinQopaififir Mud- 
WTji^te a ^cd^o Iba fnajrtfiitcf^dHs^'lioBa^^ 
as foJIcniBU: ^u? 1 ri) n*^-,r' jd ivi^ox^ 

;iSja,; JB-^ij^ to fe*jn).i 'i^crmv/ ^i6?// 
A: FttiBHm^bas. wiled ^at yottfJlictUsii^ 

to 



to ^, that the oldest rcjation you 
h$»t*^ tiie wtftbl^k^^eaxi: qiakj; what 
i^t^d4li»^i|M«]%$iQ€ ypo.may think 

ja^e 8i>v; r-ii- ..% "iTiAJFattWrnv . 

.4^^ sbottf «is the tms^T^ ^f Uie houM 
icllisrittd, h^ rece1vpii#|e sote^ifl'onfv 
thic^a^va^nwhb Iji^onfers'tic^igive it^ 

fptkit^Ufan^es, set{offlfcdi spe^ tte iLtml 
ktM^(wh^tb€ff- btid^lQnnidal/nrloo lay 
yf^'uv&i^yi hik,qgtiii!offp^am9r^'back 
afd^|^fty4i)elh9^^atid idl^dhe iter- 
viGOt^^aitiiiR^it^d ^^bbdithBrr by 

ai^iliSk'^IOId^QtnKtat s)batd4#o days^ 
afack>^a& 4;f6ryi)l9dspitab]y :ctiiertQdned 
b^otl>^^}a)d^' 0(f tlAfcz/bhody kfaottold 
banai h^lmAiddtelhevzudibetthmhAndy 
s0m faxi^qo&iOtiiei)jat:very;gqle^t^r- 
vk0^ wh]6rtttpti)tlsi^Q)d Coinii^ waxed 
exceeding merry ^ ^V£ ^ bulladi to 
the lady and her two daiigh^rs^ who, 
Aifere young ladies of great elegance 
audi delieacy, ate wd ^rank of the 

best, 
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best, ftnd alet)t an a bed that wm &V 
for a king. The day after Old Cottii-i 
cal came into the hiause he sounded* 
the lady upon her busbaml> retwn/ 
and, feeling his ground, knew how 
long he could stay in it On the morn- 
ing of his departure, he was very* nmdx 
pressed to give the la4y> ami -^l^p^ityffi^ 
daughters a little nH)TeMOfrr^^r<?/c)j|Vr 
pdny, for thiey had Im^hed f^fMi^ 
ni^ht, both asleep and awake, ra%ilo^ 
as Old Comical had taken up |ii$j^b^40 
with them, but he made hifc ej^sju^jfc 
and thanks, and topk his lea^v^; fsfjs^^t^ 
upon one of the young. rlpdi^oT^ 
had fallen in love with him, :Wpjrfij|fit- 
terly. Having walked a dpze^j wijes/ 
he met a postchaise con^it^ onil^ll 
speed with four hoEs^, be 3topt,si>t,' 
and asked a gentleman who was ridipg 
in it if the chaise had been taken at 
the last town? The gentleman . s^id 
he had hired it at the last; i^wn^,;> IJp^ 
on which Old Comical , beggj^d ' tlje 
gentleman, if hie had not had the ^miall'^ 
pox, to get out that moment^ fpr he 

knew 
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knew the chaise, that very chaise, to 

have Conveyed a patient in the last 

stage of the dfetemper to an hospital. 

We gieutlcniati, * who, as it hat)peued, 

haij not had the small-pox, jumped 

ont of the chaise in aihoment, and fell 

to splltfrig and blowing his nose, and 

AtlAkSjg OM Cotaical, who helped him 

otft^AVith'the luggage, put his own in its. 

^SSeJil^d^'^bi^^ng the drivers make 

§ie *b*St i)^ their way honie, jumped 

Shtl§0flrt>fchaise and rode away like a 

ftixrde'f leaving the gentleman and his 

jMrVid^nt^u to pursue their journey 

^foert. ^He-had not gone far before 

a butcher outrodef the chaise with a 

butilock of beef on his tray before him. 

<<*Hoir quoth Old Comical, «' I am 

^6ing there, and will take your beef 

£b> ybu, it will save you a little trou- 

Me.** The butcher, knowing the pojst- 

ehirise and the drivers very well, put 

his buttock in at thte window; ** DHve 

aa," quoth OW G6iiiicalj and away 

he^Went with a piece of b^ef that weigh? 

e6 five stone on the steelyards. 

% . CHAP- 
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the cbttih'ik'a^m,^%\i^,%j>H\ic 

oi<^'kc<iyk5mtrM^4i^^^^eftM. 

cei\fedl>i"tlitfl^(iyan<f^B^«Afi)'dii^. 
terl: <th'^ waltfe'ci' tfi^efdrfe M^ffi:'^?^^^ 
patietrtie'for iWr^iM 6f<iW(JMi6'k 
oat oP^I^ ^doa; 'giri^i^^^mie^fii^ 
tie liectsiity feaS 'i'^y^Jn^k^^fe. Tlife 
towri ciSak j^resently ^irtt^V/^VhitJfers 
a thin^^ tfikt ptfts a man' ai' mudlr ?n 
ftimdof tirn^' si any otbef''* so Wm 
said k<ij Dic1:;« Shall'' we ckil tdt^e 
gentlemili?*'' « N6; lio/' sai^ Dick 
to Tom, ** we had best not disturb him, 

though 



{ 213 ) 

l^bugli he stdys longer than I expect- 
lerf:" their pktidhi^, horWeV-er, getting 
upon the ebh, one dismounted, and 
ga^n^ to t^e wood side, called out, 
*^Arc you ^ coming, fir?". Upoh 
^ttin^ 09 answer, Tom said to Dick, 
**jOo in^; £he wood, the gentleman 
v[\^^^^f^vCimfitrW'}th an accident, and 
j^^^dt/prpjf thing; we k^^^ As 
^^, fp JDjick ibad searched as long as 
l|5,,^p>|gfit ^ctd, the came oiit of the 
t^9p^^Jus|;^ m$i5 as he went into it, 
j^^4^/{^p(^fpgr iqto the chaise, said, 
«^^i^Kr,^low^ the gentleman has taken 
#J)j&f? Iqgga^e !"— This had not been 
4^^i^^Y^^} for, the drivers, supposing 
43K»,gjpt)Oi^i/or some little taatter, did 
upt looX.b^ehind them for good mari- 
^^, yfh^ Old Comical made his es- 
j^^e ;ipto the wopd ; and there being 
% gftte and a path^ th^ apposed also 
t^be might be within a short walk 
oCt^e bwse which he was engaged at, 
;j9;^^iqS5^ ^'en drove, the chaise (which, 
i^^d been paid for) to their inn without 
J giving 
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ipiving themaelves aay.fi;LSthcc troubfe. 
A3 soon aa Old Comical had piOjceeded 
into the^thickeat part of tbe.w9od,,.hc 
left the path, and getting into a brake 
of hpUy bu^es, changed his*c%>thie9i 
wisely, jui^ging .^i^tthfi le^tsbo^m^ 
mada at pre$^t th^Jb^Kt&t^ M^.^tjei^^^^ 
mw drqsjsedioi^ siiit.of bbietn^gid^ 
>?ith a Ji^uttQck,. of • be^ ^^'M$ ^hM^ 
migktiimkM, ^lk$,.taicc^iTnojre^ootke/ol' 
hhn. f}^ii£i xt^^dt^fQ£ h}»^ i^^es^ £911 
though hb doth was large^ t M^bal<tmtjbt 
his clothes, ibid stool, md, thejb«^^iih» 
meat hp found must jn^do^ bc^temi 
at onp corfier or .ftnathfTHfnSaliJiving 
bestowed all. matteyRSrwitl^ pi&iqb^fitaM 
dom^ afti cut astr/wg atickiOOtof tjm 
wood, he. thrust one Qiid>o|;it through 
a knot in hi$ hAndteKchief, and away 
he trudged wjth j. his ^ meat and 'has 
clothes on his ^hpulder. He gi^w hunr 
gry, which is, apt to c<^e of long fas^ 
ing, and spyipg a gaogof gyp&ies 4tr 
ting round a\great pot, he made a bfu:h 
gain with themi and got his beef well 

boiled 



boii^^.fq^n^lnfgi £oT asrS^n as it 
iptai^4^ff» Jie^told'tbem a st^iy w}iic}i 
f|fig}iteii9d theQi out.of ^eir wks, and 
jktfy^iTjkwBm^^ a|i4.1eft their i^re> ai)4 
Mitf0tftMxifQ)ACQm to shift for 
jtbomidve^t- ^HftViiig^^eved hid gro^ 
^^IfliMftaiKii'Aptti half a^imf ^ hre^d 
iiiiillhinisi^d^ gyt^a had left/: might 
Jit9«iteUtfiii|ipos6d to be Of^Bo l^rth^r 
tf eHi^cbeitipafiA^akifig a good sHee of 
betf ate^a>gDod tdia^en He then aroa^, 
attd^>iiGkkigiiptthe; feskbf of his m^t^ 
fittil^ooti^'iA^mi the path 4m which 
ii»^^raiv^ fdiMm^ -a ' tioitof half circle, 
^nraglit him- mlo the yeryroad which 
hmh^AAmtlf^mmdi finding thisj he 
ttfidlpatftill st^r^attd wisely judging it 
.ia;be& littli^of thedang^lx)us^ having, 
Iqraomelateespl^itej made it the road 
ta^'fame, he tacked about and changed 
it&r aoothir, beiag minded to make 
the best of his iray to London, think- 
'ing it notunlikdy, : no honesty stand- 
ing in the way, that he might come to 
riches and honours in that celebrated 

city- 



aod hivmg kiH m l&veiiAi4^<l^^yie>^lMs 
tb&iight a bad As^-goo^Hw a iti^Nlilili 
'to p£tss th« mghtfio ? ^tniCDKi^^iiMd 
€(uke as ikl gefra go^id^fecKl fat li» > th iiife 
,a§ pay , for ^ «g^fe'»4odgi»i^ lie iteflt 
at the door of a parsooage-hc^se^^jtiim- 
ifig changed hk ciodies attidlM bis 
i^allet m a^6d@^ a^pcnRrAt^pMob 
eoi»kg,v to ^a9$^w^<di<>^kfiQ«i6^vlHb 
4ooT^ ^9^soona$iie«a|f{itlio^^ 

sayy '^^ I-knoin^ li^yJ diitgftrto'W-JVMc 

got his MiHAefrom «^^iiiidli)»hMd^^lifr 
he &eldoi][> krt ^ mM ^t^mkAMt^^eif^ 
titig Mm^hiiig^ #y tv«f HtBiai jtidl!iii(^ 
iiere^ a letter, ^«v^hf>a5fiieiiika£«ym 
requested me «o l^tnikytBixfiibKitmi^ 
ii I lout^d you b^I atf bomit ^ti^i&mgi 
you th^e, to detiwf at^wflijp itite 
your own hafod*; aod^^^tOa^t^qusrod 
an answer, to wail> for tlietwoie|Md»fae 
the bearer thereof;'^ ^^My nan^^^iusifa 
.^ the 
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.tbet{ttn«h^i^«brl«t}Afy to Terry, and 
ifte.4tctdo^4iyeH4>M Cofnkal, having 

IMim^lmi^AtUit()Uitfitc6ied to tee :" 

Jtjfdi «b ,|ji<l|^K)isl4^||Mn«nt-, r^ a» 

lulrtd>0i!iPlltie^^<«ti(fAMd/>tin4Vhom 

fai0(9i»9diMft>r<:>lM^40:#<(ktfdj anidthe 
iMfy-iadKipi&i }o», t«<bg btoleo, it 
y !■ itfttitataenbg^iAiide^Mi Burgeon's 
dftii(to<wg>fa>ifety»ii»wtfiii»i&g a gash 
ia9^««Mtma>cqtbcfK)dr maftf, though 
fBfcfpneient i«aivtfyJw«aJp-statei I? daily 
loravSiriilgitirtT theilMU6e. of a friend^ 
amkorflHiiav st»o «pweft,"^ihv his liv> 
htg/Odtfytnir Jnod$-}> lMAir'a» this aflair 
«iB(Ui|iki^<aatriee!ini^stigattOn, as 
he-nu)SBU|»pdsed>ta di0'«i your hOdse, 
aiidbo90|»flwl been prontsed tfarbext 
[oresentation, I-hav& made a friend the 
bearer of this letter, who, for some 
VOL. I. L reasons, 



( S18 ) 

itsWons, must withhoW my tmnie, i^ 
torder ta give you in opportunity to 
Collect matter for your defence in tWi 
extraordinary ca^; as the vicat t^H 
swear thai! he heard you sa^, iaft?c^ 
he was nailed downV though t'oHfif 
deprived of speech arid motion, tWdl^^r 
he were not quite dead it wouldf hot be 
long; before he we're, and that Vhs'ifl 
bne, as he' was giv^eri bvef' bjf'hfs *f>W- 
sicians, arid sone was hatide^^'mto*1m 
grave. Now, sir; thb bfeai^^t of^fl'fe^. 
ter, being himself tM^^yer3?Wge(!tt ^ 
gave the body'the stash W^^ Mf, lif 
way of preface't6'lils''1^cto48^iffli^- 
tomy, and li^dfef ^Wh8^W i/ifftts^^^^^ 
corpS(B*agaiii became a i^ifea/^ ^^4flP5a^e 
tae any further trbuHi^V an^Siti^fy^^ 
in all miatters'on whifcn ^^bu fit^ai^ to 
■question him, ^ « » 

I am, sir, ftrnv 



i- 



This dreadful letter,'4s well !t mi^, 
turned the poor pairson into stofle. fte- 

covering, 
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^OveriQg^ Ke fixed his eyes on Old Co^^ 
^c^lf.a^ i^ked him if all were true^ 
tj^pq which, he said he bad a long 
ttqry tp ^ell, and begged to ^it down*. 
'[j[l)js[}>ar3on hoped his amazementmigfat 
^9iise his. mpivility in ^ceepi^g a gen-; 
Uem^n of his appea^apce^ standing a^ 
ti^^dqor^^vejy c|7Qr^eousIy showed him 
^to^^/ypm and offered him a chair ; 
^i|;^j||i w^i9|} Old Cooiical began a story 
i^^^^l^^^ l^sifd tjhr^e hours and twenty 
WMft^ .afi^l great part tliereof waf 
i^ Ifh^^JV)^^^ Cpr ni^^ fell an houf 
j^^ 1^^,/ l^^re the stpry was endi^d, 
Oj^s^ fi^edA^as the parson's attention^ 
^^ty^^til pn^, called him to supper, 
\vp,,^Wf^G]y, knew , wh^re^ h? . was. As 
l4q^^^f jlfced int9. the, 5juppier;rpoip^ 
** All tl^if >'' quoth the parson, " is very 
strange and very shocking j b^t^ b\t^ 
I hav^ a great n^any que&tioi^^ to pu( 
upon, thia dfeadftjil m^t^er, and muft^ 
beg for your stay here until I am ssk 
ti^ed, iJi ay p<^nts." " I wi)l %Dp ^itb 
you, ^d take a. bed, if yoi^ pl«as«)/' 
L 2 quoth 
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q\ioth Old Comical—" Nay, i am dc 
termraed to eat, drink, and steep with 
ycxi as long as you hare a* question Vo 
ask:" sd the pars6n, his wife, «ilfl 
01d€orfiical sat down to acouptebf 
boiled fowls and oyster sa^ce: Mow 
the parson's wife, who had catth'ed the 
liicky mbtneftt to hear thd letter read 
by her hxribaiid- felt as if she'shdiAd 
burst before she couM get to the near- 
est house in the village tx> tell the 'news, 
and the first to bear it was tlie hic 
Ticar's wife, wlio had just nranrred her 
footman. This lady, upon hearing that 
her former husband was come to' Wfe 
again, fefl into a fit to tfe no small dis- 
turbance of her family. Betty Elbow- 
grease, nmid'Servant in the house, who 
had as good a knack at listening ^s 
the parson's wife for her heart, and 
qtiite as eager to tell any news, ran out 
into the village and told the story to 
all she met^ with additions : and away 
went the news, aye, xm the wTOgi\bf 
the wiud, and piit the wMl# iieigli^) 

bourhooil 
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boiirhood into a flux from one end to 
tbe^othef ! tMrs. Kicksey told it to Mrs. 
Wiiikseg^y ^nd Mr^. Wicksey toW U to 
Mi^. .€tock,^ and Mcs. Cwk told it to 
Mr«4.:Jiiiicrack> and Mr&. Jiniciack 
toldlit t9)Mcs;^Aiggii0it)iQK aiKL)Mr3. 
Jlgguittkiib tf^itjto MrB^ShttfflQhot- 
tfm^^m^^^i Sbifaobou^m told* it. to 
Mr^rl^Q)Aekl^uakte^ acui ;;MrA- Bue- 
ii8*»l^ t«i<J i* fco Af rs>:i>cyibgi4zard 
^»ii^lWT$iEwe»!i^glitWis, aad every 
«W *Wc!dv/swH*ttBg.. t(v .tiieiitaiy. 
^ei>%149r§rQi0t ««)aoto knots iathe 
ftliE^e^r»ltttaok a, great , deal qf. ^nuff 
)9¥>%Ht^^ pe^tHMMfiiittg/ The baker 
<mf^f^mf^i^irybtmtimth his bcead, 
aj^^ ^9^hef ctadrrM it out witb his 
^WWtiS^^thfti b*wer; with his beer, and 
t)^ bwrber with hia^ soap and razors, 
m4 c\ik^gr&it slkeout of tte square's 
flbiniin tibetiheat£)f the story. Colds, 
ftvei%;.w^ agnesi weie caught by 
|3?«nyt who ran out of their hicaises 
^Jtbpttt^tbeiK bats^ cloaks, bonnets ai^d 
gi^t coat^) in the Tain,. to spread the 
: l3 news: 
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news : Mrs. Qualm came at seveh 
nionths> Mrs. Scram blebottdrft misear- 
ried of tvrins, Mrs. ThimMefatl: 6amc 
with a still-bora child, and Mrs. CVTn-. 
cumcrankum was brought to bed in 
her larder, all alarmed at thfe std^! 
Old Comical ate a hearty sapper and 
^lept well in the best bed at the vitAt- 
age. He arose the next rtiorniil^ ks 
blyth as a lark and Ite MeeA iJiUffiiis 
and drank one-atid-twenty dfrfh*''6f 
tea for his bfeakfest. '* SiK'^ ha^t tlite 
parson, " I ani as inbdceht bf UlHSd 
to my charge as the babe uTibttri)f,'**M 
had sooner been intombed lidyS^f 
than buried any man alive. th*f l«e 
Ticar, who was my uncfe, cettSsfcfldy 
died in my house, in which evejy «- 
tention was showii, and leveiy cs(re 
taken of him that co6W be, ahd I am 
siire, for my own partitnkr,'' qiidth 
the parson, with tears, " I loved Mm 
as if he had been itiy father. He was 
th€ best friend I ever had in the w^d, 
and I had sooner died nrfself i3tei 
' have 
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hkve lost one whom I had so much 
regard for." Old Comical, who wai 
as silent at breakfast as he had been at 
st^ppeiTitook care that no idle convert 
satiQJD should engage him at times of 
such importance, wisely judging that 
when, his l^elly.was full, his mouth 
mmld^ be empty, and might talk 
wj^en it had nothjug better to do* 
iYMu Terry," said he, when he had 
^. tjtU he was tired, ^^ I am your 
to^ humble servant and all that: 
/which ia ,aa much as to say that I 
^ diould be happy to serve you in any 
matter 1 which might tend to clear up 
your xdiaracter iu this afiair: but I 
would have you to understand that I 
am dot the man who bought your 
uncle's body, though I confess I gave 
him the aforesaid cut in the beHy : it 
wasi the gentleman who wrote the let- 
ted that purchased the corpse, and fall- 
ing ill, begged it of me?isafriend, toread 
a few lectures for him' during his indis- 
jposition^ that his students in anatom;^ 
L 4 might 
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might feel no loss in hw absence/* At 
that moment, casting his eye into the 
church-yard, for the vicarage-house/ 
stood in one corner of it, he sawsope 
with spades and pickaxes come into it, 
and, making a stand close by a hand^ 
some tombstone, dispatch one, w,^ 
came out to be the clerk of the parish^ 
to the parsonage-house, upon whic^lj. 
Old Comical, who always ha4 ^^^WA^^^^ 
about him, suspected the tru^^,,,^^, 
the story had got into the wwd^j^^ , 
folks were come to open tbe,|[iStxp£t 
The clerk now came in and ^Q}d^^^ 
parson that he was come by tlje squ^rf^^ 
orders to get permission to break 9{)f;|^^. 
Dr. Crambelly's toH\b, as a report pj^^ 
vailed that the body had b^a sboleiiji 
and. the squire being 4 near relation^ 
begged the grave might be exatnined 
immediately both to satisfy himself 
and the neighbourhood. The words 
were hardly spoken before the squire 
himself came in, and swore terribly to 
what he would do if the author of the 

, lie. 



( 225 ) ; 

lie/ should it so fall out, could be come 
at The parson put Old ComicaVs 
letter into the squire's hand, who read 
it and rived like a madman. Othm 
now flocked to the parson's house, and 
tb^ were as many as a church could 
bold in five minutes, aye, and there 
WHS k great noise; but Old Comicar^ 
voice drowned all the rest, who ex- 
daihied^ that the grave had test te 
ekackined to satisfy the people. The 
cBiircfa-yard by this time was as full as 
if k ycre the last Sunday on earth, and 
OtS Comical sallied forth amongst the 
rest to examine Dr. Crambelly's grave: 
and to work they fell, some with pick- 
ak^^ and some with spades, and soon 
rbuted the poor doctor out of his sepul- 
chre. It hath been wisely observed 
that when people's attention is deeply 
engaged ia any matter, a man may 
steal any thing : now Old Comical 
was aware of this, and stole a march : 
and in good time, for the enraged 
squire unkennelled a pack with the 
L 5 constable 
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.constable in place i>f huntdmsn, and 
they bedt s^Ven paritfatt to ^fiod Old 
CknnuAl) biit all in vain : ibr he ^H^ent 
dirdctly to the hedge iVbete he iitd left 
hi$ waUet^ add getting Jotaa high nad 
tnoontrid. the first xtagccoach^ and 
8ca)!irdd away like dust befot^ thewiml* 
f'Hcwr far are you gding?" quoth;lhe 
coftchinan ; ^ as fair aa you caadmre 
Aie/' qnoth Oid .Comical : and UBOibe* 
times singings sometimeis tellingisteEies^ 
and sometimes making fsu^otOJd 
C^omical raised a monstcousi uproar 
upon thereof of the coaohc .Gomiiig 
to the inn at night where&t.ithe nxtaxk 
put op, Old Comical ordered a supper 
and a bed, and giving jdiieoiian^^Jbr 
a hot pot o£ . ramboQsse^ . f^^ Jband* 
lord," said he, *^ pay the coadiman his 
f^re, and give the poor fellow hal£a^ 
crown for himself;" Avharempoht he nnr* 
buttoned his coat, and showed his 
gold laced waistcoat, which had already 
done great execution. It was coo- 
eluded that a man who had %o mti#i 

gold 
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gold wpan his clotheiiiiust needs have a 
gieat deal more in his pockety which, 
like redundance of' hoihouiB, when 
th^e kve more than the body can con- 
ceal, break out upon the .surface : so 
the hoidlord wscnt into the kitchira, 
talked about OidComioars gold, and 
|Aid*rtbe coachman his fare; imd rat- 
itingTidavra a half-drown pwcd upon 
ihedmsser, ^^ Yowsee what boblegudsts 
I'dcotertain^ coachman/' qiiotb the 
fetadkerdji "-that's for yourself !"!— At 
tfais^^ inn^ which was a tnery good on6, 
0fai Comical staid a fortnight, ate, 
ifaomk, and slept like a man in good 
hetaUtb ; ^and attracted so many by his 
xld&ties, that the landlord would have 
been glad 4so have hung Old Comical 
up for hk sign, fo^ he never drew so 
much lic}uor in his life ; but he soon 
found out that hanging was too good 
Jbr him^ for be took a walk one day 
l»efore he paid his bill. OM Comical 
now lay under manifold ^srbligations to 
gentlemen in sundry parts of Great 
l6 Britain, 
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Britain/ and begem to be overwhelmed 
y^kh gratitiideforM^matiyfttvtiiurs and 
kiiidne^es, but; however it^feli outytie 
wa&io no ^Athttnyito return to any 
to thatfk tbeiM' forUheir gbod tkiiigac 
Wifen; he deft hfe^^iiiroth^i^'s housed 
Nort^mptoRBhire his drift H^yj^ii^ 
ward, aindbe^d4d[4lfe^cxHirBe<ofjdkKi« 
a year add a hsir'i^i^>^miiob'4HiiMed 
almost Ml the" HvhaMMiti bf'4hei^outh 
and $(Hi^we&tefti ^pavts. of the>])datid: 
He began now to be ttuich tatted ^c£, 
and much sought afW.^ifti t^vet^oiDmsty 
of Dctt$et e^peeiaH^, where ibi^^a»e 
had ris^n U)^ the^Mii> upon^haieafth^ 
andy^hke that ^eat 4u4Enuiary,s OM 
Comical bad dl^wti a gti^tdeabout 
of it without paying any thing iftsr it: 
« but here the comparison brteales, for 
instead of holding his own, aftd'sbin^* 
ing on with undiminished brightMss, 
Old Comical begta to grow tarnished, 
and had tost three parts out of four of 
the gold lace from his waistcoat, and 
as much respect along with it; so that 

the 
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the rery garaient that used to carfy 
Um (%itlv3uch honours, into an inn^ 
Qouid scarcely, .in such its decayed 
state,(jget bima piece of a bench at an 
aip)mit$e. . Iq a little time he grew as 
rsigsedt is any beggar, and, if to be a 
l^^iif^ve is to be more honest, he 
wbOBatJiow so ^at^a rogue as M(hen he 
wim jiieUerv elothas,' m rags in some 
9orlbbr^ght hQ«e»6y ajk>ng with them, 
ibrr there; netiar ^vtg p great rogue with- 
(mt .'&;il»ejCoal t^on his, back. He 
iitiw;»a^ theJbe$t of his way out of 
thet^sQuth, rand the HK>re. ragged he 
gtc«.itbe .more be was disguised^ for it 
iisas a man im.a gal4 laced waistcoat 
tbatrobbedt^the people, and r^$ had 
iw> cmififirii in^ the matter. We must 
niiw nake Jtike-beisft ; of our way with 
him ta Oaken Gnove apd leave him to 
i^eciite at some future time, many a 
piece of fun, and many a toavish tricky 
"which we have not leisure at pi!ese|it 
ito enumerate, and which will come in, 
perhaps, with more dignity in another 

place. 
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place. As people in decay fun tht 
fertbe&t from tbo3e places wher^m 
they shone the mmt in their better 
days, 80 Old Comical ran^ out of the 
south directly into tkcH north, aii4 after 
Pegging, bdlad^ingkigj and $4ie^ijig 
by (turns he at* l^giK efkme^to the 
ferry at Oak«|i Glove ; * IeriA da^glmg 
the horn in \m Yw^de^vibk^ hMi^pn 
the poa^t, n^t li5pwi«gMi?^i.,Mfhat^o 
make of4^, pu4 it to hih mlMitb akbftt, 
and blew it with tAl \m migbtl ^T^t 
ferrymati unchained hi$bdat at the 
aecoston^d - signal, aad : whie» be w- 
rived at the- opposite *hore,<:alkd CMd 
Comical an impudent* scous^netfiild 
asked wbd was tp Afait onhim? Old 
XJomieal humbly begged pardon^ &Qd 
a penny, of the ferrymati, and said, 
had he known the uses of th^ horn, he 
had sooner heard the devil blow Jt 
than he; the ffirrymati, struck with 
the oddity 6f Old Comical, ^ve him 
d peuny, and for^v^him \m trouble, 
and Old Corniest ofl^riug so^e balladj» 

to 



to sate the ferryfaian bought sixpenny- 
n^rth of Old Comicars poetry. Up* 
on whidii^^s there any charity," quoth 
be,^ '^ to be found on the other side of 
tbewAtter?" The ferryman, who loved 
furt^and drolleiy, upon this took Old 
Comical into bis boat and landed him 
On th# oppotite^hore; telling him that 
nol^od^ lii^din the old castld, but he 
wcmW pethti)p$ get a platter of' broken 
mialSLVMr. Decastro'a, describmg a 
^m4loafte tituaMd on the ld*t hand 
of it ^Upolit healing the naine of 
Decastiro' Old Comical called to^ mind 
hi^ old InelidandfeUoW'^stUdetit at the 
Univ^ers^ in Germasy^ but not mndh 
^pectingtd iSnd hkn t^eife^ he mounti- 
ed his «tool at the door^ and begsm to 
mag. Old Citkhy who was then atdin^ 
aer with his wife in his Htttle parlour> 
hftaring Old Comical's voite, turnip 
hiB he4d, for he sat with his b^ick t(^ the 
MdndoM^, a^iid seeing a beggar upoft 
a; stool, began to scx)ld his wife for eth 
eourdginga pack of ragged radicals ^ 

the 
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the farm. " I shonld bevery sorry,'* 
quoth she, " to do any thrng to displease 
you/' when a triUo from Old Comical 
threw her into convnlsidns'. It* was 
quite impossftble to hear old Old' Cbnii- 
calsing two verses without laughing, 
and tlxjugh Old Crab held it out i^uch 
longer than' his' wife, as soon as (Ad 
Comical came to a fine shike, 'dd* 
Grab burst out into- a loud peal; aArf 
Old Comical, wlio saw how matters wer#, 
followed him np with another quaver, 
when Old Crab was fain to roar out. This 
is a pleasant scoundrfcl! — " C<Miie,^ 
said Mrs. B. Decastro, " I think he d*e^ 
serves some broken victuals," and know- 
ing the usual cast of Old Crab's coun« 
tenance when be would Assent to a 
thing, she poured Corner Irfoken victuals 
and sixpence, by way of sauce to them, 
into Old Comical's wallet; whereupon 
poor Old Comical, who bad not eat 4 
morsel that day, sat dowti upon a&tone 
at the door, atid it did Old Crab's heart 
good, and his wife's' too, to see how 

heartily 
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heartily he ate bis breakfast. Old 
_Crah was nQ\y ^oing forth to his busi- 
ness fifk Via f^rc^, wh^ri staring at Old 
Comic^ as he sat at meat» knew his 
fa<^,Ui>aj9:,ifl{^taat, for il; was not very 
po^fble /iM'^apyl who bad oncQ, seen 
014, P9f][Hc;al> . comntpo^nce ever, to 
fo^g^^itr^apd OlditCoqoical as^ soon 
dk(^vejff^^Jkcj(^eoihh,o\d fellow- 
st*^^^entv^^f^l^, ^tared^at the other like 
a pf^jj^j^^.fpr ?.,vexy gpq^. reason be- 
cajisCe«^4>o,sj:.,b^s na eyea. " What, 
M^tt^i^r VXPth Oid Ctab, ." where 
the.^^bfcgue doftt tJhou conxe frqm?" 
" Hold bard," quoth Old Convcal, 
"^ apd ril tell yoH/' Jiq then gave a 
bri9f accQUBjt 9f himself, and his 
wretched situation, which did not fail 
to make an impression. uppn. such a 
heart as Old Crab's, who took Old Co- 
mical by the collar and hauled him into 
his house in such a rough manner that 
if it had happened a little more to the 
southward Old Comical would not have 
been much at a loss to guess at some 

reason 
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reason for it. As soon as Old Crab 
bad brought "faim into a little chamber 
he showed him some .<rid clothes, and 
bade dress himself as well as he could, 
out of the best he could Md, and stmf 
till he returned in the evening: this 
he did, and wbeit Old Crab came home 
at night, he fbu%id OB Comicai. ia^ 
asIe^(>^ by his kitcheft- 6^t, mik^ hm 
head upon btsiMoolandagmktfvaolmii^ 
cf ballads for bis piUosur. IttiOiH«|Iy 
remains to be snid itx tbis fdttc6;'tldfilf 
6ver sifice that day Old Cofliicdl^lias 
lived with Old Crab, ^ho, af);er a dmi 
course df instructi^ti, m^ada bim hU 
bailfff, and a bailiff 6f gi^^er honeMy 
and integrity never existed tfaanOld 
Comical, as what r^i^ains to be saidtif 
him will show. • 
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CHAPTER XI. 

:M0.'(md*Mn. DeOuitdi Folfyi and a Masquerade. 

W:hat1 .no/loye y€t? I -haven't pa- 
ikace! ten .long cliaptere atid not so 
maoh jaa one tender kia9 ! a ktsB ! tbere 
lias not faecn io. much as; thfi bteatb 
pqvad^iedout dt a wovmnls body! Fair 
tf^er^ wfaat c^u we ;do £1^ you? Julia 
airid OciieTseireare.rsally toa young to 
jbekksed yet^ and Lady CSiarloUeOrby, 
Ifae third pretty woman hinted at a fev 
j)ages sincei will not com^ into our bis* 
tdfy fbraont time, and she is only four<- 
teeuc^^eatsold at this moment and woujid 
scarce know what to do^ith a kiss if 
^fye got erne — all we can promise is that 
wc will ^ct over three m four years as 
fkst as our history will permit us, and 
then ybu shall read with pleasure 
how *• George caught Julia round her 
waist and kissed her;" or, ^* Acerbus 

squeezed 
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squeezed Genevieve tiUshe liictup'd;'^ 
or, ** Harry hugged Charlotte till her 
eyes watered," and eviery pfige &bail>be 
all on fire vyjth love ; but jusj; at ^^^ 
sent, faif .re^^> iittlorCupid Jhas flfl^^ 
thing to shoot^^t, so he may lie, by> ami 
get his ari:o\y;s^ sharpened. at. ^e^t^d*^ 
stone a^;^ei?iA a new fi^vfr-rr-^f^rmt^ 
bepe, pjfel^y fnaidjifiyjW hs^^i^M^^ji^ 
a loyer^pf yic^ujijjjp^wi, %^iai%Btf«s^ 
hones^.majj, ^lo^t s^hVf^^m^^As^i^ 
nor as i^gly ^ TI^er«tj?3, ;?i?^^^ |flg^ 
aAvit as. A|is^^^^.iwrjfl^fj5>ujpl^ 

heavy log as Mmmr^ ^^^k?i^j^^ 
a beau ^ tl^e 4<m gj^^jiQipp^i^iiaqi^^ 
a slQven as Ppodapoyipf.Ji^l^iCirl^ttfl^^ 
h\xt a good househojbd.sbrt q( a,.jg^i)^ 
man, oae, if you k^\y,,j^\i^ %4^Wp 
that wiil ^lake.yj^if-a^gj^o^^^ 
what if we shouii4 ^^%^ont,^o^^ ^ 
of taste for hipa, wbpci \^f(Jm^g^\n w^k 
sweetmeats ae. Geprge prov^<^ Afi/^tj^ 
Decastro, or Harry, l^sf^pioke, .w):\9 
will touch your palate wit^e^erythiiig 
ibat is exG[uisite in hun^ mature? 

Now 
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Nmr as a fuU afid true account \vill be 
g^tVen*of tfrcie three fine fellows, as it 
bi?d6Wi»eth 4lonest and faithful histo- 
ri^fe to Ao, M'e will promise yon, dear 
hKly; ' when any of these dangerous 
fol%s are like to come upon the stage, 
ttV^^giw-you due and prudent notice 
thWfedFhi the tides to the chapters, to 
j^f'ymi u^6n your guafd, when you 
flklj^^SWier fead, or skip, the said chap- 
tef^, \ii you may see ifit, lest one of these 
J^ii^ ^scah should pop upon you 
on^d'stfddefi at sortie odd corner, and 
fe'^ou any mischief. 

What in the world could everhring 
p^pffe' t5 imagine that Mr. and Mrs. 
Defcastro had retired into the north 
and kept a pork and butter shop in a 
little viHage in Cumberland? But this 
was the only story that was believed 
a^gr fifty others had been told' and 
afSffegWrded : it was said with confi- 
dfe?ilce,'j^r6pS^ted with diligence, and 
bdievea'^WWfi assurance from the cen- 
tet^; <o-^thfifc^<ffrcuraference of Mr. De^ 

' eastro's 



€5astro*s circle of acquain(^(;e, Tht 
folio wiog letter froi^ the ^^} of Btid^- 
piere t^ Old Cf^ will , throw mox^ 
light upQuJihis matt^*. , ri, . 

<'•-.'.- . ■ , ..,..;.-.,,' 

To tk^;fi0p. Bartfj^kmxv D^ca^ttQ* 

JVif 9^Ap. Sin ANpJBRQTIp:R,.y.,, ,, 

, I AM not at b}\ Si^t:^\iXyOf ^)^e}f^ 
thought to fla^t^r JQH wixep^lj^j;* 
that if th^e is ?v»clv^,t,hi^ as,^^gg 
nest man inEnglaR^ ^^f^ix^^^v^pv^ 
for to flatter ,^ m^ji i^, .^5 ^ ^#^^1^ ]^f 
tell a lie in his pr^ig^, 4h^ J.^egJ^^Yg 
to appe^ to ypur jcqn^^p^^pqe ffy^ t^p 
truth - pf wh^t . 1 , jS^y^ .^^^ Jf^ ^|ia| 
comes over, I sh^l^?pj?^^b(4^|y^^y^ 
if your praise lie if|^p^ ,\Y.a3f. to . sp^k- 
i ng the truth : n^p . .soul pii, , c^r.th* gy^r 
wanted tl^ help of ^1 hqnesl;,: iQa|^ 
more than I do, and one^ Jifop y^H, 
\vhp knows businf&s* I have been s(> 
piuph plundered of l^te years hy stew- 
ards,' bailiffs, head fellows, and other 
cormorants of the like feather, that I 

am 



/^ 
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im conccftierf td say my affairs art 
s}^^4o^^d«lh of them, and if soiM 
AteilicitSfe ^h not Sj^dily brought to 
the malady, I mustdther^nrtfaf^ward^ 
and phinder others, or commence 
AiSpkii^ii^/ s^tid icoTt against the 
world in my turn, as soon as my own 
score *fs )^k!i6; i^Kidh, 1 am isorry to tell 
i^'ln' cdtifldfetitife, will I fear be no 
e4St liiattW t Btlt I have no head for 
bUiJrtfessV' M' e\^fer had, aAd when I 
trfft^W'^ystfewa^d, the* first thing he 
She^is'ib jjufezlfe iHe, as if he knew 
ttti^i^BailfisI: \hy't6 M his' hands of 
my^ fWl'ilW^ys send him away when 
i^"St6 riot irtclerstand him. I sent for 
fi5?rfihftiHorn1ng to -audit an account 
df*%ifie fiiAber, \rhich I cut down to 
bedutify'^he'Wstern'side df ihy park, 
and* admit^ a ftne pi^ospect-^bnt in 
triith to pay a bni — he brought me 
the fengths and girths of the trees by 
my order— a hint I took ftoih you-— 
the fellow had the cunning to put 
me upon working the sura of one 

of 
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of the sticks, just as if be kv^ew my 
ignpr^nce, and I s^nt hfn f^bput bis 
jbpsin^ss^ tilling hiia» tb^ {ie^4vy|8 pciM 
to si^yenMijtliat tro^l^. . ,Y«^^*ee^,^y 
dear bfptber, how I nay b^ ^[;beftte4 
here, and. I^now jQotjbi^^ -Ajboift^ttbe 
matter, and tbj^ it iik\ij^ WWi oth«r 
things, fi^r wfint of a i^#{Sp<<t0»tklM>«r- 
ledge of bu^ifieuis^ . Jims^^ J have 
seQt you the a^^oiuit of >}h(» tim)mr> 
M'bich is set dg^wn at t/tm tbMsamt 
pouiub wortdii wilb itliQ. l^ittbit and 
lengths of ail the tr/eca;^^ iirM^^iittcb 
obligjs me by looking J t-oYi^fMiBe. 
To. come at oncet to.itbe ^^oir^iny 
affairsrarc embroiled, and J feryimsch 
wan^yoar be^; I am itotso ocippled 
as poor , Decartro, but arana very lame 
dog notwitbBtanding: m^ latCiCi&ctkm 
played tbe<deyil.5vith mie, a man had 
better hate^ ^t^upwi a three legged 
itool all hifi'^f^ys, than bought his 
seat in a certain great bouse at tlia 
pripe it cost me* — We are coming this 
sucbnier to ^ visit .the lakes, and see 

other 
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otber trvmbsHie^ 'm your part of thci 
^mdS^-Sk Hnrry alfd Ltd^ St Cltir, 
«ili .Mfk-'PorfifnoBt, will be '^ our 
f0Hty»ipi^%e^ M SiMiie a^aeatf m 
tjit^WKI villag«*%a>tu for ft fhi^days, 
^l9 1- 9)»to«AP >)Miit'^p6tt' <hy ttwttefs. 
llfg^^tli^Mi ii%iaic«>«>6^tomftfe •world,; 
4wt>i .4i i w»M jBitp 4t%o^ • f<i>c afiner ei^- 

inijpiwti to<« |i6rk««< in dJKthBMr . My 
^HBf^iootMiM to D«w b^Mours ^qy 
Hmt i<l<i«4 ^iftl«'t<y'.tn^iikafne, fnit it 

^GHaiMtfeur'tdtifiQf'tifte Im tdded to 
«(jnex#«ifMl8,^'lAclttdj 'but i|ot>^ my 

iil9K4HiB:>bKXlte^ t» Inattie «i fiwttd of 
y«p^!bft/i SB'scxHQ* j|o>Me<that you 
tidic-f pt)^».-t0 «(«ok^m)i« 4}id'fm)6 that 
j)i.>^e .most wantddi tuip^ioaief Kke 
mm:fs svee.to be)^igif$Kte»lf stranger' 
ill it. .' I ftfli«ayHlardedv -aaid ilH)r-{(k-d6(i^ 
and nty-tolrded <overn<lty a; jiack tif 
ducfttsj^t^oc^faaotsi |iar«si«es««d' plait' 
dfters, many irf whotar cinnot e^eri 
. vol. I. H r rob 
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rob five mrhhout beidg paid for l^ldr 
tttbdljle. ' i will :«9t :sertt|>le <to ' • ^, 
that in fifty fretfeist ' 4itdkti«m /H '#tti 
mMy ^ toirjecf of yisifr cfae»tt^, ftM 
beg bfydu; notttttjf^ oiiir Mitl^- 
ship; 'but %i th« qint« tif !^'^d %Biii* 
passion, t&a(tiy&« Wd^ Idbft'^IJdti^ 

h^velcftito sta'n<Mit)6fe''''^rt7i*«ft *y«»T 
.<^oIotieI Barret j trho is come to be 
tiUtte us»ifi)r a £e«f days, - bas j^»% d^&ld 
us & sad^torj^; of jitoor <!p^stfo> and 
ginfea bpt. too good aotbority for tlie 
truth of) it r the i^batafl^ ^^cb is, 
that i^hiHi alf his^ d«bt3 Wre pMd be 
had nothing Wft -tD-Bvl^ Sj^oiiJ ^Wt 
you,' irtit'rof charity, and'At^u^ tmi 
expenlei'htwe ttet'lsrtitt ^' iW^a'ltttfe 
^0{j in &odh :<itk^ ti^&^yotr,' and 
that he andrhfii '(Hfe get ^i<- bread 
by net^iHttg^ seuff? t^bbcdb, |)ttiic, 
ahd :blit$0r: tt^'^Hie <^>hi)fghboiJrboibd. 
TUSxtt^ st^rfes'thave^ btieii iotrf, ".but «i 
none [have cohietrp<»t8a^'gt3*«)d 'evi- 
dence }a& the abo^, %% have opened 
a'sabscrlptton for him, and name^ are 

already 
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already, pat ta the amoimt of three 
t^Mxnand pooiids, wfaidii fiay be^simk 
ia ah ^ annuity sofiiqeiit to siq^e^ede 
die Biscemty o£ our pcm; hrother-'s 
k<^i^p a ditty shop. Prissqit out 
j^ftd. f«}Qembiaiicesi to hiM Md iAn 
h4y,«[i4tisll Imii wd willxsgU ^od ^ 
him Ikw he does wbeii «^ come i^ 
ymx^ netghbourhood. * > ^ 



Oid^rdVs Answ& to the lEarl of- 

^ ,^, j^l^.;^4yfijQl)g expected to. ace 
you «»;t^? j^piimhles^ ^od youc coat ii 
Uke ^0 g^t^pi^tf irvU scratched, iCyoa 
CDBie oj^f ifdth a Ut of doth upou: youc 
back^^^s appears by.ycm* ow^ atoty. 
Yqiit. t^nsAiti IS ill-sold and oast up two 
thousand poquda^.toQ; Cttte iixfeo the 
bairgaiut ta|ciug your,; steward's : mm. 
accountrof itr-rhpw? it hatl| been gi«- 
stired is ^pother; inatterrr-hat^ilbave 
had troul?teeii<Migh.^witlvJolm^»m&iBi 
• m2 —will 
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— T^l the devil never leave die £MnHy? 
What the p^ipie dfl yoa.and your 
f^ag coipe sUiriqg here ^ter ? I have 
«entyour,ji^tj^er to John, he may Iqj^ 
forlodi^ii^ I shall o(xt tro»l?le;wy^ 
self iboiit sufch. a» idle crew j jawiv^ 
«tid gaping about ^he^countrj^, ^.if.y^ 
hadnsfife mpl?ejf.tb»a a;,p?if^,^f fj^M 
knew what to 4o.<vUh, lf,^0\^, hjivf^ 
got any thing tQ.|jiy.t|Qi nie, why 4«j^:t| 
you get Jl^to 9 stj^?-c<^a<?h,^n^, 9^j|j)g 
by yourself? I told ypu twp j^aij^ 
ago, when I met you in J^pn4,-stf;f^li» 
those two spoupdrels, yptyr ^^^^^^ 
were playing the devil witb^Wft,9^fi 
withindoors and the otherSvifjiO^t^ 
but you were such an ass aijd a fool as, 
to take no heed to what I said,— why 
didn't you let that election alone? 
What the devil coujdyou have to. do^ 
m it ttet had no money tp squander 
away? Must you , ruin yourself to' 
bring such precious talents as yours, 
forsooth, to the service of the nation ? 
Who could have put it into your stu- 

oid 



( ^4A ) 

pid brains, that you, who can't take 
care of your own matters^ should be a 
fit person to takd care of the public ? 
Wliy ibe plagub did not you s5t mat- 
ters' td rights in yonr own hoiise before 
y^tf cairtc to set matters io rights in 
^' Sbiise of Cbmmons?^ What a 
Itii&'thfs btishiess ^^ost yod to get into 
ftjl^h«fn,'if you bad bad a little pa- 
ftfelfd^e, you miglit bave got Into th6 
6i^t house' for nothittg \ Were you 
itt'sftch a hufry to get into Parlia- 
ment fd teach folks economy? To 
shott^ p^fepltf^liow to' make things go 
th^ farthest by going the nearest way? 
A pretty maggot you Were like to make 
ill th^ cheese, if we set ourselves, witii 
avfengeanfce,'toeat one another out of 
hciise*and home!* You are^a worse 
profligate' thati John ; he never spent 
seventy thousand pounds at a cast in 
his life— your election cost you that, 
dr they lied that told me the story. 
I avoid you} can you blame a man 
for getting out of the wayof a nui- 
MS sance? 
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sa^Qce? a man that lives the life thftt 
yoii Hve ls< ^rse than a ^uisaiice. I 
don't faU 0ut with ydu h^c^us^ y^u 
are " My ^oRD ;" a man mny be » good 
man under ' any nam^-r-I took npt to 
the itort^, hu% to thf inan?— the greater 
n insm*£ name is the l>ettf r if be be a 
good man^ for grfeat folk? art th^ tiaost 
Blared 9,% are §tfci> by the nfjpst ^e^fei 
^nd inflnenee more jiy thdr exmip]p^ 
A great jnanja a great t^i^ttt\ti[»t 
s^ftQpi muKJh, along vith 'hV/*«^d jf 
he be. ruDfting ptt tjo :de??firdMicifi Im 
$ak^rhallf ^.: world otil|i»/'^ h:itk 
IMhA^ikk to^.4 gre*t matlfci'^i^it 
inidif ihe fella, dQwh comfe J^^nd ^ 
lij&.vermm together. If a HtWe tnatt 
tmki^ afebe step it c<^cem3 Jew tmt 
Wimelf;. but Avhen a great mfntk 
f%\xmhW teu . thou^dnd tnHst nrcedf 
rtumfele with him to be in Ut^fasbio^u 
A ^e^t mmi i^ Ihe mh of a system; 
]et^im reniemb^ tliat.:it is Ins busi^ 
ness to shine and to enl'^htefc thosfc 
beneath him. Bat it is of no use to 

talk 
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talkitolaw*^ ae^^jou, y<Hi witt tol* 
your oACtt wny i£ ypu. bre^k youlr neclt 
m it AO^, if ;*y9ttvmust ncetf^ dft mitr 
cl^ei^ .):fa» socmer tBtis better. Wbat'» 
become of .your Vrife'* fortune? is it all 
Bjpfn*.?: ^<;Atd, J>e^9e . niy fkth^r 
^^owgbt it no eaay o^a^cr ttc^ givieyoa 
ijaiiucli* ttioufey ak^jBQu deoel^yjed^ yoft 
nwst.fi'tit have .half l>o6c Peg's casbj 
k»t|^tjajljptottoo? Yqu tuTU col 
3^^^J^^^ to:^ troal^d; and my 
titbi^fym^^t^^ talkibg 

s^boni flcj^nj^tfes .w|)en^.a man of jo 
W«lb tJjH«i; m4 jh^iiw; va^ cppjing 
ij);:|if^wjM*iiJyp/ ;,W.ha;t j^ :become of 
thej,ifi»it^ ^ud;.;fi;5rj5^jhdtf9and.pouwi* 
whidi i]^m ,i^^fkd pftt of our h0use ? 
wj^hCTC tufii^b l^fjt tQ, buy your wife 
fe.p^ir of 4bQca ?>i5» tP^e enough left 
tQMy <y«ute^f ^baiter r. l\mw to 
an hour wben tbe Ja^t five thoimtul 
pounds were ^W jOut of the stocks 
to .pay ; th&t blood-bound St Clair a - 
Newmarket bet. I avoid you | who 
began ? I would have put a guard upon 
M 4 Jane's 
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Jane's moA^y my fether asked tne if 
I took you for a scoundrel?, He 
cdrsedy and you swoFe, ^nd would m 
isoon come near t^e deril as look at 
ihefor ten years togetbcn You stirred 
the fire between my father and'mei it 
might hare gone out sdtev a. ha^ty 
fiash, and got me disinherited. I^ow 
came I to fihd this out ? 1 found the 
"whole correspondence betw^n ^y^o^r 
and my father amongst Joj^ns P^^^fs^ 
This was revenge enough^ o^yoir yius^ 
have had a savage's appetite for ^t; 
But it is iK> matter. iTou Mad* at feast 
Ae credit to think it were impossible I 
should 6nd this out; but now it ieems 
you haVea mind to put me in a yay 
to retutn an bbligaiion r yOu have got 
hold of the wfong man for that. SenA 
your stewards to me and I will sec ^ 
what can best be done for yquv 
Ydors, 

BaRTKOLOMJEW DEC^SfROi. 

Oaken-Grove Farm^ 

May SOtkJ 

^ In 
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In answer to this came a letter of 
confusion, and^ to do Lord Budemere 
justice, of sorrow too, fortius malicious 
act. It is very odd that a man should 
look like a fool when he is detected ia 
doing a wrong thing: but the next 
time Old Crab and Lord BudeMere 
met one another the latter gentleman 
certainly looked very silly : but that 
his lordship may not look silly in print 
also we will not insert his letter: but 
to express one's sorrow, and make 
what aiiiends one can for a fault, is 
thic piily way to put oflF a silly face 
and put on a wise one. Sed df his 
hachnusy 

But the pork and butter shop raised 
a loud laugh at the castle, and it might 
have been as well if matters had ended 
there, but Mr. and Mrs. Decastro had 
a mind to make themselves a little 
more merriment iipon it while their 
hand was in, though there was more 
malice mixed with their merriment 
than made for their credit : how far 
M 5 pro- 
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)>royQcat]on mKy^^ gif -to wardt an cxclise 
lor them, the reader 'wiH judge, to 
whdrti we submit the following letter. ' 

TO 'Mr Si- ^&tck^^ol 

My i)l:A:itSisirjsRi ' ; ^ 
... 'I HAVx wrfttcntwcletlert to 
yo\i, orie.oflvhich I srat td P9ri»;and 
*h*e othei" to Rome, at botli .which 
:|rfdcea yod hkvte been said tio be,vi>bt 
Ji&ving received 3K) answer to eJther^ I 
.^m \vilHng tO; try cmtc 'tnore 'td fibd 
you by sendiftg 1 letter to my 'brother 
fdr yoii, in whose neiglibotirhood W5e 
have been told you are, and trhere we 
Irather think you'aic,becai|$e my lord 
mehtiontd the thing irta fettcf 'to by 
brother Bat, and^ though he d<6ei not 
:say that you are, ht ccrtaSfilJr docs nbt 
deiy^ it in his answer to tnydord, which 
we think liecertahdy wouid have doii^ 
had the thing not beidn realiy so, very 
well knowmg his iifray id such matters, 
for he not only will not deceive one 

himself 
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bi|ittl{f;biit«ilt not let another deb«iv9 
^titMbetm hfelp itr^I thtrtfoti net 
dat^ CtA6t^\ Barret'^ i&telligebce af 
fi'de, whK) hat gM heWs of ydu on hii(^ 
#a5' fimn Scotltadi Init ikt iceoatit 
he briti^li ha^givin tls the greatest mor-^ 
tificatk)^: ihAkisA t wasM vexed wheti 
1 heatd it ^bat I \ras forced to leave tfaii 
itM>t»> ft^d 1 4id but jb^t saVe my dis^ 
tapce^ ^r ih^ .momeot I ^t oiit at itd 

.4l^Jl)Hirst into, tears: and this as 

jii^i^l^.atr thi9. ataUcioixs sa^tirfactioti 
f^i^li ^0me pe^pU who were with ui 

, Mere !ii<)t evfeo at the pains to conceal 
kr,^!^ pr^;senee^ atobiigst whom Mrs. 
Pe^iiitt0tt]t and J^r Harry and Lady St 
Clayr jiwere; the v«ry devik of them all* 
yes^viny dfear sister, tbey actually sieem- 
ed glad 4liat ydu and Mr. Decastrb 
weie reduced to the necessity of keep- 
fsg a dirty $hop |:o get bread for your- 

, selves and your childi^n ! When 1 re*- 

turned to ^ room I felt as if I had a 

mad dog in my throat the fiist time t 

spoke to tither of tfaem. I was so en« 

u^r jagcd 
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fjkged at their i^md net that Jjsippke tA 
my lord.abOiut it, but; hfe mi i% m^^t^, 
Dot be noticed for b«'o\»^^ Sir l|«irry» 
St. Claiir a gc«at do^ <if pw»eyt; ^i^. ft 
e.ursed kii^.of i<du))s..fi9«0«iffi«Br af % 
rubber ;ajt, ,^ljMt laid pie ug^r the 
batches to Mffd^m ^ewTOoftt for thijea 
hundred guiopw ; j»Pi 9)y.,W- a^di X 
were e'ea %c^d tprtejMt jSiMJlf^tq^^^ 
be silent, and ^«^:i»<^i5Q tlttWvPfjytt.to^ 
people we cpujd beglf^ tftysfllibftaged. 
Sir Harpy a^d Lady ^^..Clair^ you 
fcUQw, af?;bo^of tJ^fWt,^ii^)iOHnve% 
iiMl they musti p^i^s gji^ mMmiP^ 
of their talei^. ^^ jp^f ^Hfi^Wftt ^fe 
Harry <iefl his ^^k^pjiief j!D»iid bim 
to serve fpr an.^i^n, *r^fiW|,fBa* jWade 
to stand for.,a (jpun^r,^ jjpd I^dy St. 
Clair came to, bmy l^utti$rif,aud: Mts^ . 
Perrimont was the first to cioiuitea^iuace 
their scandalous bufiboneHes with her 
malicious laugh; th^y inet, with too 
muchsuf^ort from the reist who were 
present, but there was a pre-emineiice 
of malice in her Applause — I could 
J^ have 
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have »{Stit m li0r ftfce ! — O how I wished 
at that moment that the old castle in 
the BOrth Wer^ restored to its ancient 
grandeur'^ and that you were shining in 
it u{>on,tiv£nty thousand a year! There 
is a thwe, as good luCk will have it, 
when people grow fired of playing the 
hoi ; as itoon as this farce was over^ as 
if torn Ae aineiids^or all their malice^, 
Sir^Harry and Lady St Clair put ahout 
a subi^iptioo for you, and, though 
not one penny was collected, there 
were twenty named siibscribed in a 
very 4fehafftftblc way, for there were at 
le^st as HFiaYiy people in the room, and 
Boneto'^itess sum th&n ten 'guineas. 
This subscrifrtioahas since been greatly 
eKtendbd^ and, y we can get the moneys 
it will ptir^ha^ kn annuity siifficient 
to keep y o^^ut of a flUhy shop. 

I must m>w tell you that my lord 
and I, Sir Hartry aud Lady St. Clair, 
aud Mrs: Perrimout have made a party 
to visit %h6 Lake» this summer, whea 
^ye mfeaa to tafc6 ytoii in our way, as 

my 
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my l0rd has sonie business Wijth my 
brother Bat— iBu« after aU^ this letter 
may never find you ; for why may not 
Ccdonel Barrct's.inteUrgenGe be iabeas 
ivteU as.any other story ^rehai^0 h^arcl 
told of .you ? . ; Tftese ncfy doubts' make 
this tetter shoi^ter* thaa.it wpiil4 hav^e 
beenif I ^mce $ute it wct^d cvome to 
y(Hi.*-fJyiy lo¥te t04ttiy bnftliier. t 
; Your vel^ aJfeotionW* >■ 

.: Whatia. aaU thing it Jsfdditt felks 
aho^dievo^^ giiow t iwtAfrAi bmglii|>g ^. 
But ]ttre0mGa^O::beii«h|{gSc(^(^i4f ^^^^ 
on too long, . ^fohumlitoh^ • as^ <4i <^l)ringft 
]^i&s and stitehios' in^tb^> b^dir^and^ 
aides'), and some baivegone so ^ as to 
l>iirst themselv«^ ^ioh ta noJ^gh^ 
ing mattecL Asao^A^aa Mt. and Ikfm. 
X)€castro gp»t bre^hi ^^ t^y kughed; 
<at this lettf r ai Xot^g 9a they 'had aay ; 
they arose £rooi^ a S0&) on whicb they 
had thrown tfaeniaelvva ta laugh nlore 
at their ease^ and devised the following 

plot 
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plot to bring these gay folks to 'the 
cnstfe. Now the pork and Uiitter shop 
was not to be given up by any meabs, 
fflid, to gfirettem4heirtlue/they cer- 
tamty made the liesi of if, though a 
4tt€)e at the lexpibitfe-of truth,. and that 
xi^as something 4tiiaiige, £oriiwas ih(p 
^rst rhne that a sfaef) 9mA a ite ever 
came togtdiet siivce the cteation of 
the wortdo^ M194 Decast^i stubk to 
Sir Hairy aod^Lady St Clair ttW be? 
tongue drew blisters upon their mali^ 
eioua toockertes,^ and it might ndt be 
^ '^«t itm6!^:tbey deserved to be 
tbahgfcduibt tftar> Jpa'itis^i' but at all 
evetitsiOi^dhoaid^iMM^ellifcik toibring 
eire^wy uiderer tjoctftiegillaks^^ though 
it inigliC bed:bein)^fi6;' lusd idte^^nly 
4ncans. tcio^ to b^nf; M^^thtre, zyii^ 
thoitgh:th0leltsiig:hifaklooMr would be 
the ^Mtllog bf ton imie throats one 
i£ter adotfafen^^lSfe^. "Deemtm ^tiiek a 
little at thefc^U^g sms^^r written by 
Mrs. Deoistrb to her sister's letter. 

My 
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- My DEAa Sis-ter, 

My J>oor husband and I beg to 
return aur best thanks for your khid 
letter, and more especially for that 
part of it where it is s^aid that . a sub- 
scription has been put about for usr-^ 
pray thank all o«r kind friends in oiir 
names: money indeed is a very wel- 
come thing to poor folks in distress— 
it will indeed be a great happiness to 
be set upion an indepeudent foot for 
the remainder of oui* lives: we owe 
what little matters we ciyoy to th^ 
provision; and goodness of your bro- 
ther Bat, and indeed the little bit of 
bread* which we eat he puts hito our 
mouths— he has done great tl»a^ for 
tts to set us* clear of all the w^rld, and 
^britig us- into a way to get a mainte- 
nance if we will but be careful and di- 
ligent in our business. It will give us 
grieat pleasure to see our kind friends 
aiid benefactors, and thank them in 
person for thdr charitable donations: 
Colonel Barret told you the truth, 

your 
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your brother Bat has put us into a 
bouse at no great distance from bit 
own, and keeps us under his e3'e add 
directions : our distresses have so mor- 
tified our pride that we shall no< hia 
away, for shami if jou condescend to 
call at our shop.— Your brother begs 
me to say that he has got some rooms 
for yot( and you^ party at the bouse of 
a great mai^ in tnis neighlmirhood; 
who will iiot be put to any inconveni- 
ence, his place being very large: ^ far 
from it that, knowing you and Lord 
Budeniercy be will be m^iich gratified^ 
he says, m having an' opportunity to 
return some civil^ities. which'bip'spme- 
wherf received from his lotdship** A 
man wfii be seuft to be yoiir guide from 
Carlisle to this place. Will you allow 
me to take the liberty of subscribing 
myself * 

Your ladyship's very aifiectionate sister, 
and very thankful and Extremely 
obliged hiimfale servant, 

M. DiSCASsTRO, 

Now 
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Now thereiwKM a great. maft^* pro'» 
aikloon'^ pasiedJktWjeen MM^zr^Mr^. 
Decastro upoa tbJSfkttef, abd be ,tpoH 
scMMeipa3n& W/^tter bk wife^.iql^.i^ 
inmd4o bufB it^but it waa mpce Jb^ 
he '«ottld cl0, . so the ktte^.M^ ^faleft 
and 8€iiJt. Mrs. Deca^rQ,.^kjedt ^ 
grwt. deaV .lubicJi. is A^^v^ry A^f^usuAl 
thitijp fdna. iady, tQi^o^jAb^itf J^yUiftg 
t3i06^fiiie.'iQt}fcs touthe qaatte m o^^K to 
ratiini<,9Qb|l«fQt jcfih Mr. p^qasytra 
muatnsQol^have ^ th4tihere<i^«»ld 
berev6i^eifD|ti,ti)at»tbie ^rj}pf)e>u« <>f 
the tfda^ fliroold hijbkf i& » j^Mj^ <iC 
correctbii^ tftds w^vidt.gir^ §, i&f^t 
deal of piio to.miiid^fuilof epYy;<^o4 
inalice wors^ tb4n if tb^::<^piQ4ntQ 
Bridiewell and gpt iyell iyii^)p0^. TbU 
did but give forthembcet to hif wifj^> 
argikmeni thit to oorrect^nd/ punish 
bad people wu an act of chatift^ to 
tbemsditnea, as vi^l as t&. okh^rs i-^^up- 
on tbmMii4 iDeoastro won tbb day 
and Wore the i>reeobes. 

Now Mi's. Decastro was mighty 

busy 
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ba^y i0 prqi0yi)tig for bet coifipanjrj 
and drew oi|t bar whole stock of graor 
deor for theioccasfon ; every thjog tha^ 
could shi^e was brought forward, m4 
^faet^ertainly bad sAHning stuff fsou^ 
Abtot l^r to eoQtent a moderate per^ 
WET. Npir the d?y cauHJi in>t)vitbT 
sl^ti^fligj^ was filled, wbidi,k)olis.a 
l%t}^ ]B^e s^ cotitrf^dfCtiop in :terfns, h^ 
it^}i/^t for. all that, when Oid Comical 
i^dilt>atc^d to Carlisle ^S:ti^eguid« 
IB^!^fi^Mu^,i^iid a ver^^ fit person^ ; some 
if^f tlj[ink>:-^^€iome injto this: farce, as 
ihe^de^foresaidji t^Wt^^d^!^ tb^ 
tliD^ uAmed by liOf4 Bi^ienif re ia bia 
a^lswer to Old <]^a^'s letter; tbusfar 
}Jy/#»y ofprota>i#sta jth#^ iw^ter* th*t is 
to say, ]6fe^ IPTBlaying f>f ther^rounds 
the epitasi^ therepf^ tj^at is to i^y the 
bti8t}e> oopoes nfKt : 

i^w there were, mtiiy muscles sej: 
iamotioii:! And;a gmit deal: of strain- 
ing \n the <»aftle^ mt ^y ia get every 
thiiig ready, but to^get it ready in the 
best possible manner^ forasmuch as 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Dccastro had a mind to tet folks 
see that her husband ftH/like the sun, 
to rise and shine igkin, and avtry da«f- 
zUng piece' of iWdtk'sh^ rfiade o^ it: 
the^ grandest serviti of pWie^^^as 
brought out, Ae thoice^t ><^#esf,'tod 
every nicety which art eoultl invent er 
mMbey cotiM buy was pit>c6ted ^r the 
i*lile, ahd sotnaStiotis ^Wtrf ^Ai, th^ 
castra rtiat she ordered^tew^itveff^ f^t 
all the itrvRtt$; blue Whh go\A%^- 
lets, and shouhterktibts, ahdtJfcfe ^^8 
kneW^hat ! AndVfitf fhbuidl<A<h#1f 
the devil did not, who had s6^teir'a 
hatntf in this matter? T<JtiW ftS ^b6n as 
the bousekeepei; and buflfei^hMyeceiv- 
ed and executed their' Orders, arid Mrs. 
Detastro=%ad looked Ofer «li t6 stec 
that nothihg triight miss ftfe, she 
strtitted through het* stately ipart- 
ments aade^ed z\\ her graudeirir over, 
and felt as spkeful 'as 0\4 Nic. — 
" A pork And, butter shop, indeed t 
dealers in snuff and tobacco ! They 
shall have money^s woi?th if they come 

to 



tooQf 9hop, Til warratQt them \' would 
she s«y^ sov^etknes. ctistiag ber eyes oa 
Uie ttlk fufoiturtyaoinetimm on the fine 
old &a)ily pictures, aini sometimes ott 
the mi^giiificcot faiated cdliogs: her 
heart lej4]^d in tier bosom at tlxethoughti 
<if^«j|wl)i?p^ifiite ceyeii^ No^peo- 
^te:tl^ il»ave. gpt .ft.great deal/>f ^iwh 
•%*^ /lo apy. tljiflg but pot iJ^ to jft 
<jght^]^9ev;MAPpca8t;i», (hov<pi44t^ 
b^sq^HypJ-^jyf^ Decastro ba4 givea 
Qfi^f^^t^^M^ jbuiUiqg should be 
^^9t^ ja^it^ifi pa^Jj- g^ites, h^ tfee form 
of a ^ftf .3bqp^ oveir ^e| door pf which 
was,4)i^mtpd in capjJt^ ^ttcrs, JoaK 

To4A«^c<^^ ^- B- Pahk, Ajjp BfJT- 
Ti;^ BT Eetaijl. When this &rcit 
was acted Old Crab was <;onfiaed to 
his bed with; i^ fev«r. Now the day 
was coQiie, a$ we said before; and say 
again, to put the reader in mind of it : 
Lord Bu^eraere and Sir Harry St Clair's 
<^riages drove to the ferry and Old' 
Comical put the horn to his moutli 

and 
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4ad blew a loud biut to call; tb^ ferrj- 
ttMo. Afiber longsifecitig if^ksuHc^is 
. glad to stand as after loag^ai^i^ 
tbeyareglad tositi wbadii|$p%Ai^ 
beiDg a shallow ^obfervatio^cl^fi^^t 
is a very defej>on(C^ ifbr it Cpi9fi»r£»ff 
the bottom ; ottr good >fl»^ 
carriages^ had sat tHl^^la^y^imre^t^i^-^ 
tbcir cBshkais, ths^gb ^f^rfQt^^l^^ 
be put uoderoea^ a. iua%rafi4rl#^^|yi 
got out to rest f tbeift$?li^pr7r^^ 
k^tesgotout for a ce«;t§f^iO^Eltaij|^ 
sm ; tioiF, fair t€ader,/w^%gpafcef^^oii 
k sucb^ f|]3s^^ there if. ^no^ifigl^j^ 
matter ; the <:ertaiii tluag/^liat $Bade 
tke iadlesget o^t of tbeii: parii^ige^ii^, 
that if the lioriia^ l^d ^ a^ii^ to dnsh 
<Mit of the ferry-boat iM^^the^^^j^ 
they had no miiui to go-aln^g : ^fitk 
thetti^-tfaat's all : ad^zook^l sotoefolks 
have such ticklish imagmatk^n^^ l3s^ 
kdies especially, they are always thh^kr 
ing of things which it is xh^ fit ^ <^. 
But we are losing lime and talking 
nonsense — talking nonseiise ! what 

pleases 
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plestseit'bettler ? and as for losing time 
k kf%«tet^ litot tha]^ ibuiKd,' for ^hat 
IMW^J* *b%e<vy <ip©n "pebfrfft's han«» ? 
Biliii/eiitM ttifvtfr get th«^e fine fotka 
fctd^i^"ftff5'-J»at-^no^'diey are tA\ 
MilMiftSli'^^iiMrefS'' tFM; finerfess bf'the 
4i^,'Mdl9<^lH'-the beauties of *t)i{(i'<(^<ft!s, 
kaefSHt'^^iy^&itl^si -of thb writer, 
ilM»tA^f»fbl$>{Mi^ ttMi^rs df the Old e&s- 
ife fifUkig-tfieRMfiafgfiffteeDt head^ <»ver 
#fe W^ a*s lato= the hfll, another— but 
lNiir«ijUbtHto^,'how teany are diere of 
flf«ff?^=fjortl"'Budettfere ©lie, Lady 
BudlbliAieitH^o, l^r iferry ^t. Clair 
three, 'Bidj^St Clah" feur-^nd Mrs. 
Perrii^o<rt''five/' \vfe thay* go on yet 
«dWjAi4tttotft* ■ urotrtfers whose fine 
pt«ce ^cislte h ? N<)\r the moral to 
^ pMdent 'rtop' by the lA^ay is t^, 
viz. every otfe shObkl count his money 
bef<Heiie -1^8 into^ipeiisejr.— If we 
had run da and set sixvpeopfe to mak- 
ing observations 'when there were only- 
five in tbeioatr we teid as good gone 
tothedevitat once, for Hire cktainly 

should 
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Cotnical w«« ready up^it t3mfvr<»d€ii 
j^ e^mted as ,t<» wl)as«.#w fibfli 
the cattle might ^ ; f(U»«illiiti|iiui Mif 
an4 ¥r^. Pe(»^tr0> MMffji *«ub, ktd 
tainted tiio) wUh ithciih^tih ¥l««»l*M 
bim yitb th«ir4)(UD0ur,.<(^.t^ lifl^ 
9ld piie Moo^ tOiOm MfffP^tmntm^ 
quoth he. ," OiM^ }ir. TktCiMtft^V'umM 
LoKl Biidenwre; " w^Mi5,^e{j(M|t<i*'i 
"What Mr, X>(m^r^Vl «Wti>iiQM 
Cotnical ;, ", why, Mfii!f,loif^^tOf^6^fitilM 
man,, that is tp «j^,.t<| |p,e |)#<vfr|fitf^ 
and his dif£er)e^«e, >t U^^^fiiSlF)^ 
aman with a.lQng,^h<i^llf^*i!i9flllAM 
the witch of Endfff> iup^^, l^t.q^gii^ 
gcrhrea(}." Xbf se, Avcjij^ (fpiVi^ ^<i)l)« 
att^ntioo of tlj€ party jupftfj-P^^^^wIt 
caV who had rjd j)ehi^»tb«. i^/^iages. 
amongst ^lft*e^ya^s p^.iwflch/ifi^nd*. 
edjotify giying, t^e. \imi.oic<9^ffi9^At 
now.ai>d th^n tpdl^^ driVecs— ",.j^«el 
to the right !" or» " wMMf^Mt^Vl. 
as need were. Now.in th* ifecsjjaf jQ|d, 
Comical, not easily forgotten, |.Adyj^ 

St. 
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Sfc Ckir recognised an old acquaint 
a&oe> aad| tosaing her veil over her 
k^Hd, wlted htm if he did not recollect 
ht<«?^OId Comical, who had some rea- 
'tmk *^bt a little Af of old acquaint- 
MW;'fHT)6 a shrcig, as a man does who 
iii^ Ml eye upon a snake, for he. 
W < rtw!ii in a mMient. ** Don't you 
IttNlw *[ie, sfr?** said her ladyship. 
-i^lSSiv Tbjf lady," xjuoth Old Co- 
MJbil;^*but not until your ladyship 
flillif^tt{> the little petticoat that 
llii|ftfp#tl 6ver your ladyship's face." 
*'1f¥Afe^ ohtee in NiMhamptonshirer'' 
si^ *e: ^^ Faceto l^ce, my lady, face 
ftj^ftcte*: t uaBd to tell lies once, but I 
hlVe id^t>fi\1:faat &nd stealing too, two 
do^ ihii run in couples, my lady— 
t\i^6 dogs— ^* ** But, pray sir,** said she, 
^* what is become of your fine gold- 
laced waistcoat?" '* Left that off too, 
my lady," quoth Old Comical ; "or, 
if your ladyship pleases, it left me off; 
it dropped oflPmy back somewhere be- 
tween Salisbury and Andover, my lady, 
y4>L. !• N and 



aad how fatit ti'av'elted fedJSbrt^'it ^eft 
that rorfd iffs taking 'idd'ntttcH i^pfeW' 
me to^y." ** 'Ari riot •j^(Ai a^aftSa*' 
to cortie'to any''boay'i5*'^6d^ '4^9 ^\t 
so mahy' lies 4s ^bti 'A{A ^tPV#f>fe^'' 
thei's?" said fehe.' **¥a. Wy fes^,^ 
quoth Old Coini%arj *' I WtSfcaffleel' 
ttov, but r was ni4t*heii;'iay*BKito^ 
d<iil't fly in my fe(*fe m a ttfomeii^^thjp 
lady, like some people's fcr!uift^,^'tt^ 
blushes are along while a-tJohiHi^'j W^ 
instincfe, my lady, ilP' I tJid i^SugW^^ 
thing nbw, I sl^ouW mk Wuftf 4^«I" 
this tim^'two years.** '" "tffly^fs'^^'dei' 
vilish od'd' fellow," said'4iirfito^3*/ 
dlair. "Ybuwotftd'h^veliet^S-c^ni' 
to thinll so, my dfear,"^saidWSflVi- 
ships " if you knew' as mlicfe ii^tSinl W 
I do." Upon Which she told tHet^' 
of Old Cofmical's vish at her'^tfii#'« 
house, where he lay at bed'iiid'fcdSrfl' 
foi- a week, ^irig his sBti^; Ad^faiff 
his jokes, and seiifi'tlie'nlfaatfertiF ]Hi^' 
house a huixdired ihil^s tipW'a'^d' 
goose chase istfter some dyiiig'telatidlfif/* 
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^' 3^011 tee 10M cmms pf ^i«e things,'' 

salj^;hef tiadygl^^ ; f' a.iDaci.tbat dods 
%^9«ig willfBOQie day look like a fool.'" 
^VA '1^99 ^d beat always k)ok like a 
lb9l/'4jeoth OW Comical, ** and then 
tmp^ tif$. ht^Jmd of JmBg put oot 
6f i^«(|^MflC<, itiy.J^^ *'- Don\ 
ywitll^kvyou deaqrve to bc» hanged/' 
ffiild^Blier '* ^^i* rol^biing ^ tailor and 
sboem^lfw^ lit Northamptoa?". " I 
hatie plid , bj^th o^t of my «sayiiigs, my 
^^5^ /§/t^Sli?^gf?"' c^oth Old Comical, 
^Jf,^1^ii2t^^tp^.ru in debt after 

aH^^^a^^^^l*^'^^^ ^ ^^$y h^ ^^^ J^ut 
oipfp ft^bier^ r^t it^ whp is «ui;e never 
tQpg^jpa^ iir be h»ngs a man : this 
ecr^ij^^Jitiligiiig fc^\i^. I never could 
hoM li^t^ yiptuj capital punishments : 
a*4w#€^f<?fjff^ ^af.ma^.po chance; it 
«?W^^Sf;Bjioney,^jin^^d, for if a rogue 
^ei^^^itff^jl^ inigh^ grow to hi 
hjt^pf ^ and ipak^ restitution^ but nei-^ 
tkffj^ ^H[^ij^to?pt,;rep^ntapce, npr resti^ 
ttit^n jCoiPse. c;if a man after he is throtr 
tki^; tbii^ js a great mistake in the 
kMrJ^T^ 8iS&d'ap<)OT ^Uow to jail to be 
'! N 2 mended 
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meadud lifcfia pak Qifrhfeec^MA|)]^j^ 
^aiflt; itf ttertafl to; fcbeirhftTOteit«*itr 
thrift il I»ldii:«tri^,n|9tttj(rA j^gl^^ 

sfaoruld ^i%r ijie c^ato Htodkra];te^'I or 
le^isiiatms^nBrlK^Mb^ms itflntalbla^wlf^ 

btcaiisei bcrnfa^ti^ t^m^mA Mio^iim 

iaa«^ fit itfittei0oUniiKfaene^tD(| lyjd^ 

€6ok-a^odte ia^ d^joi-ttomptbinhi^lrttCK^' 
" What r^ s4idl^*p'St;«lal«^fWt|OTi 
preteml to he VeisMed^U MtOMflttfaiBis 

brother td tfa^it 'verj^rg^tloMV, ;itt^ 

took all, ^^ii kft rt© tc*u«nieB urt 
the empty eopbociwisi^i '^f><^u,ii|^ilc 
left off <elUflg iims^^ yoQ^^ay^^mid 
her ladyship. ' ^^<lr'^ilkns^r4tAd(m0r 
ther as long as X live^ <nyJ(^^ ilUl^f 

devil 
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Ai6^W (ioti'C cdme slap upon me at a 
AiUn'tnr^nfg^^lhe jiunp&iDpoai a mau 
Nktf -A^tM^ ioim(»fnc^, thaftiiaithe W9f^t 

^I AaJj^^Wi'irflisoiBe jtentiw) ti^iiyoUi 

bmib^miat^ iffte oaai ber&mnd, rwty 
fci^^ flRaneUiii% M^anmcb to ht9 

^frfl ^titilwDrfaAiuiicintoijhftf i€ai9'i#g^ 
iiftb gpiWidd7Ci>miealf>tbe rMotromg 
.^^H "^faSofecraiktiMd. the /^r4rti«e- 

»iiwei > QH Comliad pint .ih«wp^s,ui- 
tto lm{ilMEl&VaDJDi6.tlmt im:¥rat^^ ouri- 

QMty^lmik]*imeita^jeiad iJwf^ and 
mpoiiatedBUiis hon*i ^0 awdy i^^/ all 
wmitl^UOim GQm(&A' gall€iph)g,.fir3t, 
iipcrnifijlfecqM^, to Ab«jpfttH#^t^ • .«ow 
the ,gwte»i?iteijiglf^shttti J;hey at^ped; 
^vmt^ asf tfeyas jvery nfttQFal £br thon^; 
to do^ when. t3¥!Q ir6« gftles, ftfteei) fpet 
'fcigjbi :et6cKi boit^d t^uit b^flre the 
hRgrsjps' 110^63^1 some mft); ROt stick to 
cfagr tliii wail no /good reai^pn for their 
i^ndiag still) and, the hurry they were 
W 3 in 
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ia Considered, find us guilty of gfe4& 
improbabilities, and add moiieover, thst 
when a coach dnd foitr gees, at. Icttl 
speed no stois« wall, idiK^ l^Si^frdn 
gatcrs, ^ere iever known to s^p.tli^fnt 
they stopped at the park gatet' &ls «l^(6 
were assaying, liowe^er^ ik>t bec^^dM 
the said gates were iUiitr i^Aip$, '.bal 
beca^seliord'Biiidentf6re«ai)]^idghi 
the pork aiid' butter ^of^.itiiitiii^^B 
put there on p6i*pW(^;2^l''*e^iW|ft» 
Dei^ro*^ shbp,'" ^dliatndi Utii WAi 
&hip, « UtniBM^k'oii^Mii^^ 
him." At' tm hm^M mrfm^* 
loud laugh heir-a iti%\i Hkjl^V6M)%0 
which came behind^ far \k"ii^%t 
ladyship, iiavii)^ tS^s^^ffJbiim^i 
well as L(fi-ld BuditM(f)«', uil^ VHifAtft 
a like |>urpoild' dtt^^V-ChrsI^ ^A 
the iWiMe iboVe the dmt His SQbiifM^ 
did. I?ow Mf. and MH. Be&iSPM 
were quite prtfpaftd'fdf fhe1r'cmfo*«i«, 
attired like twd ^e% ^hbpk^rsM 
standihg in fbT mi*e of^l^ifeir'^l^ 
and butter all feft%1atf^ d^idi's^y 
Mr. Dfecastro Had-'his kdiffe Mtvreen 
■ ^ " his 
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his teeth when the Earl and Counters 
pf^ Budemere entered his shop; round 
Ifns waist he wore a hrown Holland 
aprpn, upon his persou a blue butcher's 
jj;^et^adprncd with white sleeves all 
^pyered with blood and grease, as if he 
Ji^ Ji^st, stuc^ or cut out a pig. As 
.^c^on, a^, tlie whok? party had a full view 
fpf; l^fPt ^ retired into a little rpom as 
,^][,a^l5JjB;^edJl^,be,s^^ and left Mrs. 
.^^q2|^s^r^,^jPiake an end of the farce: 
she was v^ry dii|y and v^ry ragged — 
held ^ bloocjy clo^h j^ one hand, a loin 
of pork by the tail in th^ pther, stood 
and stared Ijke pn^ confounded, and 
said not ^ word :, on, her head she had 
^ cap with long ear^ to it that covered 
^a gpod deal of her fac^ but so begrim- 
ed with diirt and gf^ase, as well as her 
j^acCj which had a^cJou4 of snuff upon 
it, that her sister coul4 scarce recollect 
Jki^Ti l?ut;.the,B[ioment she did she burst 
4]^t(;K.t^rs, and w?s forcejd to go back 
^,ijta,h.fr carriage,. Sbe^ shed Jears for 
^he wfepl^ company, however, for there 
^.. . N 4 was 
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was no crying amongst the rest, th^^ 
were too much in a Jaughing hutiiou'ii 
for tliat. Lord Budemere, it must be 
said to his honour, looked very grave ^ 
Mrs. Dfcastro had much ado to keeti 
Up the comedy whfen J^ady St^O 
eyeing her through a glass, ^tarti^d 
back, exclaiming, *' Good heaven, this 
is Mrs. Decastro !'' " \Vhen folks fal^ 
into inisfortune,, my lady," s?i^.Mrs^ 
Decastro, " and grpw.poQr wh<j! pnc^ 
were ricl), it is no easy pitted 
known by their old friends : there wa^ 
a timej (continued she, making an hum-; 
ble curtsey,) when 1 coutd appear on a 
foot \rith your ladjahipi who did me 
the honour to visit at my house 
amongst others of like lan^ and fa- 
shion; but these things will soon sink 
into oblivion at the sight of a poor 
shopkeeper," Lady St. Clair, with a 
liaughty tosSp said, " she did not re- 
collect her atjrst," and taking a crini- 
son and gold pur;e! 01^ of her p^cjcet, 
(the kdies wore pockets at tfealf day,) 

con- 
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contaiiiin^ tefi gtiineas^ (a guinea was 
^'^kt^eoin eiR^rent iq: England at that 
^m6,^ tiU^g*it with an elegant air into 




i§i^p\itK, lii 'ScoViJj peAaps, inade its 

f''Mrou|flF a ffr'dtt hole jn if, and 
i^'t^f'i"t»a^k« 9f*gnskin5; upon 
^'tedl^ i(f Clair tiirned^rouna to 
Sf?TOi¥, aii^^aal^d tj^i'tkronet' with 

imsfd^^pn^^^^^^^ tjiink the 

%TOnoan^§aa B^^'gti^^erpig^^ a good, 
^arkpt^ r Si c narryy , wno! co bid laugh 
tW(^%udesf w^efe'^nbttier; w shed 
^^rs.'iocJ^^up'i^^ basket df pork, and, 
mill fbu^h polKerifes, picked the purse 
out of the pig- meat and presented it to 
Mrs. Decastro ; upon this, too proud 
to be Outdone by his lady in almsdeeds, 
the baronet drew out his note-case, 
and, opening a iwenty pound bank 
bill so that all might see the full value 
of it, drev%r it through the air between 
bis ^nger and thumb like a flag, and 
walking towards the counter, behind 
N 5 which 



( 27* > 
vhkb Mts. E)ecastttylmd.f)etifed:#itfi' 

laki It m l«*:^&» fea^'^iJbn tJjfe ^a^- 
boards «i^n ^tjft' MW: Ditairtfe 

Itite, made thfe'ba^jri'ijt ^i '(ifift^Jf' itfei 

tije gold 6^ f df tft^i^l^/f^^f 'feifle 

dboekfe<Pa« tfi&'y^% ^'imr imm 
dung kWtm^^^'iti^timi, dM 

oFsdptridtity d^n^tfee BStoneH'^^^di* 
out d tMi*ty^fJ(Aitf*ri6tV^4fflft% 
Mri,' Decastro how much pain it ga^fe 
hiih that she AouM come to want 
such a- trifle, put it into her hatid 
with great exprg^on 6f sorro^^ ita 
his countenance. Mrs. Pe^rimont 
stood by the while, and, holding up 
hel" petticoats for fear of getting grease 
from the dirty floor, borfe witness to 
all that passed. Now, as soon as 

others 
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others bad. gratifie4 their charitable 
appetites, she came forward lest she 
^Q^ld .^QjotdaiWr-rliffide is a virtue, 
it.QtaJb;^ fql^. so y?ry cha;?itabler-lest 

M^f>:>^ ^?5f¥4)5^8tt<*eiper?,gaff> ber 
^M^f%RftlM^8tf^:4 worf .^U>abkJ 
pj5ese»fc;^e ^y( .^1?!? .ha4„^^ive4 
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tlQtite badfh#r dWt^d( ^nM^aiPgll^ 
that tih»^ bk^if ilb^t|F&iitj$ wM^dbdei 

ratfifer^«k# an>Witf«®S ^il6 tomniMP 

party * td g*« «u*-€^!(i«'^^^b»p^ri\^^ 
was very^ sm^W, rfii^ biiid theiift4il«kU0l 
press hfer pbcfc^t ^s^nat liievcoiinteifi 
and set her repedttet a,strllwiigin3i« M 
Now this^ -Wi^s w Utifoommdn a»^ so&i^ 
to be e!xp€fctBd in iBitd* ^"^plluee thpEb 
every body present took- tio$i^« bf ik jj^ 
Mrs. Dfecastro, however,— O dia/t wit 
werfc ev*r so kt hand !— instantly- said 
that hci- husband did a little business 
— ^ in 
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in the watcljui^ldi^ ^ay* add tthe had 
just been td^'fetcK the lady's vatch 
Aom '<iie^~g>nttf)iu»i9e. '^ ¥pett -iithich^ 
Lord Badimete'ptdt^mg to call the 

Ta»ge%t> «^rrit^ef«:jWMi iftil tend iiugh 

Ar<Mlgi) ^«ipftriK}#i<tee[. rr£eiBg now 
<kftn|»lntgr ti)wda}>4dke t)f Idie pMfc, and 
iiMirf Ji :)6i)l^«r {«fi Ahe stlper bn»ld^ cas- 
ti^rdcmd M^diimtte,^pppfiiiim\cim' 
agtt{ftttdn«iHo«g(au|tilP)i@M 4fOfmcal, 
bflg^td (^)w^^i}»nii»l»HM^ it Ai^i its 
a»wimo3"5¥h^ is^jlj^de'; ^«th01d 
6(fiiii«^, ^othe dtif»manrjrattti?lB fhop 
nfeSWfhjtHftttplstjjrdlbaiJ,;^^ itflf you 
b«djMft4ib«rt} tb« e0fitl,0:aB^thei)ack, 
mdnmyroiid besides rlMJloog to one 
'SqolnenCkf«a«tm; aind 'it -isi the- very 
H(MMe!<-^W£.lMiy«: ^b«»D 'looking for- all 
dayi; bwfcjf yoiir lordslwp thinks yo* 
shslfrlctt^ youf ' way 1» it now you se© 
itj I wtM-ride with your lord«tu{( up to 
the;>gate«r^nd put the. buildjog into 
your lordship's band." " O tbils is the 

house 
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B«(iepi«r«; ',' prajr i^tsi^,|he fHMn»,»{ 
this pUoe ?" " Why, dWa^a 1^ ym 
lorci»)wf> t»ie,iKunftfl#/t?n , «,JSE«,!isaM 
be, .« not kwmim ^^ takp.^^plifftt 
we jWire,ipoming* to, i,46i^^jfnp% A»kj Ja» 
soy tbiflglbiAt tbe ti(iruw> iwa\^'V» 
« The o«iQe of th^ pi«e,','.cim^h..Qia 
Comifsalt " i^ Qakca»i#Kftve.". , ^Ji^ 
wliffiih Old X^WHcal , tpok, pfF,,hi%rM 
abd . wif . at h^m .«^in&, tiin^ eSi||i^ fffr 

t<) Old .(\lf9,Ws farm^hfmse., jj^pir <jb^ 
Budeipere and«,hb party> g^p^4^ft 
the dravf-ibrjdge.ttBd v,i^pi »,^^vg^ 
wchway iato the square, ^.om^^g 
itpto the grand eattap/efiw^ recelr^ . 
by four or fiveserviaQtB t^^end^diiiVft 
ties at thie Jui^l doQR ,Tl!^yi weje. thca^ 
!^\inx . into ,a :lai;ge ap^gi^t, , which, 
was eajidd the sak>ap, i^4 the butler, 
came toioforih theiq^hat^^ and Mn^ 
Decastro wete in their dressing-rooms,; 

and 
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tm ' that tl]e 'iTttt 'bdi . tiad TJiist been; 

tit^tlxeiip^^piiilllifonts, whicii Wikteisdiiiv 
0f ^^lii^tjii tHieicaMS; ttidch wendar-^: 
feg^vwlrd fllfe^M¥.Bfeb«Bl!to coiild be 
fiiAt'ii^s theowirer-oftlii^udiHe palace. 
Cuiidii^ p«its!|folk9int0 the )fid|:et8 : 
LoAl- Bttdemere and bis party never 
iWfeifel^ thefttsdveJ'hi'sudi aJiurryfor 
d«?Be^4n^thef**»ves; ' Whb could this 
MW'-'B^sm' l?e^?' was he witte rela-- 
ftSi^P^dW'ijtfteeibrto be Sdlongnn- 
llSi»»IW?^-%tfw isiiAie'tbe' w<^M'ncylr t<y 
8#i^^^a%f'hitri? hdd he bought the 
iSstlie > did h6 rent it ? Ikw the devil 
<^m Wi^ti^}' ; « There hiiy be ten 
l^J^^trOB mMlite ^Oild, liiy dent/* said 
Eot#Bj(J«?(he*€ withe ifebtmtess, * and 
#(S ^otyfe M'wibtt-: '< " That is true," 
Mdshe, *^'i&fktksHhe* nraybtfgoes? 
•it'tjut my jioot^isister (O'thafshe and> 
ihy pbor bmtbet'wtele' liKtng in thi* 
place !)^bt(t my flcwflr^istef said in her 
le|t^,'«hat fhe o^vner<6f thfe place was 
ktto^n fe ';fls^we 'should h*ve apart- 
'".' ments 



menfs .In^.tbe !hoosie lot^k^ersini tfeik^ 
knewiwr^not onfy'lcnW W ^ ^A'^* 
who had .tebeiVed eiviKtiea; Wdiift ifAJ/ 
and W6tild he glad t)F U'n 6pp6rtytj!^r 
to niakc iis W ttftofii.*': ^. " Ttiafcii v^Fy^ 
true,'* sdia -Lord' Budenfert; "^'kn^ 

ing*?*—^ ""■■■' ■' ■■ i-' -■■'■■■^^ >">'■' '^''^'■''' 

th^'%-'hdl^ of ^Sic^Hif?i! V^orif^aiW" 
tty wh« w^ cdh Vide utJ'&j.Mil'dae^' 
- SirH&rrjf. \^at a'dfeteit5i!>^,^ii| 
must pride be wlfen bnt'-^ft^i'^tl^vw^ 
see it budi^ea* WithOUtfdelWiKip^^ 
at Its agonies! . , ^ . \ 

f Lady St. Okif'. ': '^heDeiMro^'isvi 
biit justice ; they owed tTie^vort9 afall; 
the debt is paid ;-^td, be $6tr\ wHea 
bad people are punished^, is to bie a paiv 
taker in their guilt The punishment^ 
of the arrogant^ anid the humiliation 
of the proud is a feast for an angel ; fori 
Mr ho but a devil can be sorry when jus-^ 
tice is done ?. With whal contempt 
liave the^e Decastros looked down 

upon 
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t^^ C^ M^^ld, what equipages have 
l^y ijcpt,. wj^At entertainments, have 
t^ey jgivfin, .what grandeur have they 
<^Pj|3iyi^,in their houae8»in,tJieir t«- 
W^ a^d'tlyir. amusements 1 ji^^^roa- 
nqr^Iia,ve th^ injfj^ed to » infill them 

have they entertained to make them 

breakfast, Mrs. Decastrp'^^ mn^ic— to 

shut o^ij, of nes^yen ! to Jje admitted 
was V to be admitted into a pUc^ of tor- 

13117/ J M >2 ■<' :^ . * ^ 7 

mept : tlje pauglit^ lj>oJc, the superior 
air, the elevate^ broM^, the coutemptu- 
ous smile, the premeditated neglecf, 
the toss of arrogance and the sneer of 
pride stung one like hornets^ and, what 
was' worse, got at the tenderest part 
about one. top: then Wk where one 

would, 
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would, ,ev!ery q^^ t]^^i>fofc:thft«jjf« 
l^o|i|^t ve)ca(N¥),. Its f^«b<»|d{.8a9f> 
what «aA 3wi» 4fi wfe^ cjm^^f^uJo 
.«»?, ,We w«re, 4^vited; to efUP^i-^jbe 
sufahipp, l>«t»ot,49 trjf.lo.vjv^t^^ 
.WW* W-(>»feiie wyi^fti tojgorsihifl ikd 
W(s|<joo|€t,iiut,nft taaspipc ^ .b^idiR*- 

iAio»f 1.PW; «(s^i»»?^«>ft^t.)?J5j,wj§-fffee 

Haft^MJiPftqil Ml?v.Pfcastffl';5.^4flV 
walk,. ''.ThoMi.aits wi^^ ^jtlit\^ 
the ba|jM»ce.?fld fqi|nd. va?^|iJg4^7A-:^ 
^, Matty. J Ippfi Mrs..I?fi9*l^ffl> 
.<?^?tp|ner8 lieill npf |?avfr,tbat tp. ^ajf^c^ 
herj>^k>s(9d, l^utter,,; ., ,. :i.. .. . 
■ : B^fffJ, MfSf P«JTiw<Mpiit_i# liking 
,Y§ry ^fK}h to l»(er^lf, flftt yp»f. «f,.^ 
mipMt^.to ,tli^ gcjuik ^f ^er.doAr^fi^ 
h?wfher«olSI#a«jr., . ,„. . .., 
. Mt^ J^mrimp^. . W«U, for ipy p|fi 

harm 



fAm in febtlag ^#Vf^r I siippo$e> % 
j^^iU^'^i^B:^tML sk, «ii4 to hate tbeiQ 
Ib^ lafe btul b Bd mi^an slgni of oae'a 
o^ii' giiddtiess, for be tteit batejt.t^e 
^litl^^l^es good earnest of not loving 
#httiii hi&. The Decastros are dowm 
iii^4a$S|!, aiijd I rejoice to fed so much 
'1<lrt«S^ ibi pr^j^f as to be glad'tbat they 
i[»Kfi<^}yiiiia«^ Th^ar«dfadairci 
WttSerfW a dJ3i*y^sb<^, amt it ia^ ^t 

tif^ty^^kf^ kk(& tbeeart^ 

lfebi!fe!i"fe«>W fcrt^^efen^b^ #ii a^fi 'half 
'^ffliP^rfriiai Ii-te:#df£l^ a^ fli|fc can be, 

^earce^it* tbotight that I bad s^ch 
^i^ ^Wtip{e3 m m^ as to ^$} i^o gr^ 
tifltr£ifflfc'i6-W tejtn^ sftich ^^t 

tores } HoKw a luc^y bit &h<>ws ;on€> 
vlrftafe f^lFlbt5i*^l>rwJJ^fievH&ha4:jR^^ 
been rwSntdtmw, I.efeoiiM nevfer. bav« 
kfaotfit ba4* nty rtiwA ;fcx^dten49^( I 
ndya* lov^ wicJci3d:.|)wpH ;it !t$ tr i»i 
httihiie^ tc^U Jhficl^hniagitied-ittet 
f^l%t^4beiirr^!ctfrdi^{t|p so 

' ' '\ ovegoyed 
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overjoyed at their dowhfal as at th^s 
moment. They havfe got a siittg ^Ihp 
though, after all, and, I dare say; Wer^^ 
all the neighbourhood with pork s^lrii 
and fresh butter: biit cdme, Iferf^fct 
IhaVe christian chariiy in the toSo/'l 
aniglad that they are in a' fkir Way fd 
get their l>read ; tliive a ftefinglifcart. 
Good heaVens ! ho^theie^fi^e^Ji^h 
been hated and ^dkhiffj^^/^^isWiA attla 
detested, flattered arid aairt8^d,^e^^ 
by those wh&y itke rte, cduld hkvj^i^n 
glad to hA^e cift thdrtlmatef" ^Ik 
justice' of h<?4veri hafe liiaAa^gciPmiittete 
better— lo havfe knot^^ed^aii^dnHlfts 
hefid with a couple of tbutid^i'-stdtieii;? 
thougfh a thing devoittty to be Viiheft^ 
and a gloi4ous exhibhiotr to lall' ^ 
world, would haye been a i)uriglirig 
business to feih^a; visitatidh as thrs^ 
thej^thight have^beencaisflbtoheRa^ 
scorehed for their arrogance and pridd 
on earth; ^aod none"' th^ wiser, none the 
better for it ;— *uit 'how they are b^ 
up as an example in the Vtry ntee aftd 
i ■ . eyes 
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* fSlf?P^^i%W}^)h^^?^^^^^ punished in 
Aaycfj^^fi^^ to the very forehead 

i^|,j^hat world which their high and 
haufijljitv insolence has disgusted and 
i^ep^ed i t^^dLvpnnow holds up their 
|ac^§jfor^pcry^l^o|^ to spit into— holds 
put theix noses for every body to pull 
"5^?sii;;.^^ t^ the spurns and kicks of 

n^3iKl8C8!^4) l^eJ!. ^Q.T: ^??S ^^^.^^t 
^ip.P^j^c^i^tpff— aye,Jn the very 

SS?4i^^fife^^ story. :^ th^ but,ler waited 
^Vft^f/?.^ Pv^'f^^ Staircase, and 

cp^^i^t^d the, Earl and Countess, Sir 
|ij^rr^^a^d Ij^dy^t ^lair^ and Madam 
Perrin^<>nt tl||-iyi|gh the [great saloon, 
whidi ^^s i^e^^^e ha^, iqto thp libra- 
fS?f>W\^ Jthen througli the little saloon 
^li^^o . the crimson drawing* room^ so 
yajkd from its. superb furniture which 
jrt^as crimsop velvet and gold. The 
ps^ty followed the servant ifi silence— 

and 
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and the batler might havt led i^teM 
through a horsepohd and. they none 
the wiser, gaping and staring astibi^y 
walked along. at the variety of gfand 
thingsr that shone like die starsjin ii\ 
hands. T\76 or three lootmea.^tray^ed 
in Bplendid livems |)ttt tbetm ( »(i^ 
chairs ready, and left them tp.-sht£infbi^i 
themselves. Whed ahfy 'Ihtngoiteiaftc 
gntnd, or very new, ot -y^ryi odji, o^ 
very comical cotlies^m Jfoiks'i "myii^^, 
stare first, luid then Ml^\la\)^n^- 
this was juist the case witJTtour. fiW i 
folks here, who soon fiHed 'th€ spltifdM ^ 
apartment wiiemn they wiarewitBrnot^ft. 
of admiration. Now it came to.pdss 
in the very middle of airtheirVoadw:? 
ings whose this grand pkce^ and whose 
thes^e grand things could be, that the 
drawing-room door was opened on a 
sudden, and Mrs. Becastro waltted mto 
it dressed in a very elegant i^atinier! 
TOie aniazement which her appearance 
occasioned could not hav.e been greater 
if she had walked out of a tomb i 

Reader! 
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]^0itdifr r^li^ ^hr head evc3* rim round' 
uptfft^omielichiideteifkea'CoaQh wheel? 
b^Misdi itw^tr did you caahave 
n^i^M&L 4)0^ *g«kly th^ a|i^aiiti<Hi of 
Mte.'^eeft9trorteadfa these goo4 tfo^g^ 
aiJf;''i»^t'addlMi witj'a IHtle to th^ 
^vliflH)k>(d^'th^ bram^ Mrsl fiMaatro 
hi^h^^that/very toodieat cbteredat 
dtttf^lldb? wfienMr. Deta^tro made hia 
h&^ '^nt' atitMber : ' Lord ^ Biidemere 
rtibbiM ^f ejres, loBdyBademtte cried 
I&(grt®i^HuivyiMt«&»rhis opera-glass, 
La^^ UpOkn sfcranped with hex foot, 
aM^>Mi4/ Ferrfanoiit was tumed*4nto a 
pMti^ ^^ There wias^deep stleoce for two 
oi" thftee wiimtea, notwithstandiag'tbere' 
.wane^'DO less than four women in iho 
room! a^ man might have bored a hole 
wi^ a nail piercer and then taken a 
hammer and driven a tenpenny nail 
into the body of any man or woman in 
Lord Sudemere^s party^ and he or she 
have fek no more of 9t tktn if a spiko 
had %een hammered into ian apple tree !^ 
There was no such thing as fbsli and 

blood 
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blood, in the plaqC) except what J^« 
m4 Mrs. Decastro had about thfefQ V 
who npw advanced to shak^ band$»|iay 
the usual compliments to their oom- 
pany, and restore suspended aniniatiin 
tp the^ bewildered creatureSi^ wbov 
were almost drowned, in ^stpniahmcnt;. 
Tjiie seeq^d b^ll now rug for dimier^, 
a charmi^ pktoe of miwc to a fOM. 
with a ^;p9d i^omacb^ wheii thf bu|lfr 
came in and said that tl^ dijpiier vm, 
put upon the table ; an4 tdung ii^Bk 
lead to (>pen the doors, whii^ 13 VfHf^ 
than many can do foi; th<^nittelye«,, 
ushered tlie company into a noble dis^ 
iug-room that glittered withpl^jt^l^i^, 
a silver&i;nith's shop: aiHl ^a yeijf n^- 
nificent apartment it was» lined and. 
skirted to the top ^ith fin^ old, oal^ 
and adorned with a brpad cornice ^of 
fruit and flowers, curiously wrought in 
the same wood: on the ceilipg was 
painted the return of the Prodigal Spn^ 
designed and executed by the hand of 
some great master, round the edges of 

which 
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nillklf W2l«,cfiit ar deep border' of pigs 

^PSti voits/^ai}^, and skes, throwing 

iBIbfe ^Vei ^iiitb a variety of frisks, 

Je^, tfSi%»i sports, attitudes, and 

^ fl ro6Hgfi ^s :' furthermore in* each of 

'*l«^foiiffTcori5ers of the gorgeous roof 

h^WikWt§;6ws suckling thirteen pigs 

.fl^S^j^eiKfeBPd^ at their ease on straws 

^^JFfbM.^^-'Bfirffirniture M*a& coinposed 

- <»SiBh^cftSfft^^ with flowers, 

d^S Ittoiia \rfbout^t^e M>in were dis- 

^^heJ^^Mti judicious Elegance, a pro- 

flM^^f'Mi, silver; and costly china 

^fiiciB^ri tfre^'winddws exhibited a 

-g^iroPsafe^fe %f fi ne old pai n ted gl ass ; 

itftnlltf^ 'Window was painted a large 

cc^ffiij^e'^ hegs^ holding a solemn 

^wttJicnt of war/ in the second window 

wef* t\vo armies of sivi^ie Jrawa \\p in 

bafttle array ; in the third . the two 

. annfcr Vere, in the heat and fury of 

an fengagfement; nupiberless pigs lay 

stretched out upon the field of battle, 

^d the blood ran in streams alt about 

the window ; in the fourth there was a 

vox. I. o triumphal 
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triumphal procession bf hogs, in i^ 
midst of which, mounted on a cat of 
victory, rode an enormous hoar eatitig 
a great carrot, and the juice running 
out of both corner^ of his moutfa.—^Btit 
to return to our party : their eatkig^hd 
drinking may be Vought as dtie |>roof 
of their coming to tfieFr senses, dbtt^ 
no little justice to'Mr.t>edUtro'^i eoiligr 
Tiands and delicioiii ^toes^ which 
were so excellent, an^ sihelfed sb ki^M^ 
that a marble statue of Epicurus i^ii 
from its pedestal and sat down tb^<i^- 
ner with the rest of the company r « 
liberty it was never known to tifke 
before, though it hsud istood HI' Mr. 
Decastro's dining room for m^j yraxs. 
Well, much talk passed, and mway 
welcomes and compliments between 
Mr. and Mrsl Decastro and tbeir 
guests, without one word, at prraemt, 
upon the pork-shop : a pleasant glanee 
was now and then exchanged lieCweten 
mine host and mine hostess, butno^ttig 
further, forasmuch «s they merrily 

lay 
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. liy by for ^ cue from their company, 
who eyed them quite as much as they 

. fic^ed and watched on their side for 
Ijbetr hearts; Old Comical putting in 
^s ^<]|8e> at times, amongst the ser* 
Ti»t9) who dearly loved a joke, to se^ 
how matters, went on. As soon as the 
dinner was cai^ied away, for when 

.people hare filled themselves as full as 
^f can hald, they are content to part 
mf^ what they cannot eat; as soon as 
Ibe 4^^^^ ^^ carried oiit, and the 
worst part of eating is that it quite 
ipoil3 the appetite, as soon as dinner 
IPas carried out, and when a man hath 
filed h^s b«Uy to quarrel and knock the 
servants on the head for taking away 
what meat may be left upon the hones 
"were ill manners, as soon as dinner was 
carried out, the wine and dessert set, 
and tiie servants all gone, curiosity 
began to be very riotous in certain peo- 
]ple, the ladies especially, when Mrs. Per- 
riiEnont, who could hold out no longer, 
-when Mrs. Perrimont, who had sat iti 
o 2 a burst* 
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a Vurgtiog condition ^\hJiir^V/timk 
when Mrs^ Perrinjonfi ;wifcl<>! teiJly ¥t»^ 
in si4cb distress tbat^he fidgetted ^Kmt 
pn iher c|)air a$ if the jdevil;w^$^ betwf^ili 
her and her Gas)iion^,wbei| ,]VfTs. Pesrir 
'inpnt, staring .at. ])ilrs,,D€;c^?ti;o^ isjii, 
4hat fihe and the r^t of h^:fmriy ha4 
.been raided %t, the Jftrki g^tes I , .Mjpw 
,and J Mrs. iDecastfjo . feapt Ci»^ ; h^^jrf 
their, icoun^lena^c^, aiid tjky:ba4gffe8lt 
ipe^Jpr if on§;niM^gle hadbrpken tew 
Hhud spoiled tb^.jest. /' JEiobbed*.^ 
the Park g;ates!" said Mr.JPif qas^. 
*' Bobbed at. the Parkg^te^ r',^4«!4r#. 
D^castro;. an^ , both put ag^eatntie 
iato^ their faces,, for they made,. Cftim- 
tenapce as if they knew n<f^^hu)g Bf. all 
about the matter. Np w, a^ soon as ]^r^. 
Perrimont had broken tb^ ;sh|?ll qvit 
came white and yolk and all together— 
Lord Budemere said he h^d. been robbed 
of more thai? all the rest ; Sir jH^irry and 
.Lady St. Clair pushed oi^ after bis; JqfjcJ- 
j^hip, and they all cried out.upftft.^ir 
losses like—M^e must owe you ^ ^^^^f 

reader, 
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rtadf r, for we cairaot, at present, find 
any noise Irt nature at all equal to their 
outcries. Upon this, videlicet the great 
noise — Mr. Decastro heW up his hand 
for a little silence, and beggied his 
noble brother, Lord Budemefre, would 
tell thfe story ft6r all the rest. Upoa 
wliich the. peer arose in a very graceful 
maniter, and, stretching forth his right 
hsmdf' "which' was as tnuch as to say 
that he wx>ttld make his words good 
agiainst any naan with his fist, stretch- 
ing forth his right hand, told the 
whole story of the pork and butter 
Hhop. As soon as the noble lord had 
ttrtd hfs story, and shot his mouth up, 
to the truth of which every body in his 
lordship's party bore ample testimony, 
iMr.Decastrd arose in his turn, and said 
they must all be very much mistaken, 
for wherever they had met with a shop 
on the rdad they certainly had seen no 
such thing at the park gates. " What 
gates do you call those on the brow of 
the hiH," said Sir Harry, " at fifty yards 
o 3 ' distance 
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distance from the ferry ?*' ** "Vhom^ttc^ 
my pai^k gates, certairily/' said ^Mt^ 
Decastro, " but! am sure there is lao 
such thing as ainy sbop'th^re.^ *• Bat 
I will bet you fifty giiinea^'* said 9W 
Marry in haste, " Ihat tte^ is a 9ti^f^ 
Acre, and thalt pork- mA btltteit; 
snnff ttnd tobaee6, att^ s^ ik'tt M 
flvis inoincfnt V •* ^Tltti^' W*^ nhit^^ 
said Mr. t)e<mitrt>, " Vhen F wbifldi 
have taken any b6t jrcrn dzwA W 
offer— but that time i» gone bya^ 
however, I do as^ttfe ymi, tifKirt wy 
koiiotir, that there is tt0 iboff afti^ 
park gattes, or any hoiise tbc^e. exttep^ 
the lodge oii the right band side 
tom\tg to the oastie.'* " Yott^'Ai^any^ 
said Lord Bndemere, ^* a wMte fetone 
buiWing whh ^Othic* wittdt&Vit pafeti* 
green T* ' •* I do/' said Mi?, D^dftrtw/ 
^ I built the same !Ast:y*i«i**tifiy pAri# 
gates/' ** And #!11 you tey/' re^d* 
Sir Harry, ** that ihere m fio lu^h thi^ 
as a pork and btittar shc^inftinfftliai^ 
#p^iire to' this todl^e* kb'yb'ufn^^ 
gatfe^?" " 1 wiU%i#t only say it, Uut 

pledge 
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ptodgemy honour that no such exists 
thctre," said Mr. Decastro; ^^ surely 
I ought to know wliat I have at my 
pork gates!" Upon which Sir Harry 
ji^np^ up like a man that had a devil^ 
and swore a great oath that he 2^)d aU 
his party had not only iseen the shop, 
Imt had all been in it^ and been robbed 
m it tx>o, not more than an hour before 
dinner : upon this each person named 
the sums of money which had been 
taken from them. Mr. Decastro tlien 
said that he had taken notice of some- 
thing veryi odd in the looks and de- 
meanonir of the whole party ever since 
they bad been in thehou^, and begged 
to know what wine they had drunk 
with their sandwiches ? Upon which 
Sfor Harry called aloud for the devil to 
take him if he did not go that moment 
m the patk^i^iles, and hring a pound 
oif*]^jplR'-art^^ his words^ 

good i and aw^y be went like a maa 
t^i^t Jmd taken a dose of physic. Now 
'^t3^^iV0vthy baronet's, absence every. 
j*-^^ ' / ^ 4i hody 
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body bore Mr. attd Mrsi Decosfcrc^i 
down, say what they wotild, that there ; 
ce/tainly was a pork and butter shop! 
at the park gates, and urgied the iin^ ; 
possibility of so many people be^n^p'; 
rfeceived all together: Mr. and Mrs., 
Deeastro insisting up6ii.it that there' 
was no such thing, Lord Buderoeve^ 
begged that the man who wa^ sent l;^ 
be their guide from Carlisle,' might, be > 
called in to corroborate their asser|ipTi8, 
At that moment some one kiH>cked.4l 
the door with a. krijuckle^.andv at % 
woitI, m came Old Comical ^imself 
with a letter in his hard fpr.jMr, jDe- 
castro ; all knew him in a moment, and * 
Lord Budem^re, begging silence, foF 
mo?e n>o«4tl>s than one opei>e^ up9n^ 
Old Comical, said, he would be very 
glad to ask him a question; .whereupop 
Old Comical turned his face to the- 
noble lord in expectation thereof: " I 
think," said his lordship^ ** for I can 
scarce be sure of any thing to d^y^, 
that you told us yo^x name was John 

Mathers ?*' 
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Mathers ?" . « I did, my lord," quo A 
h^,^, ".At aU events," said his lordship, 
" I api so far right — pray, Mr. Joht> 
Mathers, what gates do you call those 
at fifty y^rds distance from the ferry- 
man's house ?'! " The park gates, my 
lord," qupth Old Comical '' Do you 
know of any houses built afe gr'neac 
the said gites ?" '* V^, my lord.': 
" How many?" ^ How many !" quoth 
Oi4 Comical; '* why, there is none at 
all but the lodge, that. I know of, my 
lord.": *^None but the lodge!" said 
his lordship ; " why I'll swear there was 
a'shop thete when we Ca^ne through 
to-day, kept by ofae John DecasCro; 
the man's name, and the goods in 
which h6 deals; were painted in capital 
letters on a piece of board half as 
broad as this table, which was nailed 
lip over his door!" Old Comical 
stared at the wine, and then at his 
lordship, by turns, and looked like a 
liian that had much ado to keep his 
countenance. " Why, you scoundrel !'' 
said Lord Budemere in a rage, " do 
o 5 you 
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you take me to be driitik f I'll ^^mt^tt 
that there was af sf^op at ^p^k 'gat%ti 
fhlsniofning!^^ ^* What there iHight 
be at the pferk gates thi^ motnkig^ piy 
terd,'' ^id CMd Couifcal, ^^ I wA\ not 
venture oow to say,ii»t I aai jviBi: cdift* 
through thepafk ga^t% wilsh tbia letttt^ 
and I am suw. there is m ^ohi tbittg 
as a shop thete now :-Trb9t|t»(^ai«wd 
tort of a g«wtlemai> there who ww^wirjr 
bti^y i*i iookiag for ^e, Mbadifiifl 
found it, howei^er, wb^ Icaiue 2tW^!»T 
At that .moment to >cawic ^iir^Hwfja 
and how wiser soew^r he jii%!i^nh%y# 
looked when he we^t oitt^^^rC^tfui^jr 
looked very nia€;b lU^^ a fi^pl^wj^^ hf 
came in again* ^' Thii i& jt^r v^ 
tnan," contiiioed Qld Ccmical^ mY^VL 
itr," said be, addreasipg t^ie^j^f^rooetv 
*^ did yoa find the pork «an|d luitt^ 
shop ? I hope your hoaoar had dinetl^ 
for it would bav^ been no easy matter 
to have got a pork-steak at the park 
gates." The baronet began .to qirsfC 
and to 8 wear, (and when a m^n k^ 
' ' ■ .. ^ to 
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«@<^t^}k9 iris very fit that he should 

♦vtar to what he says,) that the devil 

luiilfibwihaway with the pork shop, foi' 

iJicre.was tjo such thing^ now to be 

found vati the park gates ! — Mr. and 

MtBJ Btfcastro^lell a- laughing; but 

^IdCobiioiti toi&ked very g*fave, and 

faldj' tbat^ the pdrk'ind biiftfer shop 

must^dSftftaJWybra feedorid sight; and 

«M[i^llling ^Wckild Ilaf>pen bfefdrc long 

irt^'tlW i>^t4c gate^: ■ Htfrd Biidemerc 

featjSe# Wife df 'hik'ch&ir, diziid Old 

e6ttiiat% tfcfe^caWal*,* ^fad,^'doabling^ 

lit#tlfisi(f i«ili»'-eye4/4slced' him if he 

Aktm '«b iU^i^AWakihe whdleyarky had 

ttoffjJcfdtfefeir ^arrmges, 'had got out, 

iiitf^ M^tiht^ksfop which stood op- 

jfeslte tlteldtfg^ at^iie ^atk gates ?^* 

^ K trtds^ile a tffilch bolder man than 

r,*' quotJh Oto Cotttkal, " to dare to 

cfeny ariy ^Mtig whilfe such a 'fist is held 

intHbin an' iftch of hiy nose; there was 

^erfetnly a pot-k and b'uttei^ shop at the 

j^rk' gates ariy time to-day your lord. 

shift pfea^^s.'*' *^Take care what y^U 

06 say,. 
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say, you ragcal,'^ said Lord Budemere 
shaking his fist.—*' I do take all the 
care I can," quoth old Comical^ '* and 
I were mad to be careless at this awful 
fiioment-^but if your lordship force 
xne to say what you please you must 
e'en thank yourself if you get a l|e.^ 
your pains : a man werC; a. fool nob ta 
say any thing to 3ave bis ey^s^ firon^ 
being knocked outof his head^^but i| 
is very hard that yourlprdsliipcsamot 
see a ghost witbQut tudkin^ )mot3u£9 
man swear to ifc!'' ^^A.-gbostJ .yjdi» 
rascal," quoth bis^ loifdsi^i^ ii wl^t 
shost? I aiid the rest of our ^rt^. got 
out of ouf carriages, and wentJintaa 
little shop at the park g;ates,>aDd we aH 
saw certain quantities; of butter, s^ 
ready for sale in it^ and a pig Qut into 
little bits, and laid outinhitst^s, cbops^ 
steaks^ and griskins." " It was all aiiy 
my lord," quoth Old CoQHcal, " the 
butter was a ghost^ and is melted into 
thin air; the pork-steaks,^ haslets, chops> 
and griskins all hpbgpblins vanished 

noWy 
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DOir, iSkyop ami all^ into thin invisible 
wiad. I. It was well youf lordship did 
B9( ^tad^ thing in this shop; what 
al^ible thing it would have been foi 
yptiF lordfibip to have had a ghOst Jis^ 
pimt b^Uy I— And who can tell hoMr.a 
p% ma^ chuse to Teviait the earth after 
It hft0 beenx &tuck ? who caa say that 
ftanayiK^ come' again hi steaks and 
gryiins,?. ;who can : say~^angeU and 
^inisster^ of gcace defend us.!— rwhb 
cmismy that )biitter may .not rise agaio 
after it JEMi^b^n eaten, and hauat pdo^' 
fifii ^ unea^y/ perhaps, at being sold 
mider . weight i or over price--some 
iamnciid trick or other his, been played 
at that ipart of the; park , where the 
^tesr now staiid ^n* ag(^ .past, sonoe 
aad rogu^ bath k^pt a ^bop ther^ and 
chQ^tfd^ people ia former times, depend 
upon it, my lord^-ri^nd that accounta 
for the who4e. shop and all the stock 
m trade appearing to yoyr lordship.^' 
** What sad rogue* may have kept a 
«hop there in agps past I.wijil not say/- 

quoth 
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quoth his lorddiip; '' but fbift I irj» 
$sy, that some *a4 rogue kept a ahop 
there thfs morning and'- robbed' oui^ 
jNartyol' the bert part of an hut>d«ed^ 
pounds amongst m^ ^and the m^tMt 
ifaait be ^looked intoMbefove we tMvt 
this pfiaLrt«»f the i«rD«fd.'' ^'' ¥oun^lbdr{hi 
dnp trntst^hawt b(m^i« a^^rtet ckial (tf 
poric aad butter/' qjQdthfilld Coitniqalv 
^to csoiMlto to mttchmkHicij^yMi eanffr 
diiiik ii^tyotfiwiil ^o i^khitife:iittl 
jott.cao ntverfiat kn^ileitds»i^90id(f) 
>' PMbiaHd^biitt^r rvsaid hiiitedisbip^ 
^ v»^ |:riartled with oar niooidjr tatwi h»rb 
fot'fnotfak^ btft >6ttr fbete'^vradst still 
show for k !" *^ Wbati^V ^aotb -Otdl 
Comtoal, *^ did ybuv^lbnjahip^ve a^vrajr 
your moaey to)a speeire ?i ? Wfclt>0att 
a ghost want* monoyfor? Hik nidith^f 
eats^ior drinks^ weamootnfa^dtoekiiigil^ 
•heesv or breesi^hbs ; comes iiffto'pec^te*!!^ 
hou*s atid never' pays any rent,— ^ 
then, uttless he is taxed, whattftfedef* 
can a ghoaft want money for? A gho^' 
may g© out of the vioikt without p^ 

ing 
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kig his iilky^bat<whieohe Ims ohce^t 
clear offaad^ont pf vthe reach i>f batlifibj 
GomtiaMmf writs aid execation^) be 
mmt( needs W a ^ very fooibh ; Bffm^ 
tmm to comd poking hia nose iatt> tfatf 
irorid agattiiotd cheat foUia out of mom 
money, aiid rob Peter to pay Paul: 
kesiidtea, £if he: leaireB^ the key of iSbm 
eufiboard behind him, let those thfirt 
4Qmo hi Ibrtbe bread aod.cbeese and 
hfehchidite pay his debts^^it is amarang 
tfaUt wehariflds^'as these -AcmM ever 
^iftorfa^lks inlh^hr graves tiiat^ne ver 
distiiritedtfbeitimiibeirfbeda!; QhoBU 
ttotiha^ne hadi their 4hro9t> itut have 
Irit^sQ^ enough ufibn it, folks say, to 
emBft baek again to tell the new&; and 
some ttetif have^buffied pots of moniey^ 
andi the tols i^<t>B stockings fail of 
gaineas^/^haveriseti again; to serve m 
old acqaamtanee, and give another, 
with vast generosity, what they have 
do -^rther use for themselves, — l»it 
th^ ,a coople of hobgoblins shontd 
ttite it ioto their heads to come upoa 

the 



ihe ^rth, biiild a slnDp, sfbcft ifce aimcii 
and &U to selltog people pork and but-? 
tct — '': *f You chittcriag. rascal, -qaotb 
his iordsh^, " we have J&ecfa played, % 
trick, and you ate <}uite the sortd fel^ 
Volw^witU the devU'siiclpyto haveahiancf 
iti it ;^l3riit; upon je^lfectidn^ m^damr' ' 
M&d he ^to'Mrs. Dccastro,; ^lil baVe 4 
ktfcr here, which inf lidy:rbccive«l^ 
kvt wedcs since, by the o(»niplexion oi 
which, we might very wel^ ^x'pect to 
find you a'nd mygoodbrathferin the 
very situattioojin. which iwiS' sa^tf yoU> 
8try and y?oii/riiadam,.QrifiW.drfelks verfc 
much like yjoui'at. alittie hoiuse intte 
corner of the parkJ' /< I > wonder/^ 
quotbOW C6iriical,i"i folks tan* be so 
indeceat.as not to «brft theldpoh whea 
they go to such pfecea!'- upon which 
he fell faitof a loud rlaugh; \*hea Lord 
Budeoiere. immfediatcly sctwd hiai iby 
the 'coUir, arid, setting his fopt upon 
what follows a^man^of cofis^quenc^r 
kicked him out of the room. Now '^ 
man cannot go out of an apftr|mcf?^> 
' ■ with 
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i^kb n^ooe fJeasure to hunsielf^or cnttp^. 
tain men t to otlitrs, than when he i$ 
kicked out of it, and that for reasoo^ 
too obvioys to need any meution in 
thiQ place,— *r This is an aniaz^ng laegT 
chapter !" Very well, reader— n^tke a 
mark with ypur tbjin}b-qail ai>d put 
the book downjf ypu want wind — ot/ 
if .you pleia^se^ ro^d^m, you may lay; 
youf leg in. the boQk to keep your 
placp, and put the volume upon the 
maptlepiecei (here's no great difficulty 
in.that 

During thQ,afpresaid op^Tation, we 
mean the kicking poor Old Comical 
out of the room, and none surely can 
be so upfeeUqg at tl>^ bottom as not 
to jympi^tbi^e with what be felt in it — 
tb^ aptecedent to the relative *' it,"^iaic 
^ader^ is not bottom, as. you modestly 
suppose, but operation: — when yoijt 
^an pi<rk your way you must step slap 
into the dirt to qhuse !— during fbet 
^foresaid operation, L»dy ^udcmefO 
had put ^ few odd; questions to Mrs. 

Decastro 
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Dteaitm concetniiig a certom^tMstttc/i 
^bich wete put with such coDsUmtnate^ 
arc a8 to make a sort of double sbot o^ 
i^ cwitb a sly Mm at Mr. as w^eli as Mrs. 
I>ecastro> as who should say either 
may al^swerme that pleases, Mr. ]>e» 
oaitrOy therefore, arose, and addfessmg- 
his kdy, who sat at. the other eod of 
the tabley spake as foUoiretb : viz. Mn 
!DeeiUtro^s iftouth is opto we km^^^ 
birt?, be^H^ aoy thing cornels out ^ ikti 
>toe must b^ leave to speak a fewi words^ 
ourselves—^' Mrs. Decastro who BAtStf 
lAkt oAier end of ^ table"-^ 

Scholiuffu 
A very good way to keep tnto and 
wife apart, they may quarrel, and they 
may pelt one^ another with potatoes; 
btobafe*ltag au5 th»e are. tight <fr ten? 
ift^Kof %itfirt^Uili.^gany b^eeldP ttttfW^ 
they catiTOt g«r 4t^ one a^i^ 
ooibe to fighting before company.— 
But we must n^t forget that we left^ 
Mn Decaatro with his moi^ open^ 
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i»)i6, fvdm the afbresaid port hoii of 
tilik^ bnltnd^ diicllArged tin fotiomng 

"^ My «k»j^ iqiMdi tile Jcnringj 
gMtlfUMo, ttdtffOMfng his matter to 
hi» w^fci "my <tear^" stidi be, "for it 
ttiiff be tf^einberigd hm? apb he was- ti» 
dit^ ft dro]^ 4f iM^e^oil ia bi^ ^eary 
^ my^dtiar,'? i^akl he, though sottie htis*^ 
Mitidfr ^y, ^^Tkke tbat^ my dear,*" ft^ 
^e^their^'^^vea hgbod ktusck otitiiie 
l^ftfd^; blithe laid; tidft i^ to Bay, Mh 
D^adttO told, « hiy *»?;' with * 
drop of hottey liafagffig' at the end of 
bk lotigiie ; "my dear," said he, hoC 
caNing her dear because be had gives 
mote than slie were worth for her, as a 
man may say of a wife bought fiW 
tireiity^pence aiid ia iqttartet^of gin^it 
SmitMeld, with a hiltei* tound lie# 
neck ; "my dear," said^he, not mean^> 
teg to call bet* dtunfeeti'extriavagikiif 
ttfj^^that #crOi^d;^b^ 
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ate, aird bitters, pcrkiOi perry, rum, and 
the qiieen's-water, at every aletiouw 
that she got smell of — no—" ray dter/^^ 
said he, that is to say, he did not say 
what he never said— Mdon't be in such 
a devil of a hurry, readfer, we shall 
come to Mr. Deca:stro^5 speech in tlie 
odurse of half a" score pages— ^*' ray 
dear," said he, stitching ojit his hand 
a$ if to catch her by the nose— -the? 
nose!' yes, the hose; what shduld ^ 
Aaan catch his wife by > what ca^tkbesi 
oueV attention sooner than a* pall ^^ 
the' nose? drag ft into by tbfe ;itosQi 
Wid fivetimi^ out of flfty you wH| 
((If aw his attention: adsbobs !; one'*, 
wits must be gone a wool-gatheriag 
^nd^djif aniian hath one's nose in his 
]|and ^r a pair of tongs, and we nqne 
the wiser ! If any l^dy or gentleman 
<»annot smell such a thing as that 
they can smell nothing t to fire off a* 
gun we must pull it by fiie trigger ; ta 
fire off a man we must p^ll him by thq 
niOse:--*tba*'spQthing to the. purpose 

at 



( 309 ) 

T^:?i,U : j^cSk b«»t it k thpngh, ami for 
^js.Kcry r/e^ou, far ^e i^iare^t.way 
from London to St Alban's lies direct- 
ly., throwgli H<)un8low.— ^' My dear," 
^kl Mr. DecastiiOy stretching £(^tJ^ 
hifir.hapd, -as^.tf- ia-c^it^h hf?r by.tht 
miP, * • lt¥?w g\^ s^^ wc; make the 
^eairtis of our Hl^. friends that ait^ 
fpijpd our table,, wJb^n we.telj them ail 
tinegqoid news of .^his pijp foftupalje 
,4iti^$io%! wl^p^e tell t])cm hovf wfU 
.f^,4)aye sqI^x)^! butter^ ,^nd to wb%t 
.^ gQ1¥l markiet w^ have brought all<mr 
l^^l ^G^ aU the old women brought 
f^r ^m^ff-bpxes to pur $lwp for snuff, 
^d, how,not^api{]^ was filled fo^ ten 
tmies TOund but by the genuine t;obac- 
C9 sold retail tiy John Decastro 1 But 
^m^ing scraped together a little money 
by honest indi|stry, and put by a little 
hit of bread for pur old age,, haying gpt 
^ good hou3e over our hpads, jand la\d 
the crumbs of comfort about us, will 
jaot our kind friends join us iii an opi- 
injpn that it is now high tim$ to leave 

off 
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off bitdined^, and remga to sotneettier 
the gooct^iHll of the pork ^nd butter- 
•bop?" 

Mr. and Mrs* Decastl'o m^n 
'certainly young pec^e when ibk 
^)>Tetty comedy wa$ acted, and^^^oegh 
some may tbmk that it might hftw 
^made mare for their leputatiot^ if *it 
'bad been passed ov^raltogellier in si- 
lenoe^by the hiiPtorian) it may^ faowie^^fir, 
'fae submitted that, trifliiig as it-im^ 
appear in the eyes of Sir Isaac /^^lo- 
mon/ the malevolent pride and envy of 
some folks concerned in it met with a 
▼cry seasonable rebuke in the exhibi- 
tion of it. Now it is not one of the 
least poisonous of the ill humours that 
ebb and flow in the human heart, the 
maKce it feels at the good estate of ano* 
tfaer, and the deKglit to see a poor man 
.gns^ a dirty bone like a beggar^s dog 
upon a dunghill, rather than smack his 
lips over a sfice of venison swimming 
upon a silver phtte in sweet sauce and 
rich gravy. Some of ttese iine folks 

camp 
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eame into Mr. Decastro's gorgeous old 

C8stle as tbe devil came into Paradise, 

whose rage, like old Satan's, was aggra- 

irated in fu-oportioo to the good things 

. wbidi they foiiod in it. Old Crab 

was not invited to this pleasant ico* 

medy, for, as soon as he got well of his 

fever, he engaged himself with that 

~ mifemeBBiwUich he aiways felt in nnt- 

itlior^ service, in ilie affumef hl^AO^ 

1iMtiieii4n4aMr/ Good mif^ t}yt, 

mekitj f4vL ieok steq»y. 
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CHAPTER Xni. . ' 

Lord and Lady Budemere, Sir Harry aikd ta^St, 

. Ckdr, and Madam PemmoKtileamfi^cl^ Qroite 

. . — little Touch upQn what b^d i>^re i%y tum$4 

. the Part which is not before upon Mr. and Mrs* 

Decastro. ' . . 

-W£ hope you slej^ ittreH last 11%^ 
leaider, aad ihsk yoar .wife, sir, or jwwr 
liusbaod, madam) did nofc Iciek aod 
sprawl about .the* bed, ai the mauiier 
of some is, who go to dleep with thei# 
heads on the pillow and wake with 
their feet there, which is incoiwenient: 
it puts us in mind of a story, howevef. 
— Once upon a time there lived an old 
maid named Madam Stickleback, very 
lean, and at fifty yeairs of age what 
flesh she had was aH turned into horn, 
which made h^r so very stiff diat she 
had a hard matter to sit down, and, 
when once down, she had as hard a 
matter to get up again and straightea 
hersislf, so that her sitting down and 

her 
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her uprising, she moved so stiff in the 
hinges, cost her ten minutes each. 
Now it came to pass that Madam 
Stiteklehack, who was very regular in 
ail her motions, turned round in her 
hed like the hand of a clock ; she 
never rolled over bottom upwards or 
face downwards, no, she always lay 
flat upon her back in the very center 
of a bed, which she had been mjea- 
Hired for, ami had made six feet by 
six, being the precise length of 
Madam Stickleback's body; in the 
very center of which Madam Stickle- 
back lay as aforesaid, and turned 
round in it like the stiff hand of 
' gn old-fashioned church clock which 
turns upon a pivot stuck through the 
middle of it, aye turned round in it 
just as if Madam Stickleback's body 
moved upon a gudgeon and pintle 
ex^tly in the middle of her bed. 
Now it came to pass furthermore that 
the said Madam Stickleback was 
whimsical, and she bad the twelve 
hours duly and at equal spaces marked 
VOL. I. V in 
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in black ink upoorher sbedV sml ikt 
began with ben rpillowrbierv fatsooti^ 
upoa.\ehioh wM.put the rmmhetAlSif 
at which facmn she: always laBiier hfiat 
down to i3est: hovr ngubtntMadaflik 
Stickleback was in. tail Jier moti^ms^ 
sleeping ai^ well as> waking, mkhn&m 
be seen: .*as soon^aa^ she feUiaakep 
Madam, ^Stickleback began, tjor* motm 
and in one hourVititne hevbead fi^am 
to one and berfeet to severt, wben M»* 
dam Sticklebadc gaisre a grunt asiiilyi^ 
as to say at is one O'Cbck ; iit AbM^ 
hour's time Madam Stickleback's hfi^ 
came to two sad her fe^ti pofbttfed.tft 
eight, when she gave ttwd^gmpts^ 4* 
who should say it isr t\v<a o'Clockl 
when Madam Stickleback^ head/ cJrtnt 
to three ber feet pointed at nine^ wben 
she gave three grijBts, wbicb wis a4 
much as to say it is tbreie i^cloi^ m 
the morning: when Madam Siic^te* 
back's head came to four she uttered 
four grunts to givj^ notice it was four 
o'clock, and so on : but not to strike 

--]V4a- 



j^fatiam Seidtkback ail round, if a 
niaacihad eome iik at ^ny hour, and 
}qfolbxA at tlie positfoii of Mddam 
S«Mklebbl^'« body, he might have set 
hmwOlAiiiby her, or, if he had had her 
9^imu^ might hare determined the 
iengitf^de by the oiA virgin with as 
^nN^ptiecistoft a» by Mr. John Harri- 
90tttei abro(tiQinetei^« To finisti our 
siloig^ ^seadei*^ IdwAim Stieldeback, 
iMii iaLwig\x\z!t netitB of motions, and a 
f^lpilar'^'Bumber of ^gtunts, Madaiii 
SNiffikftitback r^fturned her h^ad to her 
|ii(toM^j add^ grikntiiig't\<reli^ limes ratig 
lltri "WlM >4ttd fcalted fior the cherry- 
toai*dyii»s5Mle', fc^^much as shetheij 
iraoted ^ribdihg Up. 
'•'^0*; readeV, if your s^tomach serves 
fyt^itj we win return to Mr. Decastro's 
4i&itt^roohi, wicre we shall find plenty 
<rf fibrgundy add daret, and a grand 
Atesert'set out in baskets of silver to 
^b no little nidrtification of his noble 
gueits, who daubed their faces With 
thfe sweet^t smiles to hide thfe bitter- 
p 2 Bess 
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in. the .tail of thi^s ittick. oftteipork* 
;^hpp,' which m%4e a wo*ji$d like in^pi 
^pd ii^cted'-ppi^n ipitq it.atithteiMta^ 
iijpfi^ : Mr^ p^Kjast^g^^ ?feiinia|5ithsinohi 
ingUtly-.ip proper Jwn ^ .fei^.^kijamg 
\\cas tlje. teas e^^pected, fit^ihg>;0ifijr 
souls J rfjp^, their ^rwicwsl-mocqeatary 
trji^iniph . over tli? ,4^^i^il> ^shopt 
ke^q;?, rficoilieA^Rfi tl)f tfvi« p<;ofor^ 
tion to the malipe w.^ iyvWjqb-. thffir 
puis werp c^rged: .4jiifci,tlM>:.**fyd* 
hearted jcminte^ W\^^ ^ pu(,4i4jt;H(p,«|s 
jaiu exceptioPi ^ who f J^iftirQ^ ^«^ t^n » Wft- 
riage ia t^^rs /as soon^^ja^ she^fst^ff iitf 
wretched situation of^ Mr. ^ndiJVfel. 
JDecastro : now it wajB her turii^it$)-||»r 
JQipe,,apd .her Joy was wortfeiAflJi tiipies 
the^ joy of the ofi^fh. . . ^^¥ -St- .C^ 
fdt tti^oa;eY$x^fJi ^h^^ij^jffi^, 5^i,A^c^-h«r 
^ue^ fo?: she ha4.be?ii ^l^erffl^Mft^^y : 
Lord BudemcTe was ye^d^^o, but 
pleased at the saa^t^jtiroe : hqy*^ could 
^h^t b^ P.^vhyj, reafJqjT, he was.ve^xjwi to 
fipd th^t hiftibrpthgr-iii-Ji^W |»d,srtiU 

more 
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tSioi^ sinning stuff about hirii tharthe 
whoie title was greater, but wTiose ifi- 
come.was now like to be less; and 
pteased to find' that Mr. Hecastro Was 
tiW'ltkW.t^ quarter the pork-griskin 
irttH the family artns : but in each of 
the hearts of the thfee others there was 
^^hvWs nfest whfere the furious young 
hfirptes toi^dway the vitals with beak 
aiAf talonsf, and Aiade a worse stir- 
8tk)Ut' thah the Vulture did in the 
liver of old Prometheus- :" Brother 
Decastro,^ iaid the 6arl, " how the 
devil came all these things to pass ? I 
am ib sudi amazement that I scarce 
ktfow^where I am, I fed like one en- 
ehafitedf'^ ' " Why, my lord,'' said 
M*if. Deeastro, " you are not, nor can 
be,^n greater amazement than I was: 
Hiy brother Bat has done'wonders for 
me, and made me rn every way a better 
man than ever I was in my life." 
** What!" exclaimed the* baronet, 
^f fefts Old Crabdone all these things ? 
why, :it was said lin town be couldi 
p 8 scarce 
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scarce find five shillings in tb^'poiind 
for your creditors ! The deyil take 
Old Crab, I say^ for telling such lies !'^ 
" Come, come, Sir Hafry/' Quoth Mk/ 
Decastro, " I will not have iByibfrOthcrt 
Bat abused; and as. fdr Itesy otHeis 
may tell lies for him, but I am snrcf hfe 
never told any himself: brother ;Btt 
has a rugged outside, but a gooditind; 
valuable heart, which lies \% him Sfi&. 
the pearl in the rough sea*9belb Ife 
spares no pains to serve a m^, tti^ 
will take nothing for'hi* ^jrairtS^/wrheaM 
has done: some yerk tbfr bwde/tllfe 
better they ftre paid; brotbfer: BaCwIl 
work the harder the lees hte gets for Jib 
labour; he will take pby at tW man's 
hands : he refused all I coold O0i|r.^ 
what he has done for me— Brother 
Bat, said I, I will take no tnfore ircnt 
for the farm which you hold 6f me r 
then you may take 'your farmi, bro- 
ther, sakl he, and hang h at)but ybur 
iSeck, and V\\ go and rent jinodkar 
man'& land : what ih^ phgue d^e t^Sk 
T me 
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ine for, John ? His lease fell in Mrith 
several others, when he raised his osira 
fktm itt proportion to all the r'est— ^this, 
by the by, was a piece of good fortune 
fox me and gave my brother an oppor- 
tunity to put a vast addition to my 
iiicome — Brother Bat, said I, I will 
take none but the old rent from you — 
it was ifk vain — he paid the advanced 
rent into my banker's hands— Brother 
John, he replied, I have laid by a little 
money for my young wench out of 
ybw land— and a little money for my 
li^^ and myself against a bad year — 
I am content, and I heartily thank 
(Jod for his goodness. He would take 
lathing but my thanks for all his 
,5<!!ryices, aad said, you are now clear 
of all; the world, John, it cannot call 
lipon you for one.farthing^— a word itat 
your ear— *^ Take hted." " Clear of 
tln^ world !" said the earl; " why how 
e^e you to get clear of the world,* 
^p,d not only that, but fipd such a 
fijlendid balance to Kve on, when your 
F 4 wife 
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wife told Lady Budemere that if youf 
estates were multiplied by 1 know not 
what, they would all come but as du€it 
into the scale againt, the weight of 
your debts ?" " Why I am ashamed,'*, 
said Mr. Decastro, *' to tell you the* 
truth, though it were well if I h^d no. 
greater cause for shame; my wife and 
I must needs fall to summing of all 
things in the world, take it int9 P^^^ 
wise heads to cast up the bills^ anc^ ^ 
glorious cast we made of it, bul; we jfer^ 
willing to owe enough, at all events^ 
for we made it out that we owed ^onejf. 
enough to ruin old Croesus. I thought 
it best to take horse while I had one, 
in the stable, and rode away from, 
London as if all London had been at 
my heels, and ran for shelter into the 
north. If a man is like to come into 
large possessions, nine times in ten he 
is bred a dunce, when the more pro- 
perty a man is like to have, the more 
pains should be taken to teach hini 
how to take care of it* The less a 

man 
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man. knows the .wiser, he is sure to 
think himself, ^ which is one of the 
greatest misfortunes of ignorance ; I 
must needs think so and got terribly 
frFghtened for my pains : my brother 
let me ' alonie in order to bring my 
blunders to a good account,' I set my-^ 
self down for a ruined man upon my 
6wn knowledge, and my alarms, as it 
happened, have been of great use to me. 
When my brother opened my eyes, 
the first thing I saw was this, viz. that 
I was a great fool : now you cannot 
do a fool a greater piece of service 
riian convince him that he is one, 
which, indeed, is no easy matter — the 
thing was done in my case, however, 
and the first wise thing I did was to 
take a step towards getting wise : I 
had luck on my side, for my brother 
was at hand who was able to ui&tj uct 
riie, and I soon began to find that the 
best thing! ever did in my life was ta 
take a few lessons of him : finding me 
apt to learn, .he told me, by way of 
. . ' ' p 5 encourage- 



C 3a» % 

encotiragcineiit, that, by the btlp; of 
soine aid leases filing in, my itcorne,. 
ifastead of beib^ less than it was; would 
be more tfaati it used to be, and that 
be could put nie and my family into 
the o|d castle; where he advised me to^ 
lire, and Inmost c^taiuly will do soy 
in a mamier quite suitable to the' ¥l%^ 
nity of my ancestbrs-" '^ I am heartily 
g^ad to see this," said Lord Bbfiemere,. 
*^ but camidt forgive you, sir, forkeip* 
hug your frieads in the south so tdtall}^ 
in the darfcinr this matter." " To tell 
yoii the truth, my, lord,'' skid Mi^ 
f)coastro, V I do not ^ink I left manj? 
thei^ who -would not ih^Eve been moliQ 
ysexed tHaupleased aiti the hews of tiiy 
gDodf ibttun*, so : to keep them in !the 
Bark was toirfo tbdm a kindness. Who 
had set me to stttfc pigs and hiy Mfi 
to S6U -butter.'^ .'' TheideVB tike me, 
Dtecas^tro," 'iaid fSrr Harry, *5 but this 
wsas an abominabfe trick, .and I caa 
scarce forgive you for it— biit what 
the devil became 'dfyoilr pork'sliop?*^ 
: -' —Mr. 
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-^Mn Decastro laughedi and^aid that 
he ordered his people to take it away 
^tid share the contents amongst them 
4S soon as he came out of it. " Well, 
but thy good brother," said Ilord 
Budemere, " I cannot suffer such a 
tiling to be said of your friends with- 
otrt reverting to it, . and speaking a 
Word in their bfhalf." — " The less you 
jlay, my lord, the better," replied Mr. 
Itecastro, ** of those whom you please 
t& call my friends, and you will best 
ep])sult both their ease and their credit, 
wh<;n you ( return into tl>e south, by 
liot uiidecpiving them in regard to my 
matters i~} have been much to blame, 
I entertained them too handsomely not 
to get their hatred for outshining 
them, and I could not so much as do 
6nc civil thing at last, but it was set 
down to my pride rather than to my 
good nature ; and I am sorry to say 
thjit it is my firm belief that most of 
&ose, whom your lordship calls my 
friends, would be more gratified in 
T 6 seeing 
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seeing m? sell pork by the pound, thatt- 
thus entertaining my friends with ven-i-, 
son and claret. I conie no more among 
such whom I have no mind to pleasC; 
so much at my own ei^pense ; one way^ 
however, I am like to gratify these my 
good friends, I shall vex- them no more 
with my fine parties and grand^ enter- 
tainments ; my wife, indeed, may do as 
she pleases, but these dregs have long 
since subsided in me." "Well, but 
devil take it, Decastro," said Sir Harry, 
" you mean to come amongst us 
^ain ? You must meet us at the old 
^places and laugh at the hoax of the 
pork shop! You will not spend all 
your days in this odd corner of the 
world amidst woods and waters ? Re- 
member you have left an ill vafiour 
behind you, come forth and shine 
again, and dispel, like the sun, the fog 
that hangs upon your name — conie out 
of your hole and join us ilext season 
in town." — " You will not see my face, 
again in London, Sir Harry,", said Mi\ 

Decastro. 
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Decastro. — The baronet making a' 
countenance of surprise--*" You may. 
stare, sir," continued he, " but I come 
no more amongst ye, nor into a place, 
that I cannot think on without regret/' 
" Pshaw," quoth Sir Harry, ** you will 
stay here and get pickled in Old Crab's 
vinegar-i-why, man, the, folks in town 
will be as glad to see you in it as ever." 
— " And as glad to see me ruined in it 
as ever," said Mr. Decastro, " but they 
are.like to meet with no such sport, and 
so you may tell them, Sir Harry." 
^- Why," said the l?aronet, " you don*t 
mean to stay. here and turn hermit? 
give us a little of your company in the 
winter, and then to the castle with a 
roaring party for the summer months.". 
Upcm which Mr. Decastro putting, on 
a grave face — " Devil take me," con- 
tinued the pleasant baronet, *' if he 
does jiot look like a hermit already^ 
but he shaves, and that's a fault ! You 
have got some good Burgundy here, 
Decastro," added he, " swallowing a 

bumper 
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bumper and backing his tips. '^ TK^ 
baronet is very merry/- ssiid Mr. ©g^ 
castro, '* but I have no ttiiucl to edm- 
mence suvage After all; I bfeg to say 
thkt I have not run out of the^oHct 
«lo much because 1 hated it, but because 
I waa too fond of it; to be Safe in it: 
no, St, Clair, I do not altogether hate 
It, but lest I should see enough of ^it 
to n^ake me hate it I n^de my escape 
before my g<iod opinion of It wer^ 
quite worn €mt; and hope you will 
allow me to put it as no ill §foof of 
my good temper to have lived sq long: 
ill it and not hated it." "By hea- 
ven I" said the baronet,^ " this is a drop 
of Old Crab's verjuice !" « Come, 
Sir Harry," said Mr. Decastro, ^ I will 
not have Old Crab, as you call hinri, 
abused, I owe a great deal to his good 
care, of me, and if I have found one 
friend in the world brother Bat is the 
man." ** A man !" quotli the baronet ; 
" dame Nature was in a devilish cfoss^ 
humour when she put him on the 

stocks I 
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stocks! And sh^ is a comical toad, 
when slie take^i it into her bead ; here's^ 
a lihk betireen the birds iuid the fishes 
in due plkc6, and there's a link tetweea 
^e plants' and titel animals ia another; 
thiere'& a Knk between thfe vegetables 
and minemlf in a third; biit wheti 
goody Nstture fcroied Old Crab there 
she made a fourth link between a man 
and a bear.'' 

The ladies, who hadsonie time since 
i«tired to the dfawing-room, iow^ht 
for the gentlemeii, but Lord Bude- 
mete and the baronet could scarce be 
persuaded to exchange the burgundy 
and claVet for t€fa arid coffee, liquors 
ftiucb'Iess to tbei^ taste--*-they walked 
into the drawing: room, however, aftef 
& feW more glai^ses, and what came to 
pASs therelli we now prcicieed to say. 

^fdW it so befel that Mr. Decastro 
walked first mto the drawing-roomj 
and this to show his guests the way, 
not because they were drunk, but be* 
cause tliey had never ^alfc^d int<x bis 

draw- 



' ( 328 ) 

drawing* room before, which was onfe 
reason why they did not know it — upon 
thii their, walk to the apartment of the; 
ladies, Lord iBudemere touched theba-: 
ronet upon the shoulder and said in a- 
whisper,/* I wonder, very much; St.: 
Clair, what is become of our mbnej? V'y 
The baronet, who very well knew that, 
it wzs much the way of money as it fe 
of a wild bird^ never to return to^a man's 
hand after it hath once flown out of it, 
said, ** Upon my soul I had; almost 
forgot it, my lord, let u;s drop alitttd 
hint about it presently." ^ A hmt i'^- 
said the earl, " I will make no bint of 
tbe matter; I will ask for it, I assure 
you, before I leave the house : I have. 
as. little to spare as any man-— money is 
moneyto me— I never was somucb 
out of feather in my life ; or, upon my 
soul, St. Glair, I .would have .settled 
my Newnaarket . bets with you ; before 
this time : if Old Crab willbutdo Wif 
as much for me a$ be hasdonefor Per 
castro, I shall <^on get aU^ny deUs off 

my 
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my hands." ** Upon my soul, Budc- 
mere," said Sir Harry, "I am not a 
little surprised at his undertaking your 
matters after the discovery you told, 
me of." '* This conies of hoarding up 
old letter$> Sir Harry," replied his lord- 
ship ; " the matter ;wfta this— Old Crab 
opfto^ed the match between me add. 
his sister Mis«*Decastro; and,, setting: 
n^({}o,wn jfor a rascal, came to a quar«: 
relwith his father upon not securing 
^jfortune to her uses ; I, not a little 
e^r^ged at this^ wdnting, as I did, a; 
supply , of ready: cash at that time, 
made matters as bad as I could be- 
t^pen him and his father, and spurred 
him into such a fury against his son, 
that, to make me amends, he disinhe- 
rited Old Crab : most of this business 
was uikluckily managed between the 
old^entleman and me; by letter; apd 
Old Crab, looking over Decastro's 
papers when he settled his affairs for 
hir^, in an evil hour foimd the whole 
correspondence." "This wa» the de-: 

vil!" 
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vil !" said Sir Harry, '^ but how caiihi 
you excuse yovtruif ?" ^ " Why," re- 
plied the earl, ^^ I was struck dimibfbf 
a time; I took my pen, however, a&il 
wmte the best apology X could, amt 
hare not seen Old Crab since : When 
we me^t I am afraid I shall (ook like 
the. greate$t fdol 6f the twd." Thefir 
ttow walked intb the d^win^ro^^tai^ 
and what was v^ry eiiildra<ilrdijbary^:1ifa^ 
did not €nd the l^ies slleni in. il.r^ 
BoW so? surely the wonder J^tuH^dik 
ffae other side: it lies id ini^^li ffoe^ 
reader, for who cduld haVe tbtttt^l 
they had not talked thiMiiselves piit 
sently to death having so mu'db nintl^i^ 
as they had to talk upon ?— Nfewsopie 
folks have gone so fat as to say tbat^a 
woman does not talk aftet she 4s dea^ 
if any please to believe it j it may be 
doubtful ; we, however, have ouif rea* 
sons for not thinking it is an imposii* 
bilityi but as paper, pens and ink 
would fiCil u$^if weputdownroW'^trath 
of alt the kdti^ siid, we ^ j^i^ at 

few 
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Ifew chttice flowers onl^, of rfiet^ric we 
in^aiiy not to get our brains fiirfted 
n^th the metaphor, fbt metaphdud are 
apt to s^le meti'ibitiidd, and, thbiigh 
it lie la great tritfe ^« Uo lady frofe 
the begittiring of ladles dowii to the 
Ia»t Bew pettfcdat, €ver 'said a iboUsh 
iMiig, fikasmubhas it is the prerbga-^ 
tAift t^ the nieii «o ke^p all the sill^ 
Hiiigs td theiMel^-i-.exc&pt what they 
pcityt-^wfibw tlife<^vtl ar^ we g^t ? — 
Stti^^iioMdiit^ r^suter, tet us stej^ battk 
«e>'ld9fe'ifaiigitihmg of the senteriee t<> 
$&^^h&w we^sjst^oiit, and what it was 
tlmt we were talking abbtit — why 
ihonld an atithoc know What he is talk-^ 
mgkbovit} it 19 the proper business of 
iSm rtfad^r to find alt that out ; the au- 
Ihoi^ has tiotbing to' do with that part 
of <he matter, it is fa£s business to find 
wrds, but as for mcailings, reader^ 
that is your look oeA ( we leave that 
to ydu,^ aad if thtre be^o ootmection 
iiiiwhat- we say it: ii^ the laultof the 
boc^«>idAder*4^ la hk tasiitess to stitch 
s:-t aU 
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all matters. together: da we nbt^gtT# 

you words, fine word» ad any in th6 

dictionary ? If y6u have words enough 

for your tooney,: reider, you hsive tto 

causp for : any complaifQt, •* for whcri' H 

man buys a book *what does helbtf^ 

but wordls? as, whep he buys ahou^er,' 

what does, he buy but a heapof bvJekA? 

and if they all lierlDose^ it 1s^ 'the 

better, he may stick tbetttdge^^: 

just as he likes: folks; makfe^t Ifiirt; 

about architecture, and what is^it aStUt 

all but the, sticking one biick t<^ititt^: 

thcr ?. ; sticking word® together is tott^ 

thing like it — put down your mott^, 

sir, and we will find words e^c^^ and 

leave you to sort them and laytJiem 

in courses: whatl do yotf think wfc 

take you for a fool, reader ? if we find 

words it were an insult to BupposethJrt 

you could not find sense yourself: if 

you have none you are no better thaA 

a fool, and had best let books alo^e,. 

for, if a foiol must needs buy what he 

don't uuderstiftiid, a.fool and his money. 

; . are 



< 333 ) 

-1M ^oon parted :-^hold hard at that— 

Jbathftt buys^ your booU can never be 

41 Idol: a word to tire wise— if every 

fiK)l in Great Britain take a copy a- 

^pieeet your work will soon see its tenth 

teditreii*: very good, - reader, put down 

■y4>u<r'f)enfey and set the example, and 

^lonK^n in all bis glory could not do 

^. wiser tWngi But we were talking 

i^i4)Oatthe3ladies, and the pretty things 

^i^ aawH6 out of their mouths — and a 

4ljdy ca»not spit but out falls a dia- 

-»H>nd, or a ^esH*! ; and that is the rea- 

§an-^\Fhy pearls and diamonds are so 

cbeajh that London now-a-days is 

^ayed with precious' stones — when a 

^Bxx pays a compliment to the ladies 

4iie greater the lie may be that he tells 

the better, for the 'greatest lie is the 

-soonest believed 1 

< iMtd Bu<1emere #as not a little asto- 
wshed at Old Grab's- readiness to look 
into bis^^afairs after 'having found him 
•to be rii€ instrument of- his disinheri- 
«ai40ej X^id CraJb,^ however, wa"s ready 
jfeo.do iany man a good turn,* friend t>l: 
/ enemy, 
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enemy, it was ^U ona to Jjijort; p^itwi^ 
.jstaodiog this temper of bis, h^w^evef, 
he wo^ld often revengts 9^ insult uf^cm 
the spot ; a faulty he used t^ saji^ !tbait 
took him every sp^remoip^njfeof lH%il^ 
l;o make amends for : Ler4/Bu^^kitn^$^ 
6UGceeded to a noble estate ^9td mef^ 
ried a noble fortune top, for ^is$^ Dfc- 
<:a$tro^ as bath been said, 6d,i^4n«CO:l)is 
house with her sister Peggy ^fcrtftoinc 
as well as her own; for poor Peggy 
vas disinherited too^Gld Deca^trfe 
laid about him when he \ms m hfei^-;lftQ- 
truras — Lord Budimere ha4 fleuty 
both.of land and money^ attd'^ili^y^ 
fine houses, but pn^igaiHty wdi^*tlie 
moth tbft fretted the ga*«jcnt— Nd^ 
to tell Mr. Decastro's story over agaitf^ 
however, in another tpan'?s na,me, suf- 
fice it to say that Old. Cra?> found bia 
lordship's matters in a mneb Wct^e con- 
dition than his briber Jt^n^s matters; 
but more of tbjs in anotb^r placei We 
will now looiq into IV^r. Pec^&tro's draw^ 
ing-room, wher? the g^ntfepien nfoi^ 
tbeir^ entr^ found t][^ ladies talking 

with 
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iffiti^i all tli^ir might: J^dy St. Clatr, 
m\p w^ stuug with more scprpioug 
(^ai:^.ane| seamed to be in, a state of 
9)^c^ ^^jQatmination ; she was making 
s^Q. fTi^%y ffce rew^ks upoa Mrs. 
I^quj^rc^'f >n^^uera€le^ as she called 
it^^(|,:Vfeat^p far ^ t9 say, though 
not jin^f.tnaay wprd^^ tiiat she waB not 
^ifimmf^^ia ti^ hnmom to \^ made 
su,if9i^ of; she would npt have it 
t^^g^t^; ft^ laid^ ^hat she could not 
^^^a^gi^st as well as aupther, but 
tllflMg}^il 9tt the wme time th^t people's 
f9§U^ W^^ Qo( to ^ trifled with in 
5v<4>/a,j»awica:. Golond Barret's story, 
sgg^nd^d ^ikI cQ»&nn^d a^ it, was Ipy 
]b|p* Di9pastro's letter to Lady Bu<]ei- 
n^jrj6t (^jnsinuiUiqQS^of which she left 
totJ^e^yr^jter'gfiQp^piencei if they might 
v^fyiWP.U deqeive.pcopk &iogle-h^nded, 
wh^t couW, b«. e^^pected from their 
focc$$ pfited im.t,9i|^unquajlifii^d b^ief 
tl^^t every thi^ in tbe idle butter-shop 
w^re true ? Shie,tfQr her part, shesaid^ 
-4y^as no^ very easily imposed upoq, bjut 

she 
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«lie as much beHeved that all she sB.vr 
in it were true, when she threw her 
purse into Mrs. Decastro's ragged 
apron, as she believed that ihe was a 
%reatlring creature. Mrs. Perrimoiit, 
who could talk as well as Lady St 
Clair, wound up her argument with 
saying, that the result of this pretty 
piece of mockery amountecJ to making 
a jest of a friend who came to do a 
kind thing: she loved a jest as well as 
any body, but never could give coun- 
tenance to a joke that sacrificed the 
feelings of one's friends. Lord Bude- 
mere, whose money ran a good deal in 
his head, put in a few words by main 
force at this place ; for he had never 
come in but by downright strength of 
voice : begging pardon for interrupting 
4,he ladies, with much politeness, he said, 
that the whole party felt extreme sor- 
row at seeing Mr. and Mrs. Decastro, 
whom they used to see moving in the 
iirst circles in the world, now degrad- 
ed iuto .shopkei^pers, and in this the 

large 
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kii?ge:ccmtrihjutioo9 which thieyr.ma^^ 
mi^ifc; very ,wdli bear the^ out ; h'm 
pity/he .eddied, had'iieyer picked, his^ 
pocket taisucb anaiQUHiBt before, hk 
thisr they all agreed^ except the Jiipdl 
cKMuitiess^ :(]»}»>; rettffid^ a$ Jtt may tnt 
iwbeinhend^ i in . teaks = a&d : sorrow . tio 
hear c^cbi^)) ao^.Jookcd . aa if tj^y 
CQukiJievyeiy glad toise^ their chta*ity- 
m6nfey comuag back iigaija— into Mrhich 
laAgua^Mrs; Decastrb<x>nstrued their, 
eager looks !in al vBomevkt^ asd, unlocks 
ing a little g0kl box which stood 
amongst a profusion of other orna- 
ments upon a work-table/ she first took 
out the earl's thirty pound note, and, 
returning it to his lordship,^ said, ^^ As 
far as you pitied the poor pork and 
butter-woman I am obliged to you, 
and you, Sir Harry," returning his mo- 
ney } " and you, madam," returning 
Lady St. Clair's ; " and you. Sir Harry, 
and you, Mrs. Perrimont," returning 
theirs with an elegant curtsey to each 
as she restored them their property ; — 
voi,^ I , : a ./Ml fhen 
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tfaratuttmg^toi thre eoutite8i9tmd>ldQc^: 
}y ishtikitig'haiRdd'Wt^hiber^ she^atfAeidv 
*^ but? yoM, *»y d^ar sifeteri gave hmp 
nothing' bdt yduv tearsy af more^ pre^ 
iitiiis gift by^ fjKr thatt) e^^i torn of nsb^i 
Aeyy-tjhdi^ ii niwetnieobafitj'ai our 
kihd^dmp^ tliiAPfalis ill priiiiate for due. 
^orrowl^ and isBll^rin^ioFdtiveis^ than* 
]f^:a ihbunatid gmndais pfondlynBhered 

f^bttip^atid^ |]iarade'(^)|iuUiid'Cctfiti^i^ 
ti^ti.^ Iji* ;a' fdfw doigrsi Lord BQ«Bemeape> 
ind^ hfis ifuurty left ihei ca^rtla - 
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